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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC 


It is -with considerable diffidence we presume to lay 
our imix'rfect labours before the world. We are con¬ 
scious tliat man}’ defects will be found in our Narra¬ 
tive, both as regards its style and arrangement; bnt 
we are ecpially sensible that a British Public are to 
be our judges, and on their candour and generosity 
we confidcnlly rely. Surel}' when our countrymen re¬ 
flect, even for a moment, on the disadvantasres against 
which we had to strugirle, and the difficulfics under 
which we laboured, they will not exercise too much 
severity of criticism. 

An old poet imputes the faults of some of his poetry 
to his misfortunes, and says that good verses never 
flow hut from a serene and composed spirit. Per¬ 
haps the same apology may with propriety be of¬ 
fered for our unpretending labours. Though wo 
have adverted to the fact but seldom, nevertheless 
throughout nearly the whole of our painful journey. 
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w e were both indisposed in a srreater or less degree. 
In short, a very few days only had elapsetl after our 
landing at Batlagry, when we began to foci the 
debilitating effects of the African climate, and to 
experience a degree of languor which not oven the 
W'armcst enthusiasm could wiiolly overcome. If is 
almost unnecessary to add, that oiii s])irits oflon sank 
under the depressing influence of this {lowcrful ad¬ 
versary, whose inroads on. <mr constitutions we had 
no means of resisting. 

■\Ye therel'ore humbly submit the following nar¬ 
rative to the public, without further apoU)gy for any 
deflcicney of style or expression which may l;e di.s- 
covered in it. It has at least the merit of a failhful 
account, for our journals were invariably written on 
the spot at the close of each day, and in all our 
observations, to the best of our belief, we adhered 
religiously to the truth. 

AVe have only to add, that since returning to our 
native country, we have made no alterations, nor 
introduced a single sentence in the original manu¬ 
script of our travels; simply because it was in¬ 
timated to us, that the Public would prefer it 
in that state, however faulty in style, rather than a 
more elaborate nanative, which might gain less in 
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elegance Ilian it would lose in accuracy and vividness 
of descriplion. 

We think it necessary, however, to say, that the 
task of blendina; our journals into one, as well as 
constructing the map of our route through the coun¬ 
try, has been performed by Lieutenant Becher, of 
the Boyal N.ity, to wliom we offer our sincere 
thanks, not only for the j.crformajice of these labo¬ 
rious service’s, but also for his friendly aid and 
valuable siuxixcsfions in many other points connected 
with the production of these volumes. 

KicnAiin AXD John Lander. 


Loutl'tn, Feb. 1S3'2. 




CONTENTS 


OP 

THE FIRST VOLUME, 


p«g* 

IVTaoDirCTiow , , • . . xp 

CIIAPTEK I. 

Hi*partiire from England—Arrival at Cape Coast—Anamaboo 

—Acerr.—Badugry. . . . . 1 

CIIAPTKU II. 

llppnrliire from Bail'igry — I’ass Ihrougli Wow — .Saghii — 

B;i«ha—Soato—Uiiijie—Laatoo—I.arro to Jenna. . 55 

CHAPTER HI. 

Tornado—Dop.artnre from Jenna—The Journey into the inte¬ 
rior euiitinurd throiiv;Ii vaiious Towns and Villages—111- 
iiesM of (he Travellers — Hohoo, the former Capital of 
Yarriba—A-rrival at Katunga. , . 99 

CHAPTER IV. 

Katongn—llansolali. King of Katunga—Precautions to avoid 
detention by ilie Kini:—Ainitl.y of the natives—Markets of 
Katunga—I>elaycci by neiglibouring war—Custom relating 
to presents—Reserve of the ])eople concerning their coun¬ 
try—I’l leir general character—Progress of the Fal'itahs— 
Preparations for departure by a new route—Farewell visit 
to llie King. ..... 


171 



CONTENTS, 


XU 


CHAPTER V. 

Departure from Katanga—Difficulties with the Carriers— 
Afusicians of-Atoopa—Town of Keeshee—Cariosity of the 
Natives—Falhtah town of Acba—Character of its Inliabi- 
tants—The Governor of Keeshee and his wife—Their 
Superstition—Jjeave Keeshee—Robbers—Cross tlic Jloussa 
—Change In the country—Escort from the King of Kiama 
—Arrival in that City. .... 


Ta 


IDS 


CHAPTER Vr. 

Ki^ma—Visit to the King—Wooden Figures—Varro’s Hut 
—llis objection to the former route to Wowow l>eiiig 
adopted by the Travellers—Instance of Native Kriendsbip 
—Mohamednn Priests—their Character—Tradition of Itie 
FaUitahs—Ceremonies of tlie Hehuii Kalati—Ccichratioi. 
of the Festiv.il—Native Horse-Itscing—The King’s Sons 
—Poiaouous Lir-ard—Supeistition of the Natives—Cjm- 
parisou between tlie imtives of Itorgoo and Varriba— 

Traits of Character—Falatabs—Law relating to them. . ‘i25 


CHAPTER VIX. 

Departure from Kiama—Native Gratitude—Village of Ka- 
kafungi—Native Dance—John Lander taken ill—Deserleil 
Route—Cross the River Oly—Story of the Falatahs—Kn- 
campment — Tornado — I'tness of .fohn Lander—Messen¬ 
gers from Coobly with assistance—Arrival in that Town— 
Reception—Presents from Doossa—Mount Cornwall—Re¬ 
covery of John Lauder—Leave Coo!)ly—Ruins—Town of 
Zaiee—Arrival at Uoossa—Reception. . . 253 



DIRECTIONS FOR PLACING THE PLATES, 


Voi.. I. 

to face Tagte 

PDi-fr.tit of Richard Lander. the Title 

The small Map of the Qtiorra, &c. (Introduction) id 

Larj^e Map of the Course of the Quorra, the Joliha, 

&.C. (Narrative). 1 

Voi.. II. 

Portr.iit of John Lander. the Title 

'j'he Fetish at I’atashic ........ 239 

The Ne'.ilic Canoe.2rtl 

Mount Kesa.270 

III. 

The ICluic Cniioo. the Title 

Banks of the Quorra. 09 








—— * We pass o’er Africk’s sultry cUme, 

To wberc the Xiger rolls liia mighty stream 
With doubtful current, whether bent his coursa 
Or to the rising or the setting sun : 

Till one advent’rous man, thro’ perils great 
And toil immense, hunger, and thirst, and pain. 

The question solved, and saw him eastward duiv 
Blajeatic through his woods.’ 

MlJtLiKix’s Jliver-side, Book III. 



INTRODUCTION. 


Of the ninncrous acquisitions that geography 
has nijulo since the revival of letters and the 
extension of (onimeree, there are but few %vhich 
have resultt'd from d(*sign, however well con¬ 
ceived, or from the direct attempts of travellers, 
liowevt'r p(‘i*seN eringly pursued. The tllscovery 
of America was indeed a sj)lendid example of 
both enlightened conception and heroic cfllbrt, 
crowned with success ; and tli<‘ unabated ardour 
nith wliich tliis country has persisted in seek¬ 
ing for the river Niger, and in tracing its course, 
may well be adduced as another illustrious in¬ 
stance. 

Among the difficulties insoparabh' from the 
lot of travellers, those arising from climate 
may be considered as the most formidable. 
'J'lie inunediate presence of some imminent 
dangt'r of a transient nature, cannot be com¬ 
pared with the secret and incessant operations 
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of an unhealtbjf dimate^ and no dimate . more 
than that of Africa is noted for its fatal efi^s 
cfii Europeans. Tlie slow progress of discovery 
in Africa has hitherto arisen, principally, from 
this cause. While other countries, furtlier 
removed from civilized Europe, have welcomed 
4he researches of the scientific*traveller, and 
amply rewarded hyn with their ridies, Africa 
has spurned liim from her soil by the destruc¬ 
tive tendency of her climate, or the treachery 
of her people. 

As long as any fact is excluded from the 
knowledge of man, he who is in search of it 
will supply the deficiency by his own conclu¬ 
sions, wliich will be more or less <listant from it, 
according to Ins favourite opinions. There can 
.be no better illustration of this, than in the in¬ 
stance aflbrded by the Johba, Quorra, or ^ iger. 
l^he termination of this river w as eutirelv un¬ 
known until tile completion of the recent expe¬ 
dition j and certainly no geographical problem, 
excepting perhaps that of the celebrated Xortli- 
West Passage, had given rise to so many oppo¬ 
site theories, or iiad employed the conjectures 
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of 80 many learned men. * Simas Park*8 first 
discovery of the Joliba, e^'ery point the 
pass has been assumed for the ulterior coufsa 
and termination of that river,’ says an able 
writer in the Quarterly Remew, justly oon> 
sidered as the enlightened advocate and sin* 
cere friend bf geographical discovery. And 
however wrong, as the same writer agrees, sub- 
Tjjequent discovery has proved tliis ^ speculative 
•geography’ to have been, it is not to be 
regarded as useless. Theories may be far 
short of the truth; but while they display 
the ingenuity and reasoning jx>wer8 of their 
authors, they tend to keep alive that spirit Oi 
inquiry and thirst for knowledge, which ter* 
minates in discovery; probably but for this 
cause, the present might yet have been delayed 
many years. 

Much difference of opinion prevails among 
well informed and exj>erienced geographers, as 
to the early notices in history of tliis question¬ 
able river. Herodotus, emphatically styled 
the * Father of Historians,’ states in his * Geo¬ 
graphy of Africa,’ that some young Nasa- 
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xooniaits, a people who dwelt in the north of 
Africa, on the borders of the Mediterranean, 
travelled in a westerly direction from a part of 
Figypt, until they came to a large river full 
of crocodiles, and flowing towards the rising 
sun, and that they were conducted by the 
natives to a considerable city, situated on its 
banks. The difficulty has been to identify the 
track of these travellers, and tlieir accwmt of 
what they saw, with what is now known of 
the river lately discovered, and the part of 
Africa in which it is situated. It is contended 
by the writer before alluded to, whose opi¬ 
nion is entitled to much deference, from his 
especial acquaintance with African geograph)^, 
that these young meai. by travelling due 
west from Bilraa, tbe ])art of Egypt from 
whence they are supposed to have set out, 
could never have reached the Quorra, which 
they are supposetl by some to have done, and 
to have called the Niger. The dilhculty of 
even determining one point to be due west of 
another, at that early period, affords grounds 
for doubting that such a course in its literal 
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sense could have be^ meant^ and it would hawo 
been next to impossible for them to have 
avoided going either to the north or south of 
that direction. The subject lias been abiy 
treated by Lieutenant-Colonel I-<eake, in a 
voluminous paper read to the Geograpliical 
Society at the first meeting of the present 
season. Colonel Ijcake states, that by travel¬ 
ling in a direction not further to the south than 
west-south-west, or half way between west and 
south-west from Bilma, the travellers might 
have arrived at the river; and he considers 
the city to which they were conducted, to have 
been no other than Timbuctoo. 

At this early ]>eriod, which was nearly five 
hundred years before the Christian era, when 
the N ile, fi*om its vast magnitude, chiefly occu¬ 
pied the attention of ancient writers, it was 
natural for them to conclude, as the river dis¬ 
covered by these travellei’s was stated to flow 
from the west, that its waters reached the 
higher branches of this river. The fact 
of the Nile, in an early part of its course^ 
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also frorh the fevoured th^ 6oll* 
elusion; and hence the first error concerning' 
h; was promulgated by Herodntus, in having 
considered it to be a distant source of the Nile. 
Discovery has proved that Herodotus, allowing 
for the period in which he wrote, possessed con¬ 
siderable knowledge of the geography of Africa, 
however he might have fallen into error here, 
and this circumstance gave additional weight 
to his opinions. 

Little notice is taken of the Niger by Strabo, 
but Pliny treats largely upon this river. After 
conducting it in an easterly direction from its 
source in lower Mauritania, through sandy 
deserts, sometimes flowing over them, and at 
others disappearing beneath them, he brings it 
to the Nile of Egypt, and coincides in the 
original opinion of Herodotus, that the Niger 
and the Nile are one and the same river. But 
the most reasonable geographer of his time is 
Mela, who, while he nearly coincided in the 
general opinion as to the source of the Niger, 
after making it flow from west to east, acknow- 
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ledger with becoming caodouir^ that when it 
reaches the centre of the continent, no one 
Juiew what became of it. He justly deprecates 
as fabulous the idea of its flowing beneath 
sands, and attributes such an opinion to the 
want of knowledge, respecting it in different 
parts of its course. 

Ptolemy, who was the first to break through 
the imaginary bond which united the Niger 
and the Nile, unhappily had no other support 
to his pretensions of any knowledge respecting 
the former. His ac'count of the Niger is so 
vague, as to make it ditficult even to determine 
the course which he supposed it to take. He 
adhered to the former opinion respecting its 
general tlirection, and considered as one river 
the streams of several. 

Such were the confused accounts of the carHec 
writers on geography respecting this mysterious 
river, when the dissolution of the Roman empire 
produced a total change in the opinions con¬ 
cerning it, and made them still more incom¬ 
prehensible. 'I'he Arabians bail now spread 
themselves over northern Africa, and bv their 



r»TROI>TTCTl61r. 


sxii 

wandering habits were calculated to acquire 
more information concerning it than their 
predecessors. They have accordingly given 
fuller accounts of the geography of the country; 
but in those of the Niger are not more fortunate 
than their predecessors. The opinions of Abul- 
feda and Edrisi, tht*ir most celebrated gi*ogra- 
phere, were totally different from those of the 
former writers. Instead of allowinff the Niger 
an easterly course, they considered its source as 
identical with that of the Nile, and bestowed 
on each the same name. The Nile of Egypt 
they supposed to run northerly into the M<^- 
t«Tanean, while for the Niger they assumed a 
westerly course across the wliole continent, 
until it reached the Atlantic ocean, or ‘ Sea of 
Darknessand, to distinguish it from the 
former, they named it the ' Nile of the Ne¬ 
groes.’ It is difficult to imagine how such an 
hj’pot.hesis as this could have been received. 
The idea of the river flowing to the eart might 
be easily adniittecl, in comparifon with it, as a 
considerable part of its course is actually in that 
direction, and as much of it as was likely to be 
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known to the »neimt geographers. As no part 
of it, except that near the Delta, l9ows to the 
westward, some other river than the Niger must 
have been meant. 

The state of Europe at this period was ill 
calculated to throw any light on tliis interesting 
question, and, therefore, it lay neglected and 
concealed in obscurity. Maritime discovery at 
length promised to achieve uhat was not to 
be expected by other means; and the Portu- 
gu«H>, in pursuit of commerce, under the favour¬ 
able auspices of their enliglilened sovereigns 
of the fifteenth century, enlarged the know¬ 
ledge of African geography. Intent on car¬ 
rying on their conquests in India, the Portu¬ 
guese were contpelled to pass the coasts of thk 
continent, and in their progress they founded 
many setlh'menls, from which tliscovery w^as 
extended into the interior. 

Leo Alrieanus, a native of Granada, in Spain, 
was well acquainted with Arabian literature, 
and assigned a westerly course to the Niger. 
He differs from the Arabians only in its source, 
whidi he places to the west of that of the Nile. 



tugtt^, in their discoveries on the western 
coast of Africa, found successively the mouths 
of the Senegal, the Gambia, and the Rio 
Grande. The situation of the.se rivers favoured 
the supposition of the westerly course of the 
Jil^iger, and they were accordingly considered as 
the channek by which it entered the Atlantic 
socean. 

The intercourse of the Portuguese with the 
-natives of the SCnegfal and Gambia, a.s well as 
their communications with Timbuctoo, did not 
suffice to point out to them this error, and it has 
been perpetuated in all their maps, A remark¬ 
able circumstance, however, may here be ob¬ 
served concerning the position of Timbuctoo. 
This city is placed so near the sea, as to excite 
suspicion of its being the same as tiiat on the 
JNiger, and another place named Tamboucanee, 
on the Senegal, is mentioned as answering their 
Timbuctoo. On the whole, therefore, although 
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it eaiinotbe doubted that tbe Portuguese ob* 
tained a considerable store of information re> 
specting the Niger, they appear to have turned 
it to little account. 

Of all those who have devoted their attention 
to Africa, the French geographers, De Lisle 
and D'Anville, have evinced more care and 
thought than any other. Do Lisle adopts the 
cx>urae assigned to the Niger by the Arabians 
in his map of the world in the year 1700, and 
in his map of Soudan, or Nigritia, published in 
1745, preser\'es the sumo; wliilo, in another 
map of the workl, published in 1714, he gives 
the sources both of the Niger and Senegal. 
The latter he makes to run westward, and the 
former eastwaril; and it is rather extraor¬ 
dinary tluit, so late as 1745, he should have 
persevered in the old error. Whether the 
sm)iul separation of the Niger in the west from 
the Senegal, as the fii’st had been in the east 
from the NUe, is clue to De Lisle or not, D’An- 
ville, in 1749, follows it \ip in his map of Africa, 
published at that time. In tliis map, D’An- 
ville places the source of the Senegal in the 
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same position as De Lisle, and the source of 
the Niger he places a little to the eastward of 
k. They each assume their proper course,— 
the former to the west, and the latter to the 
east, as far as Wangara, where it is met by 
another stream, coming in the opposite direc'- 
tion. The Niger, or Nile of the Negroes, is 
stated in the same map, according to Edrisi, as 
taking its rise close to the source of the Nile, 
and running in a north-west direction, till it ter¬ 
minates in the Lake of Bornou. D'AnvUle, 
in the mean time, entered deeply into the ques¬ 
tion of the rivers in the interior of Africa, and, 
in 1755, communicated the result of liis labours 
to the French Academy. 

Thus the source of the Niger, as well 
as its course, remained in obscurity until 
English geographers and travellers took the 
field. An entirely new era in the progress of 
African geography now commenced; and, to 
the honour of Great Britain, a number of 
w’ealthy and philanthropic individuals formed 
themselves, in the year 1788, into a society, 
for the express purpose of promoting dis- 
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corpry in that country. The necessary funds 
for the assistance of travellers were provided by 
this body, and intelligent individuals were only 
required to iSarry their designs into execution. 
The tirst and principal object which occupied 
their attention, was the soliition of the grand 
problem respecting the course and termination 
of the Niger, and a reward was promised to the 
person who should succeed in determining them. 

The first person who was dispatched on this 
mission, under the auspices of the African As" 
sociation, was Mr. John Ledyard, an American 
by birth, and one who was gifted with an ex¬ 
traordinary desire for travelling. He had 
already been round the world with Captain 
Cook, and bad undergone hardships and priva¬ 
tions in a joTimey that he performed in Russia, 
wliich. as the oxi-fioits of a single trav’eller, 
stand unrivalled. Ledyard met the proposals 
of the association with promptness and deci¬ 
sion, and departed for Africa in June 1788. 
Some idea may Iw formed of this extraordinary 
man, from Ills communication to a friend on 
the nwrning of his departure—* 1 am ac- 
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customedy' said ha, * to hardships ; I hava 
known both hunger and nakedness to the* 
utmost extremity of human suffering. I ha^ 
known what it is to have food given me as 
cdiarity to a ^madman; and I have at times 
been obl^d to shelter myself \mder the 
miseries of that character, to avoid a greater 
calamity.* Such were the words of Ledyard, 
and his performances had been no less remark-* 
able. His instructions were to penetrate into 
Africa by the way of Egypt, and to traverse 
the continent in the latitude of the Niger. In 
pursuit of this, Ledyard reached Cairo in the 
month of August following,—where, becoming- 
impatient and vexed by the delay of the 
caravan with which he was to have, travelled, 
his anxious mind sunk under disappointment, 
and an iUness qtiickly terminated his career. 
Ledyard possessed, in an eminent degree, the 
daring spirit so requisite for such an under¬ 
taking ; but was deficient in patience, a virttie 
which is peculiarly required in an African 
traveller. 

The next person who went to Africa, to 
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explbre the Niger, was Mr. Lucaft. The 
journey of this travdUer, which took place in 
the following year, is remarkable for the 
additions which he contributed to African 
geography, accor^ng to information which 
he obtained from the Arabs, although he did 
not penetrate* farther to the south than Me- 
surata, a place five days’ journey from TripoU. 
In liis account of the Fezzan merchants, who 
crossed the Niger at a ferry two miles south of 
Cassena, by allowing for the geographical in¬ 
accuracies of the time, may probably be dis¬ 
cerned the ferry of Comie, below Boossa, or 
that of Ilabba,* mentioned in the following 
journal. The account, however, which Mr. 
Liucas gave of the cxmi'se of the Niger, is not 
confirmed by discovery ; but that the merchants 
after crossing it, pursued their journey to Ash- 
antee, and met with tlie goora-nuts, renders it 
extremely probable, that these two ferries, 
which form the highway across this river, 
were alluded to by his informers. 

The western coast now became the quarter 
to which the attention of the African Associa- 



XXX 


urraoip^xipx. 


tion was directed as likely to afford greater 
advantages for penetrating to tlie Niger, duqi 
foom Tripoli. In 17I&1, Major Houghtoiv 
who had become acquainted with the character 
of the Arabs while Eb'itish Consul at Marocoo, 
undertcK^ to explore the Niger. He ascended 
the Gambia, and having reached the upper 
part of this river, took a northerly direction into 
JLudama, on the borders of the great desert. 
Having agreed with some Moorish merchauis 
to convey him to Tkheet, he set out with them 
from Jarra, and at the expiration of two days* 
he determined on not accompanying thorn far¬ 
ther, from a suspicioti of their iutenlions. Tlie 
consequence was, tl»al he w as plundered and 
deserted ]yy the Moors, ami died at Jarra, after 
tfilvdLlitig aioiic severed days. 

live OMUwe of the Niger still lay* ooncealed 
sit vague and uusaiisfoctory statements, no mo- 
dent traveller having yet succeeded in msudimg 
tts hanks. 1 he honour of first accompliahiQg 
tins hazardous enterprize was reserved for 
no 1^ unfortunate than his predecessors. In 
1795, the celebrated Mr. Mungo Park, a native 
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ef Scotland, offered his services to the African 
Association. A knowledge of medicine, be¬ 
sides other useful attainments, atdded to a 
natural taste for geographical discovery, pecu- 
Katly qualified him for such a purpose; and 
his offer being accepted, he set out for the 
Niger. Adopting tlie route of Major Hough¬ 
ton, he peiMitrated up the Gambia, and quickly 
reached Medina. Leaving the Gambia at 
this place, he kept a more northerly direction, 
and crossed the Falem^, a tributary to the 
Senegal, near Fatteconda. Having crossed 
the Senegal, an<l passe<l Kcinxuoo, he arrived 
at Jarra, where he found the remains of 
Major Houghton, On loavitig Jarra, lie 
adopted a course to the southwartl of east, and 
after havinar expt?riencetl great difficulties and 
privations in con.sc<juencc of wars, he at length 
arriveti at the long-sotight Niger, and betM^ld 
it flowing from west to east. From Sego, he 
contintied his journey along the hank of the 
Niger to Silla; where, finding himself ex¬ 
hausted by weaknew, and deirtitute df the 
means of proceeding further, he determined oa 
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returning to England. He reached the Gam¬ 
bia by a more direct route than that by which 
he had travelled to the Niger, and arrived in 
England in December 1797. At Silla, which 
he stated as being two hundred miles from 
Timbuctoo, he collected much information; 
and thus was the commencement of the Niger 
first traced on the m’kp from the actual obser¬ 
vation of a modem traveller. In this journey. 
Park explored the Niger between Bamma- 
koo and Silla, the former being, according to 
his account, about ten days’ journey distant 
from its source. 

During the absence of Mr. Park in Western 
Africa, under the direction of the Association, 
Mr. W. G, Browne, at his own expense, 
passed through Egypt, and travelled to the 
west into Darfur, where he was detained three 
years. His information chiefly concerns E^'pt, 
and nothing was gained from liim respecting 
the Niger. 

A new theory respecting the course and 
termination of this river now started into 
notice. After his return, Mr. Park happening 
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to meet with a Mr. Maxwell/ who w’-as as 
much inter^ted about the river Congo, as Mr. 
Park was with the Niger, these two travellers 
communicated their sentiments to each oth^ 
respecting them, and came to the conclusion 
that they were one and the same river. There 
.was much to favour this decision. The 
Niger had been found by Park flowing front 
-west to east, and from the accounts of the 
ancients, it was siipposefl to flow still farther 
in that direction, perhaps as far as a thousand 
miles from Silla, the extent of his discovery. 
Beyond this, all was conjc'cture res])ecting it, 
an<l tliere was nothing unreasonable in the 
supposition that it might take a sovith-east 
-direnhon from Wangara, and Ijecome the 
Congo, the course of which river was then 
unequally known. Such v as Park’s opinion, 
and upon which he soon after acted. 

The course of the river, after the return 
of Park, was investigated minutely by Ma¬ 
jor Rennell, whose name will ever be re¬ 
vered by geographers. Besides laying it down 
irom Park’s discoteries, he entered fully into 
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ibe various statements concerning it by tin© 
ancient writers; and, after considerable 
he arrived at the conclusion that the ttvear, 
having passed Timbuctoo, floated a thousand 
miles in an easterly direction, and temMna♦^^ 
in a lake or swamp, called Wangara, into 
which also another’river fell from the eastward. 
This opinion, pronovinced by such a man as 
Major Rennell, was received with confirlencc, 
and prevailed generally among geographers. 
Still it was unsatisfactory. Doubts woi’c justly 
entertained on the possibility of its disappear¬ 
ing in such a manner, but the accounts of the 
ancients afforded no other means of disposing 
of it. 

M. Reichard, a Grerman, entertained a dif¬ 
ferent opinion from that of Major Rennell, 
although he agreed with him in believing that 
it flowed to Wangara. From this place, M. 
Reichard supposed that it assumed a south¬ 
west course, and terminated in the Gulf cf 
Guinea, It was observed at the time that 
there was neither cridence on which such an 
opinion could be supported, nor any by which 
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it could be refuted. As for £U9 Waiigara^ it 
was acknowledged on th« authority of the .an¬ 
cients, but l>eyond this no one knew amything 
of it, and Al. Reichard’s theory st;Ood alone. 
Discovery has proved him to be right in re¬ 
spect of its ultimate disposal, but at the same 
time he participated in the general error re¬ 
garding its course to Wangara. 

The next traveller s«*nt out by the African 
Association was a Grerman, named Home"- 
mann. At Fezzan, the fajrthest extent of his 
travels, he collected much information respect¬ 
ing the geography of Africa; but concerning 
the course of the Niger he contributed little or 
nothing. In April, 1800, he uTotc to Kngland, 
saying that he was on the point starting for 
Bomou, since which time no account of him 
has lieen received. 

Another German, named Roentgen, was the 
next traveller sent out by the African Associa- 
tiofi. His instructions were to penetrate to 
Tinibuctoo, from Alogadore. It was liis in¬ 
tention to have accompanied the caravan to 
that place from Marcxco, but he is supposed to 
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have been murdered by his servant, a person 
bearing a suspicious character, whom he had 
taken into his service against the advice of all 
to whom he was known. 

The travels of Buckhardt, also sent out by 
the Association, threw no additional light on 
the course of the Niger. 

Another era in the history of African geo¬ 
graphy may now be observed—one which, al¬ 
though marked by misfortune in its very com- 
mencement, and followed up by the loss of 
many very valuable lives, has ultimately pro¬ 
duced the long sought for and desired result. 
The formation of the African Association 
had already been followed by an imj>ortant 
discovery, and the persons com]K>sing it had 
secured to themselves the honour o(‘ having 
given to the world the fn*st authentic account 
of the Niger from personal observation. By 
their aid Park had successfully explored three 
hundred miles of this river, when tlie attention 
of the British government, among other pur¬ 
suits of a similar naturo, was turned towards it. 
The voyages of Cook had already enlarged the 
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bounds of geographical knowledge in nearly 
every part of the world by sea, and an expedi¬ 
tion for the discovery of the course and ter* 
mination of the Niger was now ordered. 

This intelligence was communicated to Park, 
w’ho, in his usual sanguine manner, eagerly set 
to work in pre*paring for the journey. lie had 
drawn xip a plan of proceeding, for the accom¬ 
plishment of which he required the assistance 
of thirty-six Europeans; six of whom were to 
be seamen, and the rest soldiers. His plan 
was adopted, and a sum of five thousand 
pounds was placed at his disposal by govern¬ 
ment, for equipping the expeilition. The in¬ 
tention of Park was to follow his former track 
to the Niger, and having reachetl its banks, 
there to biiild two vessels for his party, and to 
follow with them the course of the river. If 
it should fall into the Congo, after passing 
Wangara, ho entertainetl no doubt of reaching 
the sea; but if it should terminate in this lake 
or morass, as was supposetl, he then 0 X 1 ) 001^1 
that he should have to encounter much difti-. 
culty. Hitherto the discovery of the Niger 
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had been attempted by single travellers, who 
had endeavoured to reach their destination by 
accompanying the caravans, but tliis second 
journey of Park assumed an entirely new cha¬ 
racter, and sanguine hopes were justly enter¬ 
tained of his success. 

The second journey of Park terminated 
fatally, and the great Question of the course of 
the Niger, wlaich had seemed to be on the 
dawn of discovery, was again obscured. Much 
information had been collected concerning 
the fate of Park and his party, previous to 
the expedition of the present travellera, by 
W’hom it lias been confirmed. After expe¬ 
riencing difficulties and dangers, of nearly 
every description, with only seven men remain¬ 
ing of his whole party, and these in such a 
state, from the effects of the climate, as to be 
scarcely able to proceed, he at length reachetl a 
mountain ridge near Bammagoo, from ivhence 
he once more beheld the Niger. Here he con- 
sadered that all his difficulties were ai an end, 
and proceeded on to Sansanding, on the bank 
of the river, a few miles below Sego, where he 
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accoinplisbesd the building of his resseL By 
the time that he was ready to depart, which 
was on the 17th of November, 18^5, when he 
despatched one of his men, named Isaaco, to 
England with his journals and letters, five of 
lus party only were left* Among those whom, 
he had lost a few days before was Mr. Anderson, 
his brotherdn-law, to whom allusion is made 
in the ibUowing journal. 

The strong determination of Park to per¬ 
severe in his design of tracing the course of the 
river to its termination, is thus expressed in 
one of his letters from this place. Though 
all the Europeans who are with me should die, 
and though I were myself half dead, I would 
still persevere, and if I could not succeed in the 
object of my journey, I would at least die in 
the Niger.’ How truly were his words veri¬ 
fied ! and yet not by the effect of the climate, 
which he had wonderfully escaped, but by 
mere accident, prodviced by unfortunate circum¬ 
stances. How often is the cup of hope dashed 
from our lips, when we consider ourselves 
most certain of its contents! Intelligence w'as 



whcape, being attacked by the natives, 
he previonsly had been in many placed 
after leaving Sansanding, he was sup|X)sed to 
have been driven from Ins vessel, and to have 
perished in tlio river,, which intelligence is, 
confirmed by the present account. liichard. 
Liander was informed at.Boossa,, that his jjarty, 
consisting of many black. 2 )cople who bad been, 
hired by him, were mistaken by the natives of 
this j)lace for Falatahs, with whom tln‘y were 
then at war; and that the nature of the river, 
there is such, that there was but one part 
through which his vessel could jjass, and where 
he could not avoid the attacks of the nati\es. 
This statement, as well as that obtained by 
Richard Lander at Ydoori, so amply eonfirm 
the account contained in an Arab document, 
the translation of which apjjears in Denham’s 
"Work, that it deserves being inse.rted here. 

“ Hence be it known, that some Christians 
came to the town of Youri, in the kiiigdom of 
Yaoor, and landed and purchased jjrovisions, 
as onions and other things ; and they sent a 
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present to the King of Yaoor. The said king 
tlesii-ed them to wait until he should send them 
a messenger; but they were frightened, and 
W'ent away by tlie sea (river). They arrived 
at the town called Bossa, or Boossa, and their 
ship then nibbed (struck) ujion a rock, and all 
of them pcrislfcd in the river.'' 

“ This fact is witliin our knowledge, and 
peace be the end.” 

■ (‘ Note by the Translator. —In adebtion to 
the above, there is a kind of jiostscript ap¬ 
pended to the document by a different hand, 
which being both ungrammatical iuid scarcely 
legible, I had some difficulty in transUiting 
and giving it a proper meaning. The W'ords, 
however, are I think as follows, though most 
of them have been made out by conjecture.) 

‘‘ And tliey agreed or arranged among them¬ 
selves, and swam in the sea (river), while the 
men who were with (j)ursuing) them ajipeared 
on the coast of the sea (bank of the river), and 
fell upon them till they v\ ent down (sunk) in it.” 

By the fuliovving extract from a document 
in the late Captain Clapperton's Journal in 
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Africa, p. 334, it appears that Park and his 
party visited Timbuctoo. After briefly no¬ 
ticing the jMrogress of the forty Christians as 
far as Sansanding, from which place they 
set out with only five men, it states that 
they arrived at Masena, and that " They so¬ 
journed there with the pince, who was one of 
the sons of the Sultan of Timbuctoo, and wh<^ 
name was Babal Kydiali. He entertained 
them, and gave th«m leave to proceed to Tim¬ 
buctoo. They continued their voyage till tliey 
arrived in safety, five as they were, at the city 
■of Timbuctoo, where they resided as long as 
God was pleased. Thence they went on to¬ 
wards the country of S’oghy, till they came to 
one of its towns, called Gharwal-graoo. There 
the Tuaricks met and fought tliem severely till 
three were killed, and two only of them escaped 
with the vessel.” 

“ They proceeded to%vards the east till they 
arrived at Boossa; but the inhabitants fought 
and killed them, and their ship is to this 
nofoment there. This is the substance and 
truth of the case.” Thus terminated the first 
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attempt made by die British government to 
dkoover the course of the Niger. 

The next person who is supposed to have 
visited Timbuctoo, was an American seaman, 
named Adams, but liis narrative throws no 
additional light on the course of the Niger. 

Amidst the extraordinary political events 
which agitated the whole of Europe, further 
attempts at discovery were susjiended till the 
commencement of the present peace. Accord¬ 
ingly, in tlie year 1816, in conformity with the 
favourite hypothesis of Park, an expedition 
was sent to penetrate into Africa by the river 
Congo, witli the view of arriving at the N iger, 
under the direction of Captain Tuekey, of the 
Roj'al Navy. The fate of this expedition was 
the counterpart of the preceding. Two hun¬ 
dred and eighty miles from the coast was the 
extent of its progi'ess; and the question was 
as far as ever from being decided. At the same 
time, another party, consisting of a hundred, 
men, were placed under the direction of Major 
Peddie, to reach tlie Niger by Park’s route 
from the Gambia, and sent out to meet that 
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under Captain Tuckey. This party ascended 
the river Nunez, and were equally unfortunate 
with that which had gone to the Congo. 

' The first intelligence obtained respecting 
the course of the Niger, since its discovery 
by Park, was by the late Captain Clap- 
perton of the Navy, when he was at Sockatoo 
in 1824. He had reached this place from 
Bornou, whither he had accompanied Major 
Denham and Dr. Oudney from Tripoli. 
Here he first gained the intelligence that the 
river ran to the south, and that it flowed into 
the sea at Funda. With this information, and 
a vast deal more relating to other parts of 
Africa through which he had passed. Clapper- 
ton returned to England. His favourable re¬ 
ception by Bello, the Falatah Sultan, induced 
the British government to send him out again, 
accompanied by Captain Pearce and Dr. Mor¬ 
rison of the Royal Navy. These officers landed 
at Badagry, and the only one belonging to their 
party, who returned safely to England, w as 
Richard Lander, the attendant of Clapperton. 
Captain Pearce and Dr. Morrison died a few 
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days after leaving Badagry; and Clapperton, 
accompanied by Lander, soon after arrived at 
Wowow, from which place they visited Boossa, 
the place of Park’s death. Clapperton had 
imbibed ft strong aversion to descending the 
Niger, and made no secret of it to Lander. 
His firm convfction was, that whoever attempted 
to go down this river, would fall by the attacks 
of the natives; and would never live to reach 
its termination. Clapperton ciossed the ri\er at 
Comie, below Boossa, and died soon after reach¬ 
ing Sockatoo. Lauder, having jwrfonned the last 
duties to the remains of his friend and master, 
commenced Iris return to England with his 
papers. Having traversed a considerable part 
of the country as far as Dunrora, he would in 
all probability have found his tvay down the 
Niger, htul he not been interrupted by the 
natives, and compelled to turn back. This 
cii’cumstancc alone obliged him to return by 
his former route to Badagry, at tvhich place he 
narrowly escaped with his life. In this expe¬ 
dition, the position of Boossa, on the banks of 
the Niger, was obtained, and an approximate 



'IWT»OD0CTIOI#. 


xliri 

position of Yaoori^ besides the conrse of the 
»iver between theise places. 

During Clapperton’s absence on his second 
journey. Major Laing penetrated from Tri¬ 
poli to Timbuctoo. He had already escaped 
‘from an attack by a band of Tuaricks, (a 
roving people %vho inhabit the desert,) and 
had departed from Timbuctoo on his way to 
Sego, when he'was inhumanly murdered by 
a Moorish merchant, named Bambooshi, whom 
he had engaged as a guide. Major Laing’s 
papers have not reached England, but it may 
still be hoped that his observations at Tira- 
buctoo will not be finally lost. 

A Frenchman named Cailli^ has visited 
Timbuctoo since Major Laing, but his visit has 
produced no addition to our knowledge of the 
Niger. 

The natives near Boossii seem to have but 
a vague notion of the cottrse of the river below 
that place. At Tabra, in Nouffie, Clapperton 
was told that * the Quorra ran into the sea 
behind Benin, at Funda; that the Nyffe 
people and those of Benin were the same 
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people; that Benin paid tribute to Nyflfe. 
There is something remarkable in diis; but 
Clapperton attributes it to the desire of the 
natives to impress a stranger with an exalted 
opinion of their country. The Sultan Bello 
himself believed that the river, after passing 
Boossa and Wowow, entered the sea at Funda. 
The extent of their knowledge of the river, and 
how little their information was calctilated to 
assist the geographer, may be seen by the fol¬ 
lowing amusing extract from the explanation 
to Bello’s map, given in the Appendix, p. 333, 
of Clapperton’s book. * Now the great river 
Cowiira comes, and here is its representation. 
This great river is the largest in all the 
territories of Hatissa; we know' not of its 
source, nor of any one who has seen it. It 
rushes and precipitates itself through the 
country from left to right, and contains many 
islands, inhabited by fishermen, herdsmen,, 
husbandmen, and settlers. As to the variety 
of its animals; birds, and fish, it is only known 
to the Lord Creator; it has rocks and moun¬ 
tains which break and shatter to pieces all 
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vessels that are driven against them; and its 
great roaring and noise, with the agitation of 
its waves, astomsh the hearer, and terrify #ie 
beholder; and at the same time exhibit the 
wonderfid power of the Omnipotent Creaton* 
Such was the idea of Bello’s mallam or learned 
priest; and again at p. 340, in ^ a traditional 
account of ditferenf nations of Africa,’ it is 
stated, that, ^ tile river Kowiira runs through 
mountains, and a great many woods and 
forests; and has mountains on the north and 
east. This great river issues from the Moun¬ 
tain of the Moon; and "what we' knmv of it 
is, that it comes from Sookan to Kiga, to Kabi, 
to Yaoori, to Boossk, to Wawa, and to Noo- 
fee,’—* but in that place there is another river, 
which springs from Zirma to Ghoober, to 
Zeffra, to Korg, or Korra, and then enters 
Noofee; its name is Kaduna,’ or the Koodoo- 
nia, the extent to which the Niger seems to 
have been knorni by the natives, although they 
had heard of Funda. 

Various accounts of the river had now been 
gradually collected from different sources. 
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which afforded grounds for fresh theories re- 
speciting its tei-minatiou. That of Reichard 
was the favourite, although Wangara was dis¬ 
pensed with; and that the river foil into the 
Gulf of Guinea was pretty generally agreed. 
These different opinions appeared in seve¬ 
ral publicatioits, in which, as might be ex¬ 
pected, much error w^as mixed up with the 
general cori’ectness. That the river flowed into 
the sea at Funda was the grand point ob¬ 
tained, and where Funda might be was of no 
importance. The bnly exception to these, was 
the theory of Major Denham, supported by 
Sultan Bello’s information, who continued its 
easterly course below Boossa, and ended it in 
Lake Tshad. This he doubtless considered 
the more probable, as he says that he found a 
river Sliary running into that Lake. Major 
Laing ended it in the river Volta, near Accra ; 
Clappertou brought it to the sea near the 
mouth of the Lagos, about half way between 
Ba<lagry and the moxith of the river Benin; 
while Reichard concluded rightly that the river 
Benin was tlie outlet of the Niger. Others be- 
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lieved ihat the mouths of the numerous rivers 

between the Formc»a and the old Calebar were 

« 

the outlets of tins river; among whom w®re 
Captain W. F. W. Owen* Captain A. T. E. 
Vidal, and Captain B. M. Kelly, besides seve¬ 
ral other naval officers who had been stationed 
on the coast. The accounts of Isiverpool palm- 
oil traders ftivoured the same conclusion; never¬ 
theless, no one had yet explored the river be¬ 
low Boossa,—all was uncertainty, and founded 
only on report and supposition. A solitary at¬ 
tempt to reach it from the old Calebar river was 
made in 1805, by a Mr. NichoUs, who died 
shortly after leaving Duke Town; and this 
is remarkable from having been the only one 
made from that quarter. 

The annexed map serves to show tlie ex¬ 
tent of our knowledge of the river at tins period. 
Park had laid down its course betw een Bam- 
makoo and Silla in his first journey, and had 
found that its source was in the same moun¬ 
tainous range that gave rise to the Senegal. 
The part below Silla, as far as Timbuctoo, was 
the result of intelligence obtained by him in his 



second j<mmey» Beyond Timbuctoo, the only 
place known to be sihiated on its banks^ was 
Boossa, the position of which h^ been deter¬ 
mined by Clapperton, but the actual course of 
the river between those places remained en¬ 
tirely unknown. The part included wit,hin the 
dottf3d square* is the result o£ the X<anders* 
exj'Hidition; and therefore^ that part between 
Yaoori, the extent of their journey, and 
Timbuctoo, is all that remains to be explored 
of the Niger, There is no doubt of its con¬ 
tinuity betw’een those places, from the leports 
qf Park, as the vessel he’ built at Sansanding^ 
was lost at Boossk, and they liave been con¬ 
nected by the broken line merely to show the 
2 )robable course of the river. Considering 
llie ndative position of the Senegal and 
Niger, it is no matter of surj)rLse, that they 
should have been confounded w-ith each otlwr 
in the early stages of history, although they 
run in opjiosite diiwctions, for, even at the 
j)resent time, the ignorance of every one who 
Itad b(‘cn applied to concerning the river, was 
the su>)ject of lemark by the last travellere. 
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Such was the uncertain condition in wliich the 
course of the Niger remained, when tiie happy 
idea occurred of sending the Messrs. Lauder to 
follow its course below Boossa. By this stepy 
the British government completed vvliat it had 
begun, and accomplished, in a few months, tli© 
work of ages. Richard Lander, Well acquaint etl 
with the nature of siich an undertaking, volun¬ 
teered his .services to perform it. His instioic- 
tions, of wliich the following is a copy, were 
given to him, and having been supplied with 
the articles, a list of which will be found in the 
Appendix, accompanied by his brother Jolm, 
he set out on tliis interesting expedition. 

^ ‘ Downinff Street, 31*/ December, 1829. 

* I am directed by Secretary Sir 

* George Murray to acquaint you, tliat he has 

* deemed it expedient to accept the offer w hich 

* you have made, to proceed to Africa, acconi- 
‘ panied by your brother*, for the purpose of 

* Though the Government refused to allow him a salar 3 ', 
or make him even the promise of reward, my brother eagerly 
volunteered to accompany me.-—R. 1>. 
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< ascertaining the course of the Great River 

* which was crossed by the late Captain Clap- 

< perton, on his journey to Soccatoo; and a 

< passage liaving been accordingly engaged for 

* you and your brother on board of the Alert, 

* merchant vessel, which is proceeding to Cajx*- 

* Coast Castle* on the western coast of Africa, 

* I am to draire that you will embark directly 

* on board of that vessel. 

' In the event of your falling in with anj' of 
' his Majesty’s ships of war on the coast of 

< Africa, previously to your arrival at Cape- 
^ Coast Castle, you will prevail on the master 
' to use every endeavour to speak with such 

* ship of war, and to deliver to the officer com- 
manding her, the letter of which you are the 

' bearer, and which is to require him to con- 
'vey yourself and your brother to Badagrj% 

* to present you to the king, and to give you 
such assistance as may be required to enable 

* you to set out on your joumev: 

You should incur as little delay as pos- 

* sible at Badagry, in order that, by reaching 
' the hilly country, you may be more secure 
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* from those ferers which are known to h& 
^ prevalent on the low lands of the sea-coast.' 

* You are to proceed by the same road as on 
*a previous occasion, as far as Katun^a, un- 

* less you shall be able to find, on the northern 

* side of the mountains, a road which will lead 

* you to Funda, on the Quorra or Niger, in 

* wluch case you are to proceed direct tor 

* Funda. If, however, it should lie necessary 

* to go as far as Katunga, you are to use your 

* endeavours to prevail on the chief of thaf 

* country to assist you on your way to the 
' Quorra, and with the means of tracing down, 

* either by land or water, the course of that 

* river as far as Funda. 

* On your arrival at this place, you are 

* to be very particular in your observations,' 

* so as to enable you to give a correct state- 

* ment— 

* 1st. WTiether any, anti vvhat rivers fall 

* into the Quorra at or near that place, or’ 

* whether the whole or any part of the Quorra 
** turns to the eastward. 

* 2nd. Whether there is at Funda, or in the 
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* neighbourhood, any lake or coUecticwi of 

* waters, or large swamp ; in which case you 
' are to go round such Isdce or swamp, and be 

* very particular in examining whether any 

* river flows into or out of it, and in what 

* direction it takes its course. 

* 3rd. If you shouhl find that at Funda the 
' Quorra continues to flow to the southward, 

* you are to follow it to the sea, w'here, in tliis 

* case, it may be presumed to empty its winters ; 

' but if it should be found to turn off to the 

* eastward, in which case it will m<»t probably 

* fall into the Lake Tshad, you are to follow 

* its course in that direction, as far as you con- 

* ccive you can venture to do, with due regard 

* to your personal safety, even to Bornou, in 

* w'hich case it will be for you to determine 

* whether it may not be advisable to return 

* home by the way of Fezzan and Tripoli: if^ 

* hoAvever, after proceeding in an easterly 

* coui*se for some <listance, the river should be 

* found to turn off towanls the south, you are 

* to follow it, as before, dow'ii to the sea. In 
' short, after having once gained the banks of 
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* the Quoira; either from Katunga, or lower 

* down, you are to follow its course, if possible, 

* to its termination, wherever that may be. 

* Should you be of opinion that the Sultan 

* of Youri can safely be communicated with, 

* you are at liberty to send your brother with 
^ a present to that chief, to ask,* in the king’s 
' name, for certain books or papers which he 

* is supposed to have, that belonged to the 
' late Mr. Park ; but you are not necessarily 
^ yourself to wait for your brother’s return, but 

* to proceed in the execution of the main object 

* of your mission, to ascertain the course ami 
^ termination of the Niger. 

'You are to take every opportunity of send- 

* ing down by the coast a brief abstract of your 

* proceedings and observations, furnishing the 

* bearer with a note, setting forth the reward- 

* he is to have for his trouble, and requesting 

* any English person, to whom it is presented, 
^ to pay that reward, on the faith that it will be 

* repaid liim by the British Goverament. 

' For the performance of this service, you are 
' furnished with all the articles which you have 
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* required for your personal convenience, during 
« your journey, together with a sum of two hun- 

* dred dollars in coin, and in case, upon your 

* arrival at Badagry, you should find it ab- 

* solutely necessary to provide yourself with a 

* further supply of dollars, you will be at liberty 
' to draw uporf this department for any sum not 

* exceeding three hundred dollars. 

‘ During the ensuing year, the sum of one 

* hundred pounds wiU be paid to your wife, in 

* quarterly payments, and upon your retvirn a 

* gratuity of one hundred pounds will be paid 

* to yourself. 

* All the papers and observations which you 

* shall bring back with yovi, are to be delivered 
^by you at this office, and you will be entitled 

* to receive any pecuniai*y consideration which 
f maj’^ be obtained from the publication of the 

* account of your journey. 

* I am. Sir, &c. &c. 

‘ (Signed) K. W. Hay.* 

* To Mr. Richard Lander.’’ 
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fCopy of the letter alluded to in the foregoing instructions. J 

‘ Sir, Admirally Office, 23f(l Decemher, 1829. 

‘ I am commanded by my Lords 

* Commissioners of the Admiralty, to transmit 

* to you a copy of a letter from Mr, Hay, rc- 
' lative to an expedition into Africa, under- 

* taken by Mr. Richard Lander and his brother j 

* and I am to signify their Lordships’ direc- 

* tions to you, to take measures for conveying^ 

* Messrs. Lander from Cape-Coast Castle to 
' Badilgry, to be there presented, as desiml in 

* Mr. Hay’s letter, to the authorities of the 
' place, as persons in whose welfare the British 
^ Government takes much interest, and also to 
‘ provide these travellers with any assistance 
‘ of which they may stand in need, for the 2 )ro- 

* sccution of their undertakiugf. 

‘ I am. Sir, &c. &c. 

‘ J. Barroav.* 

‘ To Commodore Collier, C. B., ortht 
Commanding Officer of any of His Ma¬ 
jesty's Ships which Messrs. Landkr may 
fall in with on the Coast of Africa' 
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The travellers have succeeded; their dis-; 
covery is already known to the world, and the 
following pages aintain the particulars of their 
journey.* There are two features which distin¬ 
guish tliis expedition from all those that have 
precedwl it, namely, the magnitude and im¬ 
portance of the discovery, and the small means 
by which it has been accomplished. Science 
here was out of the question, and all de¬ 
pended on that homely quality of the mind, 
^ determination of puiqxise,’ a leading feature in 
the character of our countrymen, without wliich 
science itself is ctf little avail. 

The elder brother, Richard Lander, is 
already known to the world as the faithlul at- 
ttmdant of the late Captain Clapperton. Hie 
manner in which he had acquitted himsell' of 
his trust, amidst the difficulties he had to con¬ 
tend with, after that officer’s death, bosjioke 
him as worthy of being sent on such a mission, 
when scientific observations were not expecte<l; 
and the result has proved the justness of the 
opinion that had been formcHl of him. De- 
scentUnl from Coniish parents, and gifted ^vitl^. 



m mtman^uay Uiimt, it was not his fortune 
lo boast aitherthe honours high birthy or even 

to possess the advantages of a commonplaoe 
education. His leading quality has been a share 
of perseverance, rivalling that of any former 
traveller. This perseverance, under the pro¬ 
tection of Divine Ph)vidence, has enabled him 
to surmount every tlifficuUy, to unlock the por¬ 
tals of western Africa, and he has now the 
proud gratification of knowing, tliat he has 
well earned that reward from his King, which 
has placed him in honourable comiietency. 

The younger brother, John Lander, in¬ 
fluenced by a laudable desire of assisting his 
brother and of visiting Africa, accompanied him 
on the journey without pecuniary exj)ectancy ; 
and it is due to him to state, that the narrative 
is largely indebted to his observation. Natu¬ 
rally of a warm imagination, his tleseriptions 
are not without their faults; but while this is 
acknowledged, it must be admitted that he has 
enriched the Journal with much interesting and 
valuable information. In point of education 
and literary attainments, John Lander has the 
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advantage of his brother, and has already 
produced several essays, in prose and verse, 
besides liaviiig written the accounts of liis 
brother’s former journey. Having shared the 
dangers of liis last expedition, he lias been 
promised an employment under Government, 
suitable to liiS abilities; and the friends of 
knowledge and science will rejoice in seeing 
these travellers, the only two left of tliose who 
have gone out on this dangerous mission, be¬ 
come objects of their country’s care- 

The first annual premium of fifYy guineas, 
which has been placed at the disposal of the 
President and Council of the Royal Geo¬ 
graphical Society, by his jSIost Gracious 
Majesty, was awarded to Richard Lauder, as 
having been charged with the expedition. On 
the I4tli of November, it was prt‘sented to bi»T| 
by the President, Lord Godericli, aceornpanied 
by a few obsenations, most gratifying to liis 
feelings; and it is a remarkable fact, tliat tlie 
incorporation of the African Association with 
the Geographical Society was announced by 
liis Lordsliip immediately aftenva^,—that 
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Association whose first and eliief solicitudes had 
been the grand disoovery for which the reward 
had Wen just Wstowed. 

Tlxe unfortunate disaster that befell the 
travellers at Kirree nearly deprived the world 
of tW fruits of their observations; but for¬ 
tunately, although .those of each in diffor- 
ent parts of the journey were lost in the 
river, tlie thread of the narrative has been 
preserved entire by what remained. The first 
portion of the Journal is from the obser¬ 
vations of John Lander—those of Richard, 
bertveen tlieir departure from England and 
Rabba, having been lost. Tlie remainder 
of it, to‘the conclusion, is from the journal 
of Richard Lander, assisted by that of his 
brother, part of the journal of the latter, 
between Rabba and Kirree, being also lost. 
And there is little doubt, that the parts 
which have thus perished would have added 
materially to the value of the whole. In 
pixparing the journals for publication, for 
the sake of clearness, as well as iii pursuance 
of custom, Richard Lander, the elder brother. 
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being charged 'with the cotpedition, has been 
considered as the principal, and the journal of 
John Lander, while they were separate from 
each other, is preserved in his own name. 
This plan ha^'ing been determined on, after 
about half of the ^rstA olume had been printed, 
a few' alterations bectmie necessary, and these 
have been niatle withoxit departing from the 
.sense intended to be conveyed. 

In conclusion, a word or two may be said 
respecting the map which has been consti’ucted 
from the journals. The JiccomplishtHl sur¬ 
veyor will look in vain along the list of the 
iu-tif^es, w'ith which the travellers were supjdied, 
for the instruments of his calling; and the man 
of science, to form liis opinion of it, need only 
be told, that a common compass was all they 
possossinl to benefit geography, beyond the 
oliservation of their senses. Even tliis triflinop 
though important assistance was lost at Kirree, 
below which place the sun became their only 
guide. 'I’oo much faith must not tlierefore 
be reposed in the various ser])ontine courses 
of the river on the map, as it is neither war- 
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ranted by the resources, nor the ability of 
the travellers. The map, in its most favour¬ 
able point of view, can be considered only as 
a sketch of the river authenticated by personal 
observation, which will serve to assist future 
travellers, from whose superior attainments 
something nearer approaching to geographi¬ 
cal precision may be expected. Even under 
these circumstances, the present travellers will 
always derive ample satisfaction in reflecting 
that they have served as pioneers of African 
discovery. 


A. B. B. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Dej^iiiturc from ]Enp;l;im!—Ai-riviil at Cape Coast—Ana 
lualjo 0 —Accra— B udagrj-. 

W k embarked from Pt»rtsmoutli on the 9th Jatui- 
ary, 1830, iu tlie brig Alert, Tyson master, for 
Cape Coast Castle, wlierc wc arrived on the 22d 
of tlie followitig month, haVmg had a quick, but 
])oisleron8 and unjdeasant passage of forty-two 
days. We should be sadJy wanting in gratiti^de 
and every }iroper feeling,' if we wen* to ofiirit 
aek);owledging, in this j)lace, the truly handsome 
and gentlemanly treatment >ve experienced from 
IVlr. Ceorge Maclean, President of the Gouncil at 
Ca])e Coast, who had been our fellow'passenger 
in liie Alert, as well as the merchants resident 
there, who web'omed ns on our arrival. In fact 
they all vied with each other in making them¬ 
selves agret'able, and in- showing ns the most 
marked attention ; and they entertained us with a 
generous hospitality, which would have done ho¬ 
nour to the boasted olden time. Here we were for¬ 
tunate enough to engage old Pascoe and his wife, 
with JowdiOj who had been emidoyed on the last 
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mission, together witli Ihrahim anil Miua, two 
Bornou men, who were well aciiuainted with I'ng' 
lish manners, and could converse in the llaussa 
langxiage. These individuals jironiisod to hi; very 
usel’ul in the e.\j)edition, more es])ecially old I’as- 
cuc; whose merits as an interjireter arc unijnesiion- 
ahlc. 

After remaining at Cape Coast Castle eiglit 
days, we accompanied Mr. Maclean on a visit 
to Mr. lJutcliinson, Commandant of Anamahdo, 
wlikih is about nine miies distance from the 
former j-lace. This gentleman received us in a 
manner that doe.s eijual honour to his heart and 
feeii'igs, W'ould tliat we could re]»ay liint in 
any way I'or his generous ah.amUmmenl and for- 
i,;c’,ruhu's:s of all liis private c-oncerns solviy ti» 
jpicasc !Uh] amuse his guests ; would that we couid 
cummaiid language forcible and glowing eno! >jh 
tt) {express the gratitude we feel for the divioto- 
r<;sled Idnchiess he sltowtsl us at dinamaltiio. Air. 
lii'.lchinson lives in his casth; like an Ihi.’lish. 
baruvt in liie fciula! times, untioeturepl, liowever, 
by barbarism or ignorance, lor llui pt>lished re- 
fmemeut.-’. of lif; liavc insinuated themselves into 
his dwcllijig, tliotigh it is entirely surromi.lc ! i)y 
savagt^s, and thotigdi the ebanning soee.d ipf h 
lady’s voice is seKlom or never Ineard in bis lonely 
hall. Hi.s silken banners, liis turreted east'e, bis 
tlovt)t':;d vassals, his hospitality, and even his very 
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M>lit;irin('ss, all cf>ns|)iro to recall to tlie mind the 
manners and way of life of an old English barou 
in one of llu^ most interesting piwiods of our his¬ 
tory, nliilst the highly chivalrous and romantic 
spirit of the geiitlcman alluded to is strictly in 
unison with the iniprossion. ?iir. Hutchinson has 
residi <1 very many years on the coast, and is one 
of tlie lew iiniitiduals that liavc-; visiied tin; capita! 
<.>f .\sha.ntee, whendn he resided eight months, 
and o!)lnined a better aeipialntanec; ^^ith the man- 
TU'i s. ensunns, and pnrsnit.s of that warlike', enter- 
jiriNii e;, and original nation tlian any otl;cr Eu¬ 
ropean whatever. In the .•\sha)ite(' war lu' took 
a ver\' active jiart, ami rendc'red important and 
vahedilc service's to the (anise he so \varudy 
espou'eil. 

We abode at tlie fort till ibe dtli Marcli, wln-u 
wi' iaide adien to our kind host, and our much- 
respeclid friend Mr. (deorge Maclean, and f'Ui- 
braceti the o]ii)ortiinity of ^■•ailiug in tlie , v!ert b'r 
Accra, wh'la' \\ e e.xpected to find a \e.'-vel to take 
us til (biilaarv, in the Lliglit of ilenin, igereeably 
to onr in'lvuctions. 

bor the last time we I'cg lea\e to e\|.r('ss our 
eratit'ide to tlu' worthy president and the council 
at ('ape. Coa.-i, i'or their nohle and fe-elinuf treat- 
inent of MS, '^Inmcf'is, and to assure them that we 
shall eiK'risli the vemembrauei' of it as long as we 
live. It is conduct such as this, sci flatu-ring to 
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one’s self-love, that makes the deepest and most 
lasting impression on the heart, and that clings to 
it when the memory of other, and perhaps more 
hliportant things, has long passed away. 

In two days we arrived opposite the British fort 
at Accra, and landed on the 7th. Here we abode 
with Mr. Fry, the commandant, a whole week, 
which afforded us ample leisure to stroll about the 
neighbourhood, and admire the surpassing beauty 
of the country. Accra is, witliout exception, the 
pleasantest and most healthy British settlement 
on the western coast of Africa. Its trade has 
perhaps suffered by the late unfortunate Ashantee 
war, in common with Cape Coast Castle and 
other places, but it is beginning to revive again. 
His Majesty’s brig Clinker arrived the day before 
us, and two days after she was joined by the 
Medina sloop of war, and the Black Joke. 

On the 15th we embarked on board the Clinker, 
Lieutenant Matson commander, and having sailed 
direct for Badfigry, we dropped anchor in the 
roadstead in front of that town on the 19th. My 
brother landed and was introduced to the chief by 
Mr. Brown, master of the brig, on the following 
day, and every thing having been arranged to our 
satisfaction, the luggagewas safely landed on the 
21st. 

From Lieutenant Matson, an officer to whom 
we are under infinite obligations for the many 
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courtesies and acts of kindness he showed us, we 
received a young man of colour named Antonio, 
son to the chief of Bonny, who eagerly embraced 
the opportunity of proceeding with us into the 
interior, being impressed with the notion that he 
should be enabled to reach his home and country 
by means of the Great River, or Niger. 

March 22rf*—^Cheered by six hearty huzzas, 
good-naturedly given us by the crew of the 
Clinker, at the desire of her gallant commander, 
we sailed towards the beach in one of the brig’s 
boats in the earlier part of the afternoon, and 
having been taken into a canoe that was waiting 
at tlic edge of the breakers to receive us, we were 
jdyed over a tremendous surf, and flung with vio¬ 
lence on the burning sands. 

Wet and uncomfortable as this accident had 
rendered us, we had no change of linen at hand, 
and we W'alked to a small creek about the distance 
of a (juartor of a mile from the sea-shore, where 
we were taken into a native canoe, and conveyed 
safely through an extremely narrow channel, over¬ 
hung with luxuriant vegetation, into the Baddgry 
river, which is a branch of the Lagos. It is a 
beautiful body of water, resembling a lake in 
miniature; its surface is smooth and transparent 
as glass, and its picturesque banks are shaded by 
trees of a lively verdure. We were soon landed on 
the opposite .side, when our road lay over a n;ng~ 
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nilicent plam, on which deer, antelopes, and buf¬ 
faloes are often observed to feed. Numbers of men, 
women, and children followed us to the town of 
Badd^ry, and they made the most terrific noises at 
•our heels, but whether these were symptoms of 
satisfaction or displeasure, admiration or ridicule, 
we could not at first understand. We were soon, 
however, satisfied that the latter fiaeling was pre- 
fiorainant; and indeed jour clothing was exceed¬ 
ingly grotesque, consisting of a straw hat, larger 
than an umbrella, a scarlet Mohammedan tobe 
or tunic and belt, with boots and full Turkish trow- 
sers. So unusual a dress might well cause tlie 
people to laugh heartily ; they were all evidently 
highly amused, but the more modest of the fe¬ 
males, unwilling to give us any uneasiness, turned 
aside to conceal the titter, from which they were 
utterly unable to refrain. 

On our way we observed various groups of 
people seated under the spreading branches of 
-superb trees, vending provisions and country 
cloth; and on our approach many of these arose 
rfnd bowed, whilst others fell on their knees before 
us in token of respect. W’’e reached the dwelling 
which had been prepared for us about three o’clock 
in the afternoon, but as tlie day was too far 
advanced to visit the chief or king, we sent a 
messenger to inform him of our intention of 
paying him our respects to-morrow morning. 
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March 23d .—At nine o’clock this morning, 
agreeably to yesterday’s promise, we visited the 
chief at his residence, which is somewhat more 
than half a mile from our own. On our entrance 
he was sitting on a couple of boxes, in a small 
bamboo apartment, from whose sides were sus¬ 
pended a great quantity of muskets and swords, 
with a few paltrj' umbrellas, and a couple of horses’ 
tails, which are used for the purpose of brush¬ 
ing away flies and other insects. King Adooley 
looked up in our faces without making any obser¬ 
vation, and did not rise from his seat to con¬ 
gratulate us on our arrivaL He appeared in 
deep refleclion, and thoughtfully rested his elbow 
on an old wooden table, pillowing his head on 
his hand. One of the most venerable and 
ancient of his subjects was squatted at the feet of 
his master, smoking from a pipe of extraordinary 
length ; whilst Lantern, his eldest sou and heir 
apparent, was kneeling at his side, etiquette not 
allowing the youth to sit in presence of his father. 
•Everything bore an air of gloom and sadness 
totally different from what we had been led -to 
expect We shook hands, but the 2 )ressure of 
llie chief was so very faint that it was scarcely 
perceptible; yet, notwithstanding this ap 2 )arcnt 
coldness, we seated ourselves, one on each side, 
without ceremony or embarrassment. The con¬ 
versation was commenced on our part by inquiring 
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aft« tlie chiefs health, which was answered only 
by a languid smile, and he again relapsed into his 
former thoughtfulness. We then displayed to the 
greatest advantage the presents we had brought 
for him from England; they were accepted, it 
is true, but without the slightest demonstration of 
pleasure or satisfaction ; they were scarcely looked 
at, and were carried away by his -attendants with 
real or seeming indifferance. Tliis was very mor¬ 
tifying, but we said not a word, though it was 
the easiest, thing imaginable to perceive that ail 
was not right. A reserve, the cause whereof we 
could not define, and a coldness towards us for 
which we could in no wise account, marked the 
conduct of the once spirited and good-natured 
chief of Baddgry, and prepared us to anticipate 
various difficulties in the prosecution of our plans, 
which we are persuaded will require much art 
and influence to sunnount. Adooley left us 
abruptly in the midst of the conversation, and did 
not return for some time. 

Wearied at length with his long delay, we de¬ 
spatched a messenger to acquaint him that we 
were .becoming imi)atient, and would feel obliged 
by his immediate return, in order to put an end to 
our conference, or palaver as it is emphatically 
styled, as speedily as possible. On receiving this 
message the chief hastened back, and entered the 
apartment with a melancholy countenance, which 
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was partially concealed behind large volumes of 
smoke from a tobacco-pipe which he was using. 
He seated himself between us as before, and gave 
us to understand in a very low tone of voice, that 
he was but just recovering from a severe illness, 
and from the eflects of a variety of misfortunes, 
which had rendered him almost broken-hearted. 
His generals, iJombanee and Poser (mentioned 
in Ciapperton’s Journal), and all his most able 
warriors, had either been slain in battle, or fallen 
by other violent means. Tlic former in. particular, 
whose loss he more particularly lamented, had 
been captured by the Lagos people, who were his 
most inveterate enemies. When this unfortunate 
man was taken prisoner, his right hand was imme¬ 
diately nailed to his head, and the other lopped off 
like a twig. In this manner ho was paraded through 
the town, and exposed to the view of the people, 
whose curiosity being satiated, Bombanee’s head 
was at length severed from his shoulders, and 
being dried in the sun and beat to dust, was 
sent in triumph to the Chief of Baddgry. To 
add to his calamities, Adooley’s house, which con¬ 
tained an immense cjuantity of gunpowder, had 
been blown uji by accident, and destroyed ail his 
property, consisting of a variety of presents, most 
of them very valuable, that had been made him by 
Ca2)tain Clapperton, and by European merchants 
and traders in slaves. The chief and his women 
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eacapal with difficulty from the conflagration ; but 
as it was the custom to keep the muskets and 
other fire-arms constantly- loaded, their contents 
were discharged into the bodies and legs of those 
individuals that had flocked to the spot on the 
first alarm. The flames spread with astonishing 
rapidity, notwithstanding every exertion, and ended 
in the destruction of a great part of the town. This 
accounted in some measure for the sad and grie¬ 
vous expression so strongly depicted on the chief’s 
countenance, but still another and more powerful 
reason had doubtless influenced him on this occa- 
eion. 

On returning to our residence, a number of 
* principal men,’ as they style themselves, were 
introduced, to compliment us on coming to their 
country, altliough their true and only motive for 
visiting our quarters was the expectation of obtain¬ 
ing rum, which is the great object of attraction to 
all of them. We have been annoyed during the 
better part of this day by a tribe of ragged beggars, 
whose importunity is really disgusting; and the 
number of old fat-headed and pot-bellied men, 
and skinny, flap-eared women of the last century, 
has been immense. To these garrulous ladies and 
gentlemen have we been obliged to laugh and 
talk, and shake hands, and crack fingers, and 
bend our bodies and bow our heads, and place 
our hands with solemnity on our heads and breasts; 
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make presents, and cringe, fawn, and flatter tip 
to the present moment, which is past bed-time. 
We have not indeed had a moment’s relaxation 
from this excessive fatigue ; and the considera¬ 
tion that we have been waited on by the chief’s 
eldest son has been forgotten in the mortify¬ 
ing inconveniences to which we have been sub¬ 
jected. 

Had Job, amongst his other trials, been ex¬ 
posed to the horrors of an interminable African 
pald,ver^ his patience must have forsaken him. 
I'or my own part, I am of opinion that I shall 
never be a general favourite with this ever-grin¬ 
ning and loquacious people. If I laugh, and 
laugh I most certainly must, it is done against 
my inclination, and consequently with a very 
bad grace. For the first five years of my life, 
I have been told that 1 was never even seen to 
smile, and since that period. Heaven knows, 
my merriment has been confined to particular 
and extraordinary occasions only. How then is 
it jiossible that I can be grinning and playing 
the fool from morning to night, positively with¬ 
out any just incentive to do so, and sweltering 
at the same time under a sun that causes my 
body to burn with intense heat, giving it the ap¬ 
pearance of shrivelled parchment I Fortunately, 
these savages, for savages tiiey most certainly 
arc in the fullest extent of the word, cannot dis- 
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tinguisfe between real and fictitious joy; and 
although I was vexed at heart, and wislied them 
all at the bottom of the Red Sea, or somewhere 
else, I have every reason to believe that my forced 
attempts to please the natives have so far been 
successful; and that I have obtained the reputa¬ 
tion, which I certainly do not deserve, of being 
one of the pleasantest and best tempered persons 
in the world. 

One of the Fetish-men has just sent us a 
present of a duck, fully as large as an English 
goose; but as the fellow expects ten times its 
value in return, it is no proof, I think, of the 
bonevolence of his disposition. Last night we 
were obliged to station armed men around our 
house, for the purpose of protecting our goods from 
the rapacity of a multitude of thieves that infest 
this place, and who display the greatest cunning 
imaginable, to ingratiate themselves into our 
favour. We arose unrefreshed this morning, at 
day-break, the noise of children crying, the firing of 
guns, and the discordant sound of drums and horns, 
preventing us from enjoying the sweetness of re¬ 
pose, so infinitely desirable after a long day spent 
in a routine of tiresome cereinony and etiquette. 

March ‘ZAth .—One of the chiefs messengers, 
who is a Hhussa Mallam,* or priest, presented hini- 

'• Mallam signifies ‘ learned,’— Ciapperton. 
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self at the door of our house this mornhig, followed 
by a large and handsome spotted sheep from his 
native country, whose neck was adorned with little 
bells, which made a pretty jingling noise. We 
were much prepossessed in this man’s favour by 
the calmness and serenity of his countenance, and 
the modesty, or rather timidity of his manners. 
He was dressed* in the llhussa costume, viz., cap, 
tohe, trousers, and sandals. He wore four large 
silver rings on his thumb, and his left wrist was 
ornamented with a solid silver bnacelet. This is 
the only individual that has yet visited us purely 
with disinterested motives, as all the others make 
it a juactice to beg whenever they favour us with 
their company. But the Mallam, it is to be under¬ 
stood, is a Mussulman, and it is the fast of the 
Ilhamadan, so tliat he is foi'bidden by his creed 
either to eat or drink from the rising to the setting 
of the sun. 

A Falatah residing in the town has agreed to 
sujiply us witli with cow’s milk every morning, as 
long as we may have occasion to remain; he is like¬ 
wise a Mohammedan ; and imitating the example 
of the Mallam, he scrupulously adheres to the ri¬ 
gorous }>recepts of his religion. 

The chief’s ehlest son has been with us the 
greatest part of to-day. The manners of this 
young man are reserved, but respectful; he is a 
great admirer of the English, and has obtained a 
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smattering of their language. Although his ap¬ 
pearance is extremely boyish, he has already 
three wives, and is the father of two children,. 
His front teeth are filed to a point after the man¬ 
ner of the Lagos people, but notwithstanding tliis 
disadvantage, his features bear less marks of fero¬ 
city than we have observed in the countenance of 
any one of his countrymen, while his general deport¬ 
ment is infinitely more pleasing and humble than 
theirs. When asked, whether if it were in his j)ower 
to do so, he would injure us two, or any Euro¬ 
pean that might hereafter visit Badagry, he made 
no reply, but silently approached our seat, and 
falling on his knees at our feet, he pressed me with 
eagerness to his soft naked bosom, and affection¬ 
ately kissed my hand. I thought that language 
and expression would not have been half so elo¬ 
quent as this. 

We have heard to-day that peace has been esta¬ 
blished between Porto Novo and Baddgry. The 
messenger that brought this agreeable news has 
presented Adooley with three slaves, from his 
master, the chief of the former state, as a token 
that it is to be lasting. This disUacted country is 
ever at war with her neighbours, and consequently 
is always in a state of agitation and ])Overty. 
Provisions are from the same cause extremely 
scarce and dear. 

Since our conference wdth the chief on Tuesday 
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we Imve learned with surprise and sorrow, that a 
party of the populace have expressed themselves 
decidedly hostile to our projects, and that its 
leaders arc continually with Adooley, using all 
their influence, and exercising all their cunning, 
in order to awaken his slumbering jealousy. They 
endeavour to persuade him to demand, ere he 
grants us leave to pass through his country, a sum 
of money, which they are all aware it is not in our 
power to pay, and therefore, they imagine we shall 
he compelled to abandon the undertaking. The 
first intimation we received of the effect of these 
insinuations on the mind of the chief was brought 
us this morning by one wh(» pronounces himself to 
be on ‘ our side.’ This man assured us with an 
ominous visage, that Adooley had declared in the 
hearing of all the people, that the coat we had given 
him was intended for a boy, and not a man ; it was 
therefore unworthy his acceptance as a king, and 
he considered that we meant to insult him. The 
coat alluded to by Adooley is indeed extremely old- 
fashioned, and belonged to a surgeon in the navy 
about twenty years ago, notwithstanding which it is 
now almost as good as new, and was mafic very 
showy by the addition of a pair of tarnished gold 
epaulets. Nor can anything he clearer than that an 
enemy of ours luasbeen striving to render the chief 
discontented and mistrustful, since nothing was so 
gladly received as this very coat two days ago. 
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To counteract the efforts of the malicious, we have 
been unusually busy to-day in sounding the dispo¬ 
sition of those, who, we are inclined to believe, 
from the fondness they evince for our rum, are 
favourable to our intentions and devoted to our 
interests. 

Two mulattoes reside in the town, one of whom, 
by name Hooper, acts as interpreter to Adoo- 
ley, and shares a godd deal of his confidence. 
He was bom at Cape Coast Castle in 1780, and 
was for many years a soldier in the African corps. 
His father was an Englishman, and he boasts of 
being a British subject. He is excessively vain of 
his origin ; yet he is the most confirmed drunk'ai’d 
alive, always getting intoxicated before breakfast, 
and. remaining in a soaking state all day long. 
JThis does not, however, make him regardless of 
his personal interests, to which, on the contrary, 
he is ever alive, and indeed sacrifices every other 
feeling. The other mulatto can read and write 
English tolerably well, having received his edu¬ 
cation at Sierra Leone ; he is a slave to Adooley, 
and is almost as bad as Plooper as to drinking. 
These political advisers of the chief we have 
had little difficulty in bribing over to our interests: 
we have likewise been tampering with several 
native chiefs, apparently with equal success. Un¬ 
fortunately, every one styles himself a great and 
powerful man, and old Hooj er hhnself calls a host 
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of ragged scoundrels, ‘ noblemen and gentlemen.’ 
Each of these he advises and conjures us to con¬ 
ciliate with presents, and especially spirituous 
liquors, in order to do away any evil impression 
they may secretly have received, and obtain their 
sufi'rages, though it should be at the expense of 
half the goods in our possession. There is hardly 
any knowing ’wlio is monarch here, or even what 
form of government prevails. Besides tlie king of 
kings himself, the redoubtable Adooley, four fel¬ 
lows assume the title of royalty; namely, the 
kings of Spanish Town, of Portuguese Town, of 
English Town, and of French Town—Badagry 
being divided into four districts, bearing the 
names of the European nations just mentioned. 
This evening we received an invitation .from 
the former of these chieftains, who by all ac¬ 
counts was originally the sole governor of the 
country, until his authority was wrested from 
him by a more powerful hand. He now lives in 
retirement, and subsists by purchasing slaves and 
reselling them to Sjianish and Portuguese traders. 
In him we found a meek and venerable old man, 
of respectable appearance. He was surrounded 
by a number of men and boys, his household 
slaves, who were all armed with pistols, daggers, 
muskets, cutlasses, swords, &c., the manufacture 
of various European countries. In the first place 
he assured us, that nothing could give him more 
voi.. I. c 
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pleasure than to welcome to Badagry; and he 
very much wondered that we had not visited him 
before. If we had a present to give him, he said, 
he would thank us, but if we had not, still he 
would thank us. A table was then brought out 
into the court before the house, whereon decanters, 
and glasses, with a burning liquor obtained from 
the Portuguese, were placed. In one corner of 
tire yard was a little lilit, not more than two feet 
in height, wherein had been placed a fetish figure, 
to preserve the chief from any danger or mischief, 
which our presence might otherwise have entailed 
upon him. A portion of the spirit was poured into 
one of the glasses, and from it emptied into cacli of 
the others, and then drunk by the attendant that 
had fetched it from tlje house. This is an old 
custom, introduced, no doubt, to ])revent masters 
from being poisoned by the treachery of their slaves. 
As soon as the decanters had been emptied of tlieir 
contents, other ardent spirits were produced ; but 
as my brother imagined that fetish-water had been 
mingled with it, we simply took about a tea-S})Oon- 
ful into our mouths, and privately ejected it on the 
ground. The old chief promised to return our 
visit to-morrow; and lifting up Ills hands and 
eyes to Heaven, like a child in the attitude of 
prayer, he invoked the Almighty to preserve and 
bless us (for this was the interpretation of his ex¬ 
pressions). AVe then saluted him in the usual 
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manner, and returned, well pleased, to our own 
habitation. 

If one may be allowed to form an opinion of 
the population of Baclagry, from the vast number 
of sellers he meets with, or rather if the number of 
buyers bears any proportion to them, the town 
must be wonderfully popxilous, for though the old 
chief’s residence is above a mile and a half from 
ours, peojfle were found vending a variety of arti¬ 
cles at every step of the way. 

We are most anxious to proceed on our journey, 
but the chief Adooley evades our solicitations to 
depart under the most frivolous and absurd pre¬ 
tences. He asserts that his principal reason for 
detaining us hei'e, against our inclination, is the 
apprehension he entertains for our safety, the road 
not being considered in a good state. Under this 
impression he has despatched a messenger to 
Jenna, to ascertain if the affairs ol' that country 
w'arrant his sending us thither. The old king of 
Jenna, who it will be recollected behaved so kindly 
to Captain Clapperton’s last mission, is dead ; and 
although a successor has been ajtpointed to fill his 
place, lie is not yet arrived fi'om Katunga. This 
being the case, no one will be at Jenna to receive 
us. Meantime the rainy .season is fast approaching, 
as is sufficiently announced by repeated showers and 
occasional tornadoes ; and what makes us still more 
desirous to leave this abominable place, is the fact 

c 2 
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(as vve have been told) tliat a sacrifice of no less 
than three hundred human beings, of both sexes 
and all ages, is shortly to take place. We often 
hear the cries of many of these poor wretches ; 
and the heart sickens with horror at the bare con* 
templation of such a scene as awaits us, should 
we remain here much longer. We, therefore, 
can only wish, that if such is to'be the case, we 
may not be compelled' to witness this bloody 
abomination. 

March 2bth .—We were awoke this morning by 
the warbling of a variety of small birds, which, 
perched on the branches of the beautiful trees sur¬ 
rounding our house, serenade us so charmingly 
that we can never close our eyes after day-break; 
in fact, it would be a shame in us to do so 
whilst we can listen to melody so truly enchanting. 
Shortly after the sun rises our house is full of 
visitors; and from that time till evening we re¬ 
sign ourselves very complacently to a species 
of punishment which is, I fancy, less tolerable 
than purgatory. After cracldng fingers a hun¬ 
dred times, and grinning as often, we were in¬ 
formed this forenoon, that the chief’s messenger 
had returned from Jenna; but, for some reason 
at present unknown to us, the man was almost 
immediately sent back; and we are told, that 
we cannot quit Badagry until he again makes 
his appearance. It is the custom in this place. 
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that when a man cannot pay his respects in person 
to another, he sends a servant with a sword or 
cane, in the same manner as a gentleman de¬ 
livers his card in England. We have received a 
great number of compliments to-day in this fashion; 
and it is almost superfluous to say that a cane or 
sword is at all times a more welcome and agree¬ 
able visitor thait its owner would have been. 

We had not finished breakfast this morning 
before Hooper introduced himself for his accus¬ 
tomed glass of s])irits, to prevent him, according 
to his own account, from getting sick. He took 
the opportunity of informing us, that it would be 
absolutely necessary to visit the ‘ noblemen’ that 
had declared themselves ‘ on our side.’ As we 
strove to court popularity and conciliate these 
vagabonds by every means in our power, we ap¬ 
proved of Hooper’s counsel, and went in the first 
place to the house of the late General Poser, 
which is at present under the sujierintendence of 
his licad man. Him we found squatting indolently 
on a mat, and several old people were holding a 
conversation with him. As the death of Poser is 
not generally known to the people, it being con¬ 
cealed from them for fear of exciting a commotion 
in the town, for he was universally loved and 
respected, we were not permitted even to mention 
his name, and the steward set us the example by 
prudently confining his conversation to the neces- 
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sity of making him a present proportionable to his 
expectations and the dignity of his situation. 
Muskets and other warlike instruments were sus¬ 
pended from the sides of the apartment, and its 
ceiling was decorated with fetishes and Arab 
texts in profusion. Gin and water were pro¬ 
duced, and partaken of with avidity by all present, 
more especially by the two Mulattoes that had 
attended us, which being done, the head-man 
wished the ‘ Great Spirit’ to prosper us in all our 
undertakings, and told us not to forget his present 
by any means. We shortly afterwards paid our 
rtspeets, and quitted the ajiartment with feelings 
of considerable satisfaction; for its con^ned air 
was so impure, that a longer stay, to say the 
least of itj would have been highly unpleasant. 
As it was, we had consumed so much time in 
Poser’s house, that Ave found it necessary to alter 
our intention of visiting the other chiefs; and 
therefore resolved to pay our respects to Adooley, 
whom we had not seen for two days. Accord¬ 
ingly we repaired immediately to his residence, 
and were welcomed to it with much better grace 
than on any previous occasion. 

The chief was eating an undrest onion, and 
seated on an old table, dangling his legs underneath 
it with a vacant thoughtlessness of manner, which 
our abrupt intrusion somewhat dissipated. He 
informed us of his intention of sending us on our 
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journey on the clay after to-morrow, when he ex¬ 
pected that the people of Jenna would be in at 
suitable condition to receive us. He was full of 
good nature, and promised to make my brother a 
present of a horse, which he had brought with him 
from Soccatdo on the former expedition; he added 
that he would sell another to me; and that he most 
particularly wisiicd to examine the goods we in¬ 
tended taking with us into the ‘ bush,’ as the un¬ 
cleared country is called, in order that he might sa¬ 
tisfy himself we had nothing objectionable amongst 
them. Having expressed our thanks to Adooley 
for his well-timed present, and agreed to the con- 
ditionS^he })roj)oscd, we all partook of a little 
spirit and water, which soon made us the best friends 
in the universe. During this palkver, the chiers 
sister and two of his wives were ogling at us, and 
giggling, until the approach of the chief of Eng¬ 
lish towm and the rest of our party put a sudden stop 
to their entertainment, on which they presently left 
the apartment. These men came to settle a domestic 
quarrel, which was soon decided by the chief, who, 
after receiving the usual salutation of droi^ping on 
llie knees, with the face to the earth, chatted and 
laughed immoderately. This was considered by 
us as a hapj)y omen. Very little ceremony is ob¬ 
served by the meanest of the people toward their 
sovereign. They converse with him with aslittlere- 
serve as if he were no better than themselves, while 
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he pays as much attention to tiieir complaints as 
to those of the principal people of the country. 
I should think fliat Adooley is not entirely desti¬ 
tute of the virtues of hospitality, for we observed 
with pleasure that the remainder of his onions were 
divided equally amongst the chiefs who had come 
to visit him, and were received by them with 
marks of the highest satisfaction. 

This afternoon a herald proclaimed the approach 
to our habitation of the venerable chief of Spanish 
Town, with a long suite of thirsty followers. The 
old man’s dress was very simple, consisting only 
of a cap and turban, with a large piece of Man¬ 
chester cotton flung over his right shouklir, and 
held under his left arm. Tliis is infinitely more 
graceful and becoming in the natives, than the 
most showy European apparel, in any variety of 
which, indeed^ they generally look highly ridi- 
chIous. After we had made him and all his 
attendants nearly tipsy, the old chief'began to 
be; very talkative and amusing, continuing to 
chat without intermission for a considerable time, 
not omitting to whisper occasionally to the inter¬ 
preter, by no means to forget, after his depar¬ 
ture, reminding us of the present we had promised 
him, for it is considered the height of rudeness to 
mention any thing of the kind aloud in his pre¬ 
sence. Our rum had operated so cheerily upon 
his followers in the yard, that fat and lean, old 



Ciiap. I.j 


STAY AT BADAGRY. 


25 


and young, commenced dancing, and continued 
performing the most laughable antics, till the/ 
were no longer able to stand. It amused us 
infinitely to observe these creatures, with their old 
solemn, placid-looking chief at their head, stagger¬ 
ing out at the door-way ; we were in truth but 
too happy to get rid of them at so cheap a rate. 
Hooper shortly* afterwards came with a petition 
from twelve ‘ gentlemen’ of English Town, for 
the sum of a hundred and twenty dollars, to be 
divided amongst them; and having no resource, 
we were compelled to submit to the demand of 
these r^aeious scoundrels. 

Late in the evening we received the threatened 
visit from Adooley, who came to examine the 
contents of our boxes. He was borne in a ham¬ 
mock by two men, and was dressed in an English 
linen shirt, a Spanish cloak or mantle, with a cap» 
turban, and sandals. His attendants were three 
half-dressed little boys, who, one by one, placed 
themselves at their master’s feet, as they are in the 
habit of doing. One of them carried a long 
sword, another a pistol, and the third a kind of 
knapsack, filled with tobacco. We presented the 
chief with brandy, equal in strength to spirits of 
wine ; and he svvallovved a large quantity of it 
with exquisite pleasure. The boys were per¬ 
mitted to drink a portion of the liquor every time 
that it was poured into a glass for Adooley ; but 
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thoBgh it was so very strong, it produced no gri* 
mace, nor the slightest distortion of countenance 
in these little fellows. The fondness of the natives, 
or rather their passion for strong waters, is asto- 
nislung,~and they are valued entirely in proportion 
to the intoxicating effects they occasion. Adooley 
smoked nearly all the while he remained in our 
house. As each box wasjopened, however, he would 
take the pipe slowly from his mouth, as if per¬ 
fectly heedless of what \vas going forward; and 
from the couch whereon he was reclining, re¬ 
gard with intense curiosity each article as it was 
held out to his observation. Everything that in 
his opinion demanded a closer examination, or 
more properly speaking, every thing he took a 
fancy to, was put into his hands at his own 
request; but as it woidd be grossly feipolite to 
return it after it liad been soiled by his fingers, 
with the utmost nonchalance the chief delivered it 
over to the care of his recumbent pages, who 
carefully secured it between their logs. Adooley's 
good taste could not of course be questioned ; and 
it did not much surprise, though it grieved us, to 
observe a large portion of almost every article in 
die boxes speedily passing through his hands into 
those of his juvenile minions Nothing seemed 
unworthy his acceptance, from fine scarlet cloth 
to a child’s farthing whistle ; in fact he requested 
a couple of these little instruments to amuse him- 
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self with in retirement! And although he has 
received guns, ammunition, and a variety of goods 
to the amount of nearly three hundred ounces * of 
gold, he is so far from being satisfied that he is 
continually grumbling forth his discontent. Gra¬ 
titude is unknown botli to him and his subjects ; 
the more one gives them, the more pressing are 
their importunities for other favours. The very 
food that one cats and the clothes tliat he wears 
are begged in so fawning a tone and manner, as 
to create disgust and contempt at the first inter¬ 
view. 

It was nearly midnight before Adooley arose 
from his seat to depart, when he took his leave, 
with broad cloth, and cottons, pipes, snuff-boxes, 
and knives, paper, ink, whistles, &c. &c., and 
even som§ of our books, so avaricious is this 
Chief of Baddgry. 

March 26th .—We arose early this morning for 
the purpose of arranging some trifling matters, 
and taking our breakfast in quietness and com¬ 
fort ; but we had scarcely sat down when our 
half-naked grinning ac(iuaintances entered to pay 
us the compliments of the day. Notwithstanding 
our chagrin, so ludicrous was the perpetual bow¬ 
ing and scraping of these our friends, in imitation 
of Europeans, that we could not forbear laughing 

* -4tn ounce of gold on this part of the African coast is 
worth about two pounds sterling. 
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in good earnest. Our runs, which had been kindly 
supplied U3 by Lieutenant Matson, we are happy 
to say, is now nearly all consumed, and the num¬ 
ber of our general visitors has diminished in exact 
proportion to its decrease ; so that we are begin- 
ning to feel the enjoyment of an hour or two’s 
quiet in the course of a day, which is a luxury wo 
could hardly have anticipated. The chief sent his 
son this morning to us, requesting a few needles 
and some small shot. ,We could ill spare tlie 
latter, but it would be impobtic to refuse his 
urgent solicitatioiis, whatever may be their ten¬ 
dency. 

The horses promised by Adooley have been 
sent for us to examine. They appear strong and 
in good condition ; and if they play us no wicked 
pranks in the ‘ bush,’ no doubt they will be emi¬ 
nently serviceable. 

This evening Poser’s head man, who wc under¬ 
stand is one of the Chief’s first captains, returned 
our visit of yesterday, followed by a multitude of 
friends and retainers. He had been determined, I 
believe, before he left home, to be in an ill- 
humour with us, and perhaps he had treated him¬ 
self with an extra dram for the occasion. TJiis 
great bully introduced himself into our dwel¬ 
ling,—his huge round face inflamed with scorn, 
anger and ‘ potations deep.’ He drank with even 
more avidity than hia. countrymen, but the liquor 
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produced no good impression on him, serving 
ratlier to increase his dissatisfaction and cho- 
ler. He begged everything he saw,—and when 
we had gratified him to the best of our power, he 
began to be very abusive and noisy. He said lie 
was convinced we had come into the country with 
no good intentions, and accused us of deceit and 
insincerity in our professions; or in plainer terms, 
that we had been guilty of a direct falseliood in 
stating that we had iio other motive for under¬ 
taking the journey than to recover the papers of 
Mr. Park at Yaoorie. He was assured that we 
w’crc afraid to tell the true reason for leaving our 
own couiitry. We withstood his invectives with 
tolerable composure, and the disgraceful old fel¬ 
low left us in a pet about half an hour after his 
arrival. 

It is really a discouraging reflection that not- 
w’ilhstanding the sacrifices we have made of all 
private feeling and personal comfort for the pur¬ 
pose of conciliating the good opinion of the peo¬ 
ple here,—the constant fatigue and inconveiiience 
to which we have been subjected,—the little arts 
we have practised,—the forced laughter,—^the un¬ 
natural grin,—the never-ending shaking of hands, 
&c. &c., besides the dismal noises and unsavoury 
smells to which our organs have been exposed, 
still some scoundrels aretto be found hardened 
against us by hatred and' pi'cjudice, and so un- 
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grateful for all our gifts and attentions, as to 
take a delight in poisoning tlie minds of the 
people against us hy publicly asserting that we 
are English spies, and make use of other inven¬ 
tions equally false and malicious. Pitiable, in¬ 
deed, must the lot of that man be, who is obliged 
to drag on a year of- existence in so miserable a 
place as this. Nevertheless we are in health and 
spirits, and perhaj)S feel a secret pride in being 
able to subdue our rising.-dissatisfaction, and in 
overcoming difficulties which at a first glance 
seemed insurmountable. By the blessing of 
Heaven we shall proceed prosperously in our 
undertaking, for in the Divine goodness do we 
alone repose all our confidence and hopes of 
success. We may say that pleasure and enjoy¬ 
ment have accompanied us hither. The clear¬ 
ness of the sky is pleasant, and its brilliancy, 
—^ihc softness of the moon—the twinkling bright¬ 
ness of the stars, and the silence of night,—the 
warbling and the flight of birds, the hum of in¬ 
sects, and the varied and luxuriant aspect of beau¬ 
tiful Nature, arc all charming to us. And what 
on earth can be more soothing or delightful than 
thoughts of home and kindred, and antici})ations 
of a holier and more glorious existence ? These 
are true pleasures of which the barbarians cannot 
deprive us. 

To-day the fast of the Rliamadan ends; and 
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to-niorrovv will be held as a holiday by the Mo¬ 
hammedans of the place. 

Saturday^ March 21th .—The noise and jargon 
of our guests pursue us even in sleep, and our 
dreams arc disturbed by fancied pallivers w'hich 
are more unpleasant and vexatious, if possible, 
in their eflects, thaii real ones. Early this morn¬ 
ing we were roused from one of these painful 
slumbers, to listen to the dismal yell of the hyena, 
the shrill crowing of cocks, the hum of night-flies 
and mosquitoes, and the hoarse croaking of frogs, 
together with the chirping of myriads of crickets and 
other insects, which resounded through the air as 
djough it had been pierced with a thousand whistles. 

Just after sunrise, two Mohammedans arrived at 
our house with an invitation for us to accompany 
them to the spot selected for the performance of 
their religious rites and observances. This being 
a novelty, we embraced the proposal with plea¬ 
sure, and followed the men to the distance of 
about a mile from our house. Here we observed 
a number of their countrymen sitting in detached 
groups, actively employed in the duties of lus¬ 
tration and ablution. It was a bare space .of 
ground, edged with trees, and covered with sand. 
The Mussuhnen were obliged to bring water with 
them in calabashes. Seated in a convenient si¬ 
tuation, underneath the spreading branches of a 
myrtle-trcc, without being seen, we could observe 
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all their actions. But a number of boys soon 
intruded themselves upon our privacy, and to 
say the truth, we were more amused by the art¬ 
lessness and playfulness of their manners than 
with ail the grave mummery of the Mohammedan 
worshippers. Groups of people were continually 
arriving at the spot, and these were welcomed to 
it by an occasional flourish of music from a native 
clarionet, &c. They were clad in all their finery, 
their apparel being as gaudy as it was various. 
The covp-d'ceil presented by no means an un¬ 
interesting spectacle. Loose tobes, with caps and 
turbans, striped and plain, red, blue, and black, 
were not unpleasingly contrasted with the original 
native costume of figured cotton, thrown loosely 
over the shoulders, and immense rush hats. 
Manchester cloths, of the most glaring patterns, 
were conspicuous amongst the crowd; but these 
were cast in the shade by scarfs of green silk, 
ornamented with leaves and flowers of gold, and 
aprons covered with silver spangles. Very young 
children appeared bending under the weight of 
clothes and ornaments; wliilst boys of maturer 
years carried a variety of offensive weapons. 
The Turkish scimitar, the French sabre, the Por¬ 
tuguese dagger, confined in a silver case, all 
gleamed brightly; and heavy cutlasses, with 
rude native knives, were likewise exhibited, half 
devoured by cankering rust. Clumsy muskets 
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and fowling-pieces, as well as Arab pistols, 
were also handled with delight by the joyful 
Mussulmen. In number the religionists were 
about a hundred and fifty. Not long ivfter our 
arrival, they formed themselves into six lines, 
and having laid aside many of their superfluous 
ornaments, and a jmrtion of their clothing, they 
put on the most sedate countenances, and com¬ 
menced their devotional exercises in a spirit of 
seriousness and apparent fervor, worthy a better 
place and a more amiable creed. In the exterior 
forms of their religion, at least, the Mussulmon 
here are complete adept.s, as this spectacle has 
convinced us ; and the little we have seen of them 
has led us to form a very favourable opinion of their 
general temperance and sobriety. The ceremony 
was no sooner concluded, than muskets, carbines, 
and pistols were discharged on all sides; the 
clarionet again struck up a note of joy, and was 
supported by long Arab drums, strings of bells, 
and a solitary kettle-drum. The musicians, like 
the ancient minstrels of Europe, were encouraged 
by trifling presents from the more charitable of 
the multitude. All seemed, cheerful and happy ; 
and on leaving them, several, out of compli¬ 
ment I suppose, discharged their pieces at our 
heels; and were evidently delighted with them¬ 
selves, with us, and the whole world. In the 
path we met a fellow approaching the scene of 
von. I. D 
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innocent dissipation, clothed most fantastically in a 
flannel dress, and riding on the back of what we 
were informed was a wooden horse. He was 
surrounded by natives of all ages, who were laugh¬ 
ing most extravagantly at the unnatural capering 
of the thing, and admiring the ingenuity of its 
contrivance. The figure itself was entirely con¬ 
cealed with cloth, which rendered it im})ossible 
to discover by what agency it moved. Some years 
ago, I saw a monster something similar to it with 
a company of mountebanks in a town in the w’cst 
of England, which, amongst its other pro})crties, 
used to swallow children ; and in all probability, 
this ‘ wooden horse’ is constructed on a simitar 
principle. Its head vvas covered w'ith red cloth; 
and a pair of sheep’s cars answered the purjjose 
for which the)’^ were intended tolerably well. Yet, 
on the whole, though it was easy to perceive that 
a horse was intended to be represented by it, the 
figure was clumsily enough executed. As soon as 
this party had joined the individuals ass«nnbled 
near the place of worship, a startling shriek of 
laughter testified the tumultuous joy of the wonder¬ 
ing multitude. The sun shone out resplendcntly 
on the happy groups of fancifully-dressed per¬ 
sons, whose showy, various-coloured garments, 
and sooty skin, contrasted with the picturesque 
and lovely appearance of the scenery, produced an 
unspeakably charming effect. The foliage ex- 
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liibited every variety and tint of green, from the 
sombre shade of the melancholy yew to the lively 
verdure of the j) 0 ))lar and young oak. For myself, 
I was delighted with the agreeable ramlde ; and 
imagined tliat I could distinguish from the notes 
of the songste rs of the grove, the swelling strains 
of tlu^ English skylark and thrush, with the more 
gentle warbling of the finch and linnet. It was 
indeed a brilliant morning, teeming with life and 
beauty ; and recalled to my memory a thousand 
alFecling associations of sanguine boyhood, nhen 
I was thoughtless aiid happy. Tlie barbarians 
around me were all cheerful and lull of joy'. I 
have heard that, like sorrow, joy is contagious, 
and I believe that it is, for it ins])ired me with a 
similar gentle feeling. 

The 27th of March in this jdace is what May- 
day is in many country plac(,‘s in England, and it 
strongly' reminded us of it. Eut here unfortunately 
there are no white faces to enliven us: and a want 
of the lovely comple.xion of our beautiful country¬ 
women, tinged with its ‘ celestial red,’ is severely 
felt; and so is the total absence here of that golden 
chain of kindness which links them to the ruder 
associates of their festive enjoyments. By and 
bye, doubtless, familiarity with black faces will 
reconcile me to them ; but at present I am com¬ 
pelled to own that I cannot help feeling a very 
considerable share of aversion towards their jetty 

T> 2 
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complexions, in common, I believe, with most 
strangers that visit this place. 

Owing to the holiday, which is equally prized 
and enjoyed by Mohammedan and Pagan, our 
visiters to-day have been almost exclusively con- 
iined to a party of Hilussa Mallanis, who entered 
our dwelling in the forenoon, perfumed all oyer 
with mush, more for the purpose of gratifying their 
vanity by disj)laying theif finery before us, than 
of paying us the compliments of the day, which 
was avowedly the sole object of their intrusion. 
One or two of them were masticating the goora 
nut; and others bad had their lips, teeth, and 
finger nails stained red. Each of the Mallanis 
was attended by a w'cll-dressed little boy of agree¬ 
able countenance, who acted as page to his mas¬ 
ter, and was his protege. Neither of the men 
would eat or drink with us; yet whilst they 
were in our company, they seemed cheerful and 
good-humoured, and were communicative and 
highly intelligent. In answer to our questions, 
they informed us that-ttvo rivers enter the Quorra 
or ‘Great River’ at Funda, one of which is 
called the Coodoonia and the other the Tshadda 
(from the lake Tshad)—that a schooner might 
sail from Bornou to Funda on the latter river 
without difficulty—^that Funda is only twenty- 
four hours’ pull from Benin; and twenty-nine 
days’ journey from Bornou. At the close of a 
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long and to us rather interesting conversation, 
our visiters expressed themselves highly gratified 
with their reception, and left the hut to repair to 
their own habitations. 

These men, though slaves to Adooley, arc very 
respectable, and are never ce^ed on by ll)eir master 
except when retpiired to go to war, sup])orting 
themselves by trading for slaves which they sell 
to Europeans. They wore decent Noulfie tubes, 
Arab redcaps, and ilkussa sandals; and both 
in their manners and conversation, the Mallams 
are infinitely superior to the ungentle and malig¬ 
nant natives of Eadagry. 

Svnday, March 2Slli .—Luckily the inhabi¬ 
tants of this place consider this as a holiday ; and 
their singing, dancing, and savage jollity have 
possessed greater charms for them than an empty 
rum cask, though it be backed by two white 
faces. AVlth a trifling exception or so, we have 
in consequence been unmolested by our visiters of 
the everlasting grin and unwearied tongue during 
the day. This hapj)y circumstance has aflbrded 
us opportunity and ample leisure for spending the 
Sabbath in a manner most agreeable to our feel¬ 
ings,—by devoting the greater part of it to the 
impressive duties of our Divine religion—in hum¬ 
bling ourselves before the mercy-seat of the great 
Author of our being, and imploring Him to be 
our refuge and guardian, to shield us from every 
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danger, and render our undertakings hopeful and 
prosperous. 

Mondarfy March 29th .—Last night a Fantee 
was plundered of his effects, and stabbed by an 
assassin below the ribs, so that his life is de¬ 
spaired of; and not long after this was disco¬ 
vered, a ‘fetish’ (religious rite) was pei’formed 
over the remains of a native that'had been found 
dead, but who was in perfect health a few hours 
before. The lament of the relatives of the de¬ 
ceased was doleful in a high degree; and no 
Bounds could be more dismally mournful than 
those shrieked forth by them on the occasion. 
Tlie chief summoned us yesterday to repair to his 
residence in order finally to settle the business 
relative to our journey into the iuteripr, but we 
refused to have any disputes with him on tlie Sab¬ 
bath, and promised to wait on him this morning 
instead. After breakfast, therefore, we redeemed 
our pledge, by paying him the promised visit. 
Adooley received us with his accustomed polite¬ 
ness and gracious smile. He said he wished to 
inform us of his intention of detaining us at 
Baddgry a day or two longer, the ‘ path ’ not 
being considered in a lit slate for travelling, 
ratlii^r than his reputation should suffer by leading 
us into danger, which would undoubtedly be the 
case if he had not adopted his present resolution. 
Yet, he continued, we might depend on his word 



Chap. 1.] 


JSTAV AT BADAOKY. 


39 


as a king that we should have liberty to depart on 
Thursday morning next at the latest. Now we 
well knew that the country was never in a more 
peaceable or quiet state than at the moment he 
was s{)caking ; and are mortified beyond measure 
at the perpetual evasions and contradictions of 
this chief. We regret also that the dry season is- 
fast drawing to a close, and that we shall be 
obliged to travel in the rainy months. When 
Adooley had made this declaration, he requested us 
to write on pajHir in his presence for a few things 
which he wished to procure either from Cape 
Coast Castle, or from England, as a return for 
the protection he had promised us. Amongst 
other articles enumerated, are ‘ four regimental 
coats, sudi as are worn by the King of England, 
for himself, and forty less splendid than these, for 
the use of his captains ; two long brass guns, to 
run on swivels ; fifty muskets, twenty barrels of 
gunpowder, four bandsomc sw’ords, and forty cut¬ 
lasses ; ’ to w'liich are added, ‘ two ])uncheons of 
rum, a carpenter’s chest of tools, with oils, paints, 
and brushes,’ the chief himself boasting that he 
was a blacksmith, carpenter, painter, and indeed 
every trade but a tailor. Besides these trifles he 
wished to obtain a half-dozen rockets, and a 
rocket gun, with a soldier from Cape Coast, 
capable of undertaking the management of it. 
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And lastly, he modestly ordered two puncheons of 
cowries to he sent him, ‘for the purpose of de¬ 
fraying in part the expenses he had incurred in 
repelling the attacks of the men of Porto Novo, 
Attk, and Juncullee, the tribes inhabiting those 
places having made war upon him for allowing 
Captain Clappefton’s last mission to proceed into 
the interior without their consent. AVc asked, 
jocosely, whether Adooley would be satisfied with 
these various articles, when, having considered 
for a few moments, and conversed aloud to a few 
of his chiefs that were in the apartment at the time, 
he replied that he had forgotten to mention his 
want of a large umbrella, four casks of grape 
shot, and a barrel of flints, which having also 
inserted in the list, the letter was finally folded 
and sealed. It was then delivered into the hands 
of Adooley, who said that he should send it by 
Accra, one of his head men, to Cape Coast 
Castle, and that the man would wait there till all 
the articles should be procured for him. If that 
be the case, we imagine that Accra will have a very 
long time to wait. 

Our interpreter, old Hooper, having been sus¬ 
pected by the chief to bo in our interest, a young 
man named Tookwee, that understood a little 
English, was sent for, and commanded to remain, 
during the whole conference, in order to detect 
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any error that Hooper might make, and to see 
that everything enumerated by the chief should 
be written in the list of articles. 

During this long and serious conversation, we 
were occasionally enlivened by the music of three 
little bells, which were fastened to. the tails of the 
same number of cats by a long string, and made a 
jingling noise whenever the animals thought pro¬ 
per to divert themselves. Besides these, and as 
an accompaniment to them, we were favoured 
with the strains of an organ, which instrument a 
little boy was placed in a corner of the apartment 
purposely to turn. 

A young Jenna ■woman came to visit us this 
forenoon, accompanied by a female friend from 
Haussa. Her hair was traced with such extraor¬ 
dinary neatness, that we expressed a wish to exa¬ 
mine it more minutely. The girl had never be¬ 
held such a thing as a white man befoi-e, and 
permission was granted with a great deal of coy¬ 
ness, mixed up perhaps with a small portion of 
fear, which was apparent as she was slowly unty¬ 
ing her turban. No sooner, however, was our 
curiosity gratified, than a demand of two hundred 
cowries* was insisted on by her companion, that, 
it was alleged, being the price paid in the interior 
by the male sex to scrutinize a lady’s hair. We 

* A little Indian- shell, the currency of inan3’ parts of lliat 
countiy- and of the interior of Africa, 
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were obliged to conform to the established custom, 
at which the women expressed themselves highly 
delighted. The hair which had excited our admi¬ 
ration was made up in the shape of a hussar’s 
helmet, and very ingeniously traced on the top. 
Irregular figures were likewise braided on each side 
of the head, and a band of worked thread, dyed in 
indigo, encircled it below the natural hair, which 
seemed by its tightness and closeness to have 
been glued fast to the skin. This young Jenna 
w'oman is by far the most interesting, both in face 
and form, of any we have seen since our landing, 
and her prettincss is rendered more engaging by 
her retiring modesty and perfect artlessness of 
manners, which, whether observed in black or 
white, are sure to command the esteem and reve¬ 
rence of the other sex. Her eyelids were stained 
with a bluish-black powder, which is the same 
kind of substance, I have no doubt, as that de¬ 
scribed in a note in Mr. Beckford’s ‘ Vathek.’ 
Her person was excessively clean, and her appa¬ 
rel flowing, neat, and graceful. Before taking 
leave, the girl’s unworthy companion informed us 
that her protegee was married; bet that as her 
husband was left behind at Jenna, she would 
prevail on her to visit us in the evening after sun¬ 
set. Of course we expressed our abhorrence of 
the proposal, and were really grieved to reflect 
thaJijK^i so much meekness, innocence, modesty, 
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and beauty, our timid friend should be exposed to 
the wiles of a crafty and wicked woman. 

We have longed to discover a solitary virtue 
-lingering amongst the natives of this place, but as 
yet our search has been ineffectual. 

Asa contrast to the youthful individual described 
above, an old withered woman entered our resi¬ 
dence in the evening, and began professing the 
most unbounded affection for my brother and self. 
She had drank so much rum that she could scarcely 
stand ; was the owner of a most forbidding coun¬ 
tenance ; and four of her front teeth had disap¬ 
peared from her upper jaw, which caused a singu¬ 
lar and disagreeable indention of the upper lip. 
We were disgusted with the appearance and hate¬ 
ful familiarity of this ancient hag, who had thus 
paid so ill a compliment to our vanity, and subse¬ 
quently we forced her out of the yard without any 
ceremony. 

We shot a hawk this evening which W’as hover¬ 
ing over our house, at the request of several of 
the natives, who ate the body of the bird, but pre- 
serv'etl its head and claAvs, to render them ‘ keen 
of eye, and swift of foot.' The king will not allow 
us to go to Jenna by the nearest beaten path, on 
the pica that as sacred fetish land would lie in our 
way, we should die the moment we should tread 
upon it. 

Tuesday, March 30th .—The occurrences of this 
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day may be related in very few words. The plea¬ 
santest news we hear, is the fact of the king of 
Jenna having arrived at that town from Katunga. 
His messenger arrived here this morning, and 
came to see us in the afternoon, accompanied by 
a friend. We regaled him with a glass of rum, 
according to our general custom, the first mouth¬ 
ful whereof he sCj[uirted from biff own into the 
mouth of his associate, and vice versa. This is 
the first time we have witnessed this dirty and dis¬ 
gusting practice. The chief sent for us again this 
afternoon, and summed up the measure of his ex¬ 
orbitant demands by requesting a gun-boat, with 
a hundred men from England, and a few common 
tobacco-pipes for his own private use. We could 
easily give a bill for the former ; but the latter we 
dared not part with at any risk, because, consider¬ 
ing the long journey before us, we are convinced 
we have nothing to spare ; indeed, it is our opinion 
that the presents will all be exhausted long before 
it be completed. With the same facility wc have 
written a paper for forty ounces of gold to be 
distributed amongst the chief of English Town 
and the rest of our partisans. We had adjusted 
these little matters to the apparent satisfaction of 
all parties, when we were most agreeably sur¬ 
prised by an assurance from the chief that we 
shall quit this place to-morrow afternoon with the 
newly-arrived Jenna messenger. Wc are accord- 
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ingly on tlie cpti vwe in getting everything in a 
state of forwardness for our departure ; nor can we 
lielp wishing, for the sake of our credit, that we 
may never meet such needy and importunate 
friends as have pestered us since our residence in 
tliis town. 

The soil of Baddgry consists of a layer of fine 
whitish sand over loam, clay, and earth. The 
sand is so soft and deep, that no one can walk on 
it without considerable labour and difficulty. The 
natives ])roeure the necessaries of life chiefly by 
fisliing, and the cultivation of the yam and Indian 
corn. In the former employment they use nets 
and spears, and likewise earthen pots, which they 
bait with the palm nut. These novel instruments 
are furnished with small apertures, not unlike 
those of a common wire mouse-trap. Oranges, 
limes, cocoa-nuts, plantains, and bananas, are 
])roduced in abundance in the neighbourhood. 
The better sort of people are jiossessed of a small 
kind of bullock, with sheep, goats, and poultry; 
the chief himself is a drover and butcher, and when 
in want of monev, he orders one of his bullocks to 
be slaughtered and publicly sold in the market. 
The dwellings of the inhabitants are neatly con¬ 
structed of bamboo, and thatched with palm 
leaves. They contain several apartments, all of 
them on the ground-floor. Some of the houses or 
huts arc built in the coozie form, which is nearly 
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round, and others are in the form of an oblong 
square; all have excellent yards attached to them, 
wherein lime-trees and others are planted in rows, 
and it gives one pleasure to look at the cleanli¬ 
ness and taste which prevail in these courts. The 
land is excessively fertile ; and if the natives could 
only be induced to lay aside their habitual indo¬ 
lence, and the sluggishness of theif characters, and 
devote a little more attention to the imj)rovement 
of the soil, the country might soon be brought to 
an extraordinary pitch of beauty and perfection. 
As it is, vegetation springs forth spontaneously, 
is luxuriant even to rankness, and is ever pleas¬ 
ingly verdant. 

If a view oT Badagry and its environs could 
anywise be obtained, we arc persuaded it would 
be delightful in the extreme; but the ground is 
everywhere so low and flat, that not a single emi¬ 
nence, however small, can be discovered. Owing 
to the peculiarity of our situation, and the short 
time we have been with the natives, it is not to be 
supposed that we could have formed any very cor¬ 
rect estimate of their manners, or general charac¬ 
ter. It is likely enough that we havv^ seen only 
the dark side of their dispositions, for we have 
been considered by them as a kind of mark for the 
exercise of their cunning and other evil propensi¬ 
ties, and they have played off their chicanery on 
us with advantage to themselves. Had we seen 
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a single good-natured man amongst them, it 
would give us great pleasure to relate the fact; 
but really we have not been so fortunate—we have 
met with nothing but selfishness and rapacity from 
the chief to the meanest of his people. The reli¬ 
gion of Baddgry is Mohammedanism, and the 
very worst species of paganism, that which sanc¬ 
tions and enjoiiTs the sacrifice of human beings, 
and other abominable practices, and the worship 
of imaginary demons and fiends. By some means 
many of the inhabitants have picked up a number 
of English words, which school-boys and children 
at home would style ‘ very naughtyand these 
are made use of at all times without any particular 
meaning being attached to them. We have ob¬ 
served one virtue in the younger branches of the 
community—it is the profound respect and reve¬ 
rence which they entertain for their elders, and 
which has perhaps never been surpassed in any 
age or country, not even amongst the ancient 
Spartans themselves. 

ADOOLEY, CHIEF OR KING OF BADAGRY. 

Addale, or Adooley, as he is more generally 
called, is the present ruler of Badagry, and younger 
brother to the late chief of Lagos. During the 
lifetime of his father, and for countless ages^^before 
that period, Badagry was a province of Lagos, and 
tributary to it, as Lagos is, and has been from 
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time immemorial, to the powerful king of Benin. 
Adooley evinced in early youth an active and in¬ 
genious disposition, and an extraordinary fondness 
for mechanical employments and pursuits. This bias 
of Adooley soon attracted the attention and notice 
of his father, and this revered parent did all that his 
slender means afforded of cherishing it, and of 
encouraging him to persevere in' his industrious 
habits. Whilst yet a boy,»Adooley was a tolerable 
carpenter, smith,, pmnter, and gunner. He soon 
won the admiration of his father, who displayed 
greater partiality and affection for him than for 
either of his other children, and pn his death-bed 
nominated this feivourite son his successor, to the 
exclusion of Eis first“b(n"n,i':’jrhich is against the 
laws of the country; the eldest son being invariably 
understood as the legitimate heir. For some 
time after* hift .dt^cease, how'ever, no notice was 
taken of the dying request of the Lagos chieftain.; 
his eldest son ruled in his stead, notwithstanding 
his last injunction ; and Adooley, for a few years, 
wisely submitted to his brother without murmur¬ 
ing or complarbtr The young men at length quar¬ 
relled 4 and Adooley, calling to remembrance the 
wordi^'and wishes of his father, rose up against 
the.aikief, whom he denominated an usurper ; and 
vehemently called upon*his friends to join him in 
disputing his a*tthority, and endeavour to divest 
Itm of his power and consequence. All the slaves 
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of his deceased parent, amongst whom was a great 
number of Haussa Mallams; all who bore any 
personal dislike to the ruling chief, or, were dis¬ 
contented at his form of government; those who 
preferred Adooley, and the discontented of all 
ranks, formed themselves into a strong body, and 
resolved to supjKirt the pretensions of their fa¬ 
vourite. The btothcrs agreed to decide the quari» 
rel by the sword, and having come to a general 
engagement, the partisans of the younger were 
completely routed, and fled with their leader before 
the victorious arms of the opposing party. 

Fearing the result of this contest, Adooley, with 
a S])irit of filial piety, which is not rare amongst 
savages, and is truly^Hobie, dug oift of the earth, 
wherein it had been deposited, the skull of his father, 
and took it along with him in his fliglit, in order 
that it might not be dishonoured in his absence, 
for he loved his father with extraordinary tender¬ 
ness, and cherished his memory as dearly as his own 
life. The headless body of the venerable chief, like 
those of his ancestors, had been sent to Benin, in 
order Uiat its bones might adorn the sacred temple 
at that jjlace, agreeably to an ancient and re-f 
spected custom which has ever been religiously 
confonned to and tenaciously held by the Lagos 
people. But Adooley displayed at the same time 
another beautiful trait of piety and filial tenderness. 
At the period of his defeat he had an aged and 
von. I. E 
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infirm mother living, and her he determined to 
take with him, let the consequences he what they 
might. With his accustomed foresight he had 
previously made a kind of cage or hox, in case 
there should be a necessity for removing her. 
His father’s skull having been disinterred and se¬ 
cured, he implored his mother to take immediate 
advantage of this cage, as the* only means of 
escaping with life. She willingly acceded to her 
son’s request, and was borne olf on tlie shoulders 
of four slaves, to a village not far distant from 
Lagos, accompanied by Adooley with his fugitive 
train, where they imagined themselves secure from 
further molestation. In this opinion, however, 
they were deceived ; for the more fortunate chief, 
suspicious of his brother’s intentions, and ilreading 
his influence, would not suffer him long to remain 
in peace; but drove him out soon after, an<l 
hunted him from place to place like a wild beast. 
In this manner, retreating from bis brother, be at 
last reached the flourishing town of liatlagrv. 
and being quite wearied with bis exertions and 
fatigues, and disheartened by liis misfoi'tunes, he 
set down his beloved mother on the grass, and 
began to weep by her side. The principal j>co])le 
of the town were well acquainted witli his circum¬ 
stances, and admiring the nobleness of his senti¬ 
ments, • they not only pitied him, but resolved to 
protect and befriend him to the last. 
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For this purjiose they presently invited him to 
attend a council which they had hastily formed, 
^\’hen in the midst of them, perceiving tears failing 
fast down his cheeks, they asked him why he wept 
so i ‘ J'oolish hoy,’ said they, ‘ wijK; away those 
‘ tears, for they are unworthy of you, and show 
‘ yourself a man ancl a prince. From this moment 
* wo atlopt you*our chief; you shall lead us on to 
‘ war, and wo will fight against your brother, and 
‘ either iircvail over him or perish. IJero your 
‘ mother may dw ell in safety, and here your father’s 
‘ skull sluvll he reverenced as it ought to be. 
‘ Come, then, lay aside your fears, and lead us on 
‘ against your enemies.’ 'I'bese were in the bush, 
and hovering near Badtigry, when Adooley and 
his generous friends sallied out against them. 
The fighting, or rather skirmishing, lasted many 
days ; and many peojde, it is said, were slain on 
both sides. But the advantage was decidedly in 
favour of tlie Badagriaus, whose sujierior know¬ 
ledge of the distriet ami the sceret paths of the 
wood was of considerable service to them, enahling 
them to lay in ambush and attack their enemies by 
surprise. The Lagos ])eo]ik' at length gave up 
the unet|ual contest in desjiair, and returned to their 
own country. Adooley was thus left in quiet 
possession of an important and influential town, 
which declared itself independent of Lagos for 
Since then, various unsuccessful attempts 
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have been made to compel the Baddgrians to 
return to their allegiance. The latter, however, 
have bravely defended their rights, and in con¬ 
sequence their indejiendency has been acknow¬ 
ledged by the neighbouring tribes. 

In the year 1829, the warlike chief of Lagos 
died ; and Adooley, conceiving it to be a favour¬ 
able opportunity for the re-asserti6n of his claims 
to the vacant ‘ stool,* as it is called, determined to 
do so, aiid assembled his faithful Badagrians for 
the purpose of making an attack on his native 
town. He imagined that, as his brother was dead, 
he should experience little opposition from his 
countrymen ; but he soon discovered that he had 
formed an erroneous opinion, for almost at his 
very outset he met with a stout resistance. His 
brother.had left an infant son, and him the peoide 
declared to be the legitimate heir, and unani¬ 
mously resolved to suj)port. 

The sanguine invaders were repulsed and en¬ 
tirely defeated, notwithstanding their tried bravery 
and utter contemjJt of danger, and were forced to 
return home in confusion, without having accom¬ 
plished any thing. In this unfortunate expedition 
Bonibanee and all the principal warriors were 
slain. A similar attempt has since been made on 
Lagos more than once, and with a similar result. 
On our arrival at Bad4gry, Adooley was but just 
recovering from the ellects of these various inorti- 
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fications and otlicr disasters ; and singular enougli, 
lie lias had the artfulness, as we have before 
said, of laying the whole blame of them to his 
having permitted the last African mission to pass 
through his territories, contrary to the wishes of 
his neighbours, and those who Avere interested in 
the matter. 

Justice is nolr unfreipiently administered at Ba- 
dagry by moans of a large wooden cap, having 
tliree corners, which is placed on the head of a 
culprit at the period of his examination. This 
fantastic work of mechanism, no doubt by the 
structure of internal sjirings, may lie made to move 
and shake without any visible agent—on the same 
princi])lc as the enchanted Turk, or any other 
figure in our jiuppet-shows. Jt is believed the 
native jiriests alone are in the secret. When this 
cap is observed to shake whilst on the head of a 
susjiected jierson, he is condemned without further 
evidence being reijuired ; but should it remain 
without any ]>ercoptible motion, his innocence is 
ajiparent, and he is forthwith acquitted. The 
fahic of this wonderful caji makes a great fuss in 
the town, and as many marvellous stories are told 
of it here as were related in England a century or 
two ago of the famous brazen head of Roger 
Bacon. 

A resjiectable man, the chief of French Town, 
was tried by the ordeal of the cap a short tim^ 
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since, for having, it was alleged, accepted a bribe 
of the Lagos cliieftain to destroy Adooley by 
poison. The fatal cap was no sooner put on his 
head than it was observed to move slightly, and 
then to become more violently agitated. The 
criminal felt its motion, and was terrified to sucli 
a degree, that he I’ell down in a swoon. On awak¬ 
ing, fie confessed his guilt, and implored forgive¬ 
ness, which vvasgr.anted liim by Adooley, because, 
it was said, of his sorrow ami contrition, but really, 
no doubt, of Ids birth and connexions. 

During our stay at Badagry, the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged betweeir 80° and 94° in our 
hilt, being oftafepr stationary nearer the latter than 
the former. 



CHAPTER II. 


Departure from Bailajiry—Pas.s tliroiif^h Wow—Satjbu—- 
Bdsliu—Soiiti'i—Jiuijie—Laatoo—Earro to Jciiiia. 

TticMlay, March 31sE— Wr. bade adieu to the 
tdiief ol’ .Uadd^ry in good time this morning, and 
during the day jiacktid uj) all our things ready for 
our ileparture. W’e rejjaired to the Iranks of the 
river at sun-set, ex}iecting to find a canoe uhich 
Adooley liail |iromise<l should be sent there for 
our use ; l)Ut having u aitcal above two hours, tujd 
finding it did not arrive, we pla<^||i||Jie goods‘in 
two smaller l anoes, which on the 

beach. These soon proved to bo ieaky, and as no 
other resource was at hand, we were fain to wai 
as patiently as we could for the canoe jiromised 
us, Evi'rything betrayed the lukewarmness and 
indiiVercncc of the chief w ho had received so much 
from us, and who exjrected so much more; Imt we 
had answered his jiurpose, and now he took no 
further notice t>f us. In two more hours Hooper 
made his api>caranee in Adoolcy’s war canoe, 
which he had jn-evailcd on him to lend us. This 
was placed directly between the two others,* and 
their contents speedily transferred into it. It 
was between ten and eleven o’clock at nighfr 
when we were fairly launched out into the body of 
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the river. The canoe was above forty feet in 
length; it was propelled through the water by 
poles instead of paddles, and moved slowly and 
silently along. It was a clear and lovely night; the 
moon shone/glorious ^as a silver shield and, re¬ 
flecting the starry firmament on the unruffled sur¬ 
face of the water, the real concave of heaven, with 
its reflection, seemed to form a perftict world. The 
scenery on the borders of the river apjH'-aved wild 
and striking, though not magnificent. In the de¬ 
licious moonshine it was far from uninteresting. 
The banks were low, and partially covered with 
stunted trees; but a slave factory ami a fetish hut 
were the only buildings we observed on them. We 
could not help admiring at some distance ahead of 
our canoe, when the windings of the river would 
permit, a noble and solitary palm-tree, with its 
lofty branches bending over the water’s edge ; to 
us it was not unlike a majcstical plume of feathers, 
nodding over the head of a beautiful lady. 

Proceeding about ten miles in a westerly direc¬ 
tion, we suddenly turned up a branclj Joining the 
river from the northward, passing on our left the 
village of Bawie, at which Captain Clapperton 
landed. We saw several small islands, covered 
with rank grass, interspersed i)i diflercnt])arts of the 
rivefi T])ey are inhabited by myriads of frogs, 
whose noise isinorelioar.se and stunning than ever 
fSP^ceeded from any rookery in Christendom. As 
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we went up the river, our canoe-men spoke to 
their priests, who were invisible to us, in a most 
sepulchral tone of voice, and were answered in 
the same unearthly dnd doleful manner. These 
sounds formed our night’s serenad^e* Notwith¬ 
standing the novelty of our situation and the in¬ 
terest we took in the objects which surrounded us, 
I was overcom^ by fatigue, and w'rajiping a flannel 
dress round my person, fell fast asleep, 

Thursday, April Isf.—Tlie hard and uncomfort- 
abb', couch whereon we had reposed last night 
made our bodies (piite sore ; and occasioned us to 
awake at a very early hour this morning. At six 
A.M. we found ourselves still on the river, and our 
canoe gliding almost imperceptibly along. From 
half a mile in width, and in many places much 
more, the river had narrowed to about twenty 
paces ; marine plants nearly covered its surface, 
and marsh miasma, loaded with other vapours of 
the most deleterious (juality, ascended from its 
borders like a thick cloud. Its smell was pecu¬ 
liarly oflensive. An hour afterwards we arrived 
at the extremity of the river, into which flowed a 
stream of clear water. Here our canoe was 
drsiggcd over a morass into a deep but narrow 
rivulet, so narrow indeed that it was barely pos¬ 
sible for our canoe to float, without being entangled 
in the branches of abundance of trees, which were 
shooting u[) out of the water. Shortly afterwards 
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we found it to widen a little; the marine plants 
and shrubs disappeared altogether; and the l>ouglis 
of beautiful trees which hung over the banks over¬ 
shadowed us in tlieir stead, forming an arch-like 
canopy, impervious to the sun’s rays. The river and 
this lesser stream abound with alligators and hip¬ 
popotami; and wild ducks, and a variety of other 
aquafic birds, resort to them in contiidei'abh! ([uau- 
tities. Monkeys and parrots inliahit the branches 
of the trees, and make an aboininalile challering 
and noise between them all the day long. e 
landed about lialf-past eiixhl in the morning, in the 
sight of a great multitude, that had assembleil to 
gaze at us. 

Passing through a ])lace where a large fair or 
market is held, and where many thousands of 
j>eo]>Je had congregated for the jnirposes of trade, 
we entered an e.xtensive and romantic town called 
JFoWy which is situated in a valley. The major 
part of the inhabitants had never Imfore had an ojj- 
portunity of sceinar white men, so that their curio- 
•ity, R 0 may be supposcil, wa.s cxcc.ssivo. Two of 
tite principai pmoti-. came out to meet us, ]*r»’ceded 
by Watntt* v.uge w\k wmbreUtt^, and ;n»oi\4ev 
A wUKh P*v*dueed Stull letnbie 

giA.Jiv as j'oini a.*, we 

in fiw* c/we# « Thv ai/urtinviil into 

»idBh «re i»«rre intrutiuvttd, i» fuminhed with a root 
pcecineiy like the roof of a common English barn. 
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inverted. In the middle of it, wliicli readied to 
within a few inches of the floor, a large 8t[uare 
hole liad been made, to admit air and water to a 
shrub that was growing directly under it. The 
most remarkable, if not the only ornament in the 
room, was a (quantity of human jaw-bones, hung 
up on the side of the wall like a string of onions. 
After a forimtl and most ceremonious introduc¬ 
tion, wo wore liberally regaled with water from a 
calabash, which is a compliment the natives pay to 
all strangers, and then shown into a very small 
apartment. Here my brother endeavoured to pro¬ 
cure a little sleep, having remained awake last 
night; but we were .st> annoyed by perpetual inter¬ 
ruptions and intrusions, the firing of muskets, the 
garrulity of women, the unceasing s<\uall of chil¬ 
dren, tiie drunken petitions of men and lioys ; 
and a laugh, (hut it is (piite out of my power to 
describe it—one that approximates more to the 
nature of a horse-laugh, than anytliing I know)— 
BO tlmt it was found impossible to close one’s eyes. 
The market of this place is supplied abundantly 
with Indian com, palm oil, kc. ; together with 
trona'^, and other articles brought hither from the 
borders of the desert of Zaarha, through the me¬ 
dium of the wandering Arabs. By the reguj^^ons 
of the fetish, neither a white man nor a is 

permitted to sleep at Wow during the night sea(- 
■" A vegetable alkali. 
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ijon. We know not wliat is become of the horses; 
they were to have preceded us to this place by 
land, but are not yet arrived. AVilh respect to 
ourselves, we sliall be obliged to walk to a neigh¬ 
bouring village, and spend the night there. Our 
course to this town, through this creek, was N.b.E., 
and Badagry is distant from it about thirty miles, 
by the route we have come. 

A violent thunder-storm, which is called a tor¬ 
nado on the coast, visited us this afternoon, and 
confined us to the ‘ worst hut’s worse room,’ till it 
had subsided, and the weather became finer. At 
three p. m. we sallied forth, and w’ere presently 
saluted by bootings, groans, and hallooings, from a 
multitude of people of all ages—from a child to 
its grandmother, and they followed close at our 
heels as w’e went along, filling the air with their 
laughter and raillery. A Merry-Andrew at a 
country town in England, during the Whitsun 
holidays, never excited so great a stir, as did our 
departure from AVow this afternoon. But it is 
‘ fool’s day,’ and some allowance ought to be made 
for that, no doubt. AV'e had not proceeded more 
than a dozen paces from the outskirts of the town, 
when we were visited by a pelting shower, which 
wetted us to the skin in a moment. A gutter or 
hollow, misnamed a j)athway, was soon overflowed ; 
and we had to wade in it up to our knees in water, 
and through a most melancholy-looking forest, 
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befo^b we entered a village. It is called Sdgbv, 
and is about eight miles from Wow. We were 
dripping wet on our arrival, and the weather still 
continuing unjdeasant, it was some time before any 
one made his a])pcarancc to invite us into a hut. 
At length the chief came out to welcome us to his 
village, and immediately introduced us into a long 
narrow apartment, wherein we are to take up our 
quarters for the night. It is built of clay, and is 
furnished with two apertures to admit light and 
air into the room. One end of it was oecupied 
with a number of noisy goats, whilst we took pos¬ 
session of the other. Paskoe and his wife are 
lying on mats at our feet; and a Toby Philpot, 
with his ruddy cheek and jug of ale, belonging to 
the- chief, separate them from the goats. The 
remainder of our people have no where to sleep. 
The walls of our apartment arc ornamented with 
strings of dry, rattling human bones, written 
charms, or fetishes, sheep-skins, and bows and 
arrows. W'c did not repose near so comfortably 
as could have been desired, owing to the swarms 
of mosquitoes and black ants, which treated us 
very despitefully till morning. 

Friday, April 2(1 .—Between six and seven 
o’clock A. M., we continued our route through 
woods, and large open patches of ground, and at 
about eleven in the forenoon, arrived at the borders 
of a deep glen, mojre wild, romantic, and pictu- 
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resque, than can be conceived. It is enclosed 
and overhung? on all sides by trees of amazing 
height and dimensions, which hid it in deep sha¬ 
dow. Fancy might picture a spot, so silent and 
solemn as this, as the ahtnle of genii and fairies; 
everything conducing to render it grand, melan¬ 
choly;^ and venerable; and the glen only wants an 
old dilapidated castle, a rock with'a cave in it, or 
something of the kind, to render it tlio most inte¬ 
resting place in the uni\ ersc. I’herc was one Iteau- 
tiful sight, however, which we would not omit men¬ 
tioning for the world ;—it was that of an incredible 
number of butterflies, fluttering al)t)ut us like a 
swarm of bees; they had chosen tliis, no douht, 
as a ])hice of refuge against the fury of the ele¬ 
ments. Tliey wore vanegated by the most bril¬ 
liant tints and colourings imaginalde—tlio tvings 
of some were of a shining green, edgi'd and 
sprinkled with gold; others wore of sky-blue 
and silver ; others of purple and gold delightfully 
blending into each other ; and the wings of some 
were like dark silk velvet, trimmed and Imaidcd 
with lace. 

To revert from insects to men: our followers 
formed a group at once savage and imposing. 
As they winded down the paths of the glen, with 
grotesque clothing and arms, bundles, and 
fierce black countenances, they raigdit he uiistakcii 
for a strange hand of ruliians, of the most fearful 
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character. Besides our omi, we had hired twenty 
men of Adooley to carry the luggage, as there are 
no beasts of burden in the country*. Being all 
assembled at tiH^ bottom of the glen, we found 
tliiit a long and dangerous bog or swamp, filled 
with )mli'jd water, and the decaying remains of 
vegetable substances, intersected our path, and 
> list neccssarJly be ci’o.ssed. Boughs of trees 
had been thrown into the swamp by some good- 
natun-il jicojile to assist travellers in the attempt, 
so that our men, furnisiiing iheinfielves with 
long jioles, vvhieli tliey used as walking-sticks, 
with niueh dillicultv and exertion succeeded 
in gelling over, and li \ver accidents occurred to 
them than could havci been supposed possible 
from tlie nature of the slough. Fur my own part, 
J was taken on the hack of a large and powerful 
man. of a;na'/:ing strength. Ilis braw'ny Bhonl- 
ders sujiported me without any apparent fatigue 
on his part; and he carried me through bog and 
water, and over branches of trees, no biggror than a 
man’s leg. rendered slijipery witli mud, in safety 
to the opposite side. Altliougli be walked as fast 
and as much ease as his comjiauious, he did 
not lay me down lor twenty minutes, the sw-amp 
being, as nearly as w'e could guess, a full’ quarter 

. * Hunlfus of all kinds are invariably carried ou the 
head by the people of Yariba, and the natives of various 
other countries in Africa. 
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of a mile in length. We then walked to a smaii 
village called Basha; whence without stopping wc 
continued our journey, and about four in the after¬ 
noon passed through another village, somewhat 
larger than tlie fonner, which is called Soai6. 
Here we found ourselves so much exhausted with 
over-fatigue, and want of food, that we were com¬ 
pelled to sit down and rest awhile,*and here— 

‘ Naked youths and painted chiefs admire < 

Our speech, our colour, and our strange attire.’ 

But they are a very uncourteous and clownish 
race, and teased us so much with their rudeness 
and begging propensities, that we were glad to be 
rid of them by setting out again. Having passed 
tw’o other swamps in the same manner as vve had 
done before, we were completely tired, and could 
go no further, for we had been walking all day, in 
an intricate, miserable path, sometimes exposetl to 
the sun, and sometimes threading our way through 
a tangled wood. It is now six o’clock in the 
evening—our people are gone to the next town to 
fetch the horses, which ’Adooley ])romiscd should 
meet us yesterday; and my brother and I are 
resting by ourselves under a grove of trees, ivhicU 
is in the neighbourhood of a body of stagnant 
water, wherein women are bathing and casting 
side-long glances at us. It is a low, marshy, and 
unwholesome spot, and it is extremely probable 
that w£ shall be obliged to sleep here on the grass 
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all night; but what can we do ? The village, it is 
true, is not many miles a«head, but then we are 
unable to walk. 

Saturdayt April 3d .—We had made iiref of 
dried wood* and fallen leaves last evening,,an^-tbad 
prepared to repose for the night under a canopy of 
trees, and were in fact actually stretched at full 
length on the turf for that purpose, when we w&m 
agreeably' surprised by the arrived of four of our 
men from the village with hammocks ; for though 
sleeping in the open air, witli ‘ heaven for one’s 
canopy,’ in a dark wood, and all that, may be very 
pretty in description, yet in reality nothing can 
be 'more disagreeable, for the crawling of ants, 
black worms, &c., over one's face, disperses the 
most enchanting reverie. These hammocks were 
highly acceptable, and. we were lifted into them 
with very grateful feelings. It is pleasant, too, 
after a long day’s journey on foot, to be carried 
along so easily on one’s back, to see parrots and 
other solemn birds perched on tlie branches of 
very tall trees, whilst the trees themselves seem 
capering away from one most surprisingly; as 
w’ell ds to gaze on the cheerful moon, and admire 
all the host of heaven. 

After a charming journey of eight or ten miles, 
we entered tlie large and populous town oiBidjie*^ 
wherein Captain Pearce and Dr. Morrison fell 

* Here the travellers first cross Clapperton’s route. 
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sick on the last expedition. About a quarter of a 
mile from the town we were met by a fellow with 
a cow’s horn, who cluming in with a trumpeter 
that had accompanied us from Wow, produced 
a harmony surpassing all that had prece<led it. 
Two men followed the Bfdjie musician with um¬ 
brellas of variegated silk, and thus honoured and 
escorted, we were set down, amidSt a crowd of 
people, in the centre of the town. As usual the 
natives testified the wild delight they felt at our 
visit by clapping of hands and loud bursts of 
laughter. Presently, at the noise of three or four 
drums, which was a signal that the chief was 
prepared to receive us, the multitude quitted us 
simultaneously, and rushed to tlie spot where he 
was sitting, and to whicli we also were desired to 
proceed. The chief shook hands with us in great 
good humour, and we remarked with pleasure, or 
fancied we could, that not only his laugh, but that 
of his people, was a more social and civilized kind 
of sound than what of late we had been accustomed 
to hear. Nevertheless when I shook hands with 
the chief’s son, which act is not very diverting 
j^itself, the bystanders set up so general a roar of 
laughter, that the town rang with the noise; and 
when I ventured further to place my Itand on his 
head, they were yet more amazingly tickled, and 
actually 

* Shnek’d like mandrakes torn out of the earth.’ 
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As soon as tlie ceremony of introduction was over, 
and the admiration of the people was confined 
within rational hounds, we wished the chief a 
pleasant night’s rest, and were conducted into a 
comfortable, airy hut, which had a verandah in 
front. Shortly afterwards he sent us a goat jEor 
supper. 

We were itp momentary expectation of hearing 
some account of our horses from Badkgry the 
whole of the morning and afternoon, and have 
indeed waited here at Bidjic to-day for that pur¬ 
pose, and in order that the men with the luggage 
may have time to overtake us, for they have been 
hindered by the swamps and quagmires wliich we 
ourselves found so much ditBculty in crossing. 
But just about sun-set two fellows arrived from 
Badagry, with the mortifying intelligence that 
our horses w'ould not remain on the water in 
canoes, but having upset one of them, and kicked 
out the bottom of another, bad swam on shore 
and been led back to Baddgry. We are per¬ 
suaded tliat this story has been made up for the 
occasion, and thus by the bad faith of Adooley 
are we deprived of our horses ; we have put our¬ 
selves in a fever by w’alking a journey of two days 
in one, and are likely to walk the remainder of 
the way to Jenna, in the glare and lieat of the 
sun, for we have no umbrellas to screen ourselves 
from his rays. My brother paid eighty dollars for 
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one of the animals, but Adooley has forgotten to re¬ 
turn the coin, and has likewise kept for his own use 
a couple of saddles which vve purchased at Accrfi.. 

Late in the evening our expected carriers ar¬ 
rived with the luggage, some of which has been 
wetted and damaged in the marshes. We are 
informed that horses will be sent us from Jenna 
to-morrow. My brother has been* amusing him¬ 
self the greater part of this afternoon in teaching 
the simple-hearted chief to play on a child’s penny 
Jew’s-harp, many of which we have brought with 
us as presents; but his proficiency, owing to a 
wonderfully capacious.mouth, and teeth of extra¬ 
ordinary size, has not been near so flattering as 
could have been wished. His people, however, 
who hacl assembled in great numbers, were of a 
different opinion, and when they heard their chief 
draw the first sound from the little instrument, 

‘ Shouts of applause ran rattling to the skies.’ 

Turnpikes are as common from Badagry to this 
place as on any pubHc road in England, Instead 
of horses, carriage's^ 8jc., people carrying burdens 
alone are taxed ; but as we are under protection 
o^ie government, no duty has been exacted for 
^y of our things. 

Sunday, April Ath ,—We arose at sunrise this 
morning to make arrangements for leaving tins 
place, which is no easy task; and sent to signify 
our intention to the chief shortly after. He ex- 
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pressed a desire to see us as soon as we could 
conveniently come, and accordingly after bresdc<» 
fast we repaired to his habitation, which is adjoin¬ 
ing ours. Led through a number of yards and 
huts, inhabited only by goats and sheep, which 
were tethered to posts, and a quantity of tame 
pigeons, we perceived the object of our visit 
squatting on * a leopard’s skin under a decent- 
looking verandah. He was surrounded by his 
druininers and other distinguished persons, who 
made room for us when we drew near. But the 
chief %rose as soon as he saw us, and beckoning 
to us to follow him, tve were ushered through a 
labyrinth of low huts, and still lower doors, till at 
last we entered the innermost apartment of the 
whole suite, and here we were requested to sit 
down and drink rum. The doors we had seen 
were carved with figures of men, which exactly 
resembled certain rude attempts at pourlraying the 
human body which may still be observed in several 
old churches and chapels in the West of England. 
The chief informed us that we were at liberty to quit 
Bidjie as soon as the heat of the sun should have 
somewhat abated, but previous to our departure he 
promised to return our visit. On leaving the 
.place he followed us, though without our know¬ 
ledge ; but finding that we w’alked faster than he, 
and that he could not keep pace with us (for he is 
a bulky man), he hastily despatched a messenger to 
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inform us that kings always walk with a slow 
and measured step, and that our strides being 
long and vulgar, he would thank us to lessen our 
speed, and stop awhile to enable him to come up 
with us,•which of course we agreed to with great 
good will. A few minutes after this he reached 
our house, dressed in a tobe of green silk damask, 
very rich and showy, and a skulC-cap made of 
purple and crimson velvet. With the exception 
of strings of white beads, which encircled his 
arms, he used no personal ornaments. He re¬ 
mained chatting with us a long time. 

Many of the women of Bidjie have the flesh 
on their foreheads risen in the shape of marbles, 
and their cheeks similarly cut up and deformed. 
Tlie lobes of their ears are likewise pierced, and 
the holes made surprisingly large, for the in¬ 
sertion of pieces of ivory and wood into them, 
which is a prevailing fashion with all ranks. We 
read the church service this morning, agreeably 
to our general custom. The natives, of whose 
society we have never been able to rid ourselves, 
seemed to attach great awe and reverence to our 
form of worship, for we had made them under¬ 
stand what we were going about, wdiich induced 
them to pay a high degree of silent attention to 
the ceremony, and set at rest, for the time, that 
peculiar continuous laugh by which they are distin¬ 
guished from their neighbours. In the afternoon. 
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OT as tlie natives express it, * wlien titc sun had 
lost his strength,’ we departed from the town of 
Bidjie, accompanied by its good»natured, happy 
govcmor, and reached the banks of a rivulet called 
Yow in a very few minutes. Butterflies were 
here more numerous than can be imagined; mil¬ 
lions of them fluttered round us, and literally hid 
from our sight everj'thing but their own variegated 
and beautiful wings. 

Here, on the banks of the Yow, we took a last 
farewell of the aflectionate old chief, who implored 
the ‘ Great God’ to bless us ; and as the canoes in 
tvhicli we had embarked moved from the sjKJt, a 
loud long laugh, with clapping of hands from 
the lower classes, evinced the satisfaction tliey 
felt at having seen us, and their hearty wishes for 
our welfare. The Vow is an cxti’emely narrow 
rivulet, not more tlian a few feet in breadth; and 
flows in a serpentine direction through a flat 
country, covered with rushes, and tall, rank grass. 
Crocodiles are said to resort here in great num¬ 
bers; the low bark or growl of these rapacious 
animals we heard distinctly, and almost close to 
us. After we had been pushed along against the 
etieam by poles for five or six miles, between four 
and five o’clock in the afternoon we landed at a 
narrow creek, which ran a little way into a thick 
and gloomy forest. We had not proceeded more 
than two hundred yards on the patliway, when we 
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were Met by a messenger from Jenna, who in¬ 
formed us that the owners of all the horses in the 
town had rode out to welcome their chief, and 
escort him to his residence, so that we should 
be obliged to walk the remainder of the way. A 
few minutes only had elapsed, however, from this 
time, before we descried a horse approaching us 
in the path. This was a goodly sight to us, who 
were already becoming wearied and sore with the 
exertions we had made during the day, for we did 
not reflect a moment that the animal might not, 
after all, be for our use. However, we soon met, 
and the rider immediately declared that he had left 
J enna purposely on our account. The horse’s head 
was loaded with charms and fetishes, enveloped in 
pieces of red and blue cloth. IJis saddle was of 
Haussa manufacture, and uncommonly neat; in 
the interior such an article is use^l only by the prin¬ 
cipal people; and his bridle also was of curious 
workmanship. The horseman had an extravagant 
idea of his own consequence, and seemed a pro¬ 
digious boaster. He wore abundance of clothing, 
most of which Wt^s superfluous, but it made him 
excessively vain. He informed us that he had been 
despatched by the King of Jenna to meet us in the 
path, and to escort us to the capital; but under¬ 
standing that Adooley had supplied us with horses, 
he did not conceive it necessary to send others. 
The messenger, however, dismounted and oflered 
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US his horse; and my brother and self agreed to 
ride him in turns. We therefore immediately pro¬ 
ceeded, and traversed a rich and varied country^ 
abounding plentifully with wood and water. A 
fine red sand covered the pathway, which we 
found to be in much better condition than any 
we had before seen. Sometimes it winded through 
an open, level fract of fine grazing land ; and then 
again it divergeil through forests so thick and 
deep, that the light of the moon, which had arisen, 
was unable to penetrate the gloom, and we were 
frequently left in midnight darkness. It would 
require greater powers than we are in possession 
of to give an adequate description of the magnifi¬ 
cence, solemnity, and desolate repose, of the awful 
solitudes through which we passed this evening. 
They were enlightened, however, at times by the 
apjiearance of glowworms, which were so luminous 
tliat one could almost see to r’ead by their golden 
splendour; and sometimes by the moonbeams, 
which trembled upon the leaves and branches of the 
trees. A fragrance also was exhaled from the 
forest, more odoriferous than the perfume of prim¬ 
roses or violets ; and one might almost fancy, when 
threading his way through scenery which perhaps 
cannot be surpassed for beauty in any part of the 
world, that he was approaching those eternal shades 
where, in ancient time, the souls of good men 
were supjiosed to wander. The Woods rang witk 
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the song of insects and night-birds, which saluted 
us with little intermission till about ten o’clock at 
night, when we entered jLdafoo, a large and plea¬ 
sant town. Here we were informed that no 
house would be offered us, the fetish-priest having 
declared that the moment a white man should 
enter the dwellings of the inhabitants, they would 
be Seized by their enemies and'enslaved. We 
arrived thirsty and exhausted, but for a long time 
could hot procure even a drop of water. Our tent 
had been left on the road for] w’ant of carriers, 
and w'e had made up our minds to rest under a 
tree, when about two hours afterwards it was 
fortunately brought into the town. W^c fixed it 
immediately, and having succeeded in procuring 
wood firom the unkind inhabitants, we kindled a 
fire in front of it, and our people laid themselves 
in groups outside, whilst we entered, and attempted 
irainly to sleep. 

Monday, April ath .—Before sunrise this morn¬ 
ing, we were all on the alert, and struck the tent 
at a very early hour. Wa then sent tlie carriers 
onward whh the luggage, and hastily left the tow’n 
after them, without bidding adieu cither to the 
chief or any of his people, on account of Uieir 
inhospitality; and in an hour’s time reached tlie 
extensive and important town of Larro. On dis¬ 
mounting, we were first led- to a large, cleanly- 
swept square, Vherein is preserved the fetish 
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of the place, whidi is the model of a canoe, 
having tliree wooden figiires with paddles in it; 
After waiting in Uic shade for an hour, surrounded 
by an immense multitude of people of all ages, 
the chiefs approach was announced by a general 
rush from our quarters to the other end of the 
square, where he was walking. We went towards 
him in order to pay him the accustomed salu^ 
tation of shaking of hands, &c.; but one of bib 
followers, fancying that I kept his master’s hand 
clasped in mine longer than the occasion might 
warrant, looked fiercely in my face, and snatched 
away my hand eagerly and roughly, without, 
however, uttering a word. I could have pulled 
llie fellow’s ears with the greatest good will ia 
the world, had not the fear of secret revenge 
deterred me. As it was, I smothered my rising 
cholcr, and with my brother quietly followed the 
chief to his principal hut, under whose verandah 
w'e were served with goora nuts in a huge pewter 
platter. Presently the chief squatted himself 
down on a liandsome rush mat of native manufac* 
ture, and we were desired to sit by him on an 
elegant Turkey caT]M;t, which had been laid there 
for tlie purjiose. He w'as rather fancifully dressed; 
and wore two tobes, that nearest the skin being 
of black silk velvet, and the other of crimson 
velvet, lined with sirsenet. His boots were of 
yellow leather, neatly worked; and his wrists 
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were loaded with bracelets of silver and copper. 
The chiefs countenance betrayed much seriousness 
and solidity; and the diverting laugh of his 
countrymen was superseded by a sober cheerful¬ 
ness. Many of his wives sat behind him in 
lines—some of whom were of a bright copper co¬ 
lour ; indeed great numbers of the inhabitants of 
Lafro have fairer complexions tlian mulattoes. 
The yard of the hut was crammed full of curious 
and inquisitive people, who stood with open mouth 
during the whole of the audience. The chief 
wished to impress strongly on our minds his own 
dignity and power ; he said he was greater than 
the Governor of Jenna, inasmuch as the latter was 
a slave to the King of Katunga, but himself 
was a free man. He would give us permission 
to depart to-morrow, he continued; and in the 
meantime would supply us with provisions. The 
chief was as good as his word, for shortly after 
we had quitted the hut, we received a goat and 
some yams ; and he returned our visit in the cool 
of the evening. It appears that it is not his 
general practice to drink spirituous liquors in 
presence of his people, or it may be against the 
•few to do so ; for liaving carefully excluded all 
prying eyes from our dwelling, and ordered a mat 
to be hung over the door-way, he even then turned 
his face to the wall, whenever he attempted to 
swallow the brandy we offered him. He remained 
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with us rather better than an hour. We have 
forgotten to mention that, on our presentation to 
the chief in the morning, a chapter from the 
Koran was repeated to.him by a Mohammedan 
priest, to whicli both he and Ijis people seemed 
to pay great respect and attention. 

Public schools are established here for the 
avowed purpose of teaching the rising generation 
the rudiments of the Mohammedan religion. 

A singular custom prevails in the town, of com¬ 
pelling children at the breast to swallow a quan¬ 
tity of cold water from a calabash. An infant 
was nearly choked this afternoon by the injection 
of more than a pint of water down its throat. 
Whether mothers follow this custom for the pur- 
jiose of curing children of any imaginary com¬ 
plaints, or, as is more probable, in the hope of ren¬ 
dering them less eager for their natural food, w'e 
have not ascertained. 

The inhabitants possess horses, asses, and mules, 
though not in any considerablenumbers; they have, 
however, great abundance of sheep and goats, w’hich 
arc bred in the town ; and their yards and huts are 
the common place of resort for these animals—in¬ 
deed they may be said to grow up and live with the 
children of their owners. We have been amusing 
ourselves during the greater part of to-day in look¬ 
ing at the playful gambols of some very handsome 
goats, which had strayed into our abode ; hut the 
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slieep are not near so tame or frolicsmne, repel¬ 
ling all our advances towards a more familiar ac¬ 
quaintance by timidity and ill-nature. Shrimps 
and fish, which are caught in the streams in the 
vicinity of the town, are daily exposed for sale; 
and the inhabitants appear to be in possession of 
a greater share of the necessaries and comforts of 
life than their neighbours of the sea-coast. 

We have observed the country to be sensibly 
rising to-day; and agriculture apjiears to be con¬ 
ducted on a regular system, which is an evident 
proof of the active and industrious habits of the 
people. Tlie gloomy fastnesses and wildnesses of 
nature such as we passed on the first day or two 
of our journey from Badagry are less common 
as we advance ; and open glades, with plantations 
of bananas, and fields of yams and Indian corn, all 
neatly fenced, met our view from the path yester¬ 
day and this morning. The inhabitants of Larro 
also exhibit greater cleanliness of person and 
tidiness of apparel than the tribes nearer the 
sea; and importunate beggars have disappeared 
entirely. 

My brother and I begin already to feel the re¬ 
laxing influence of the climate, but by the blessing 
of Heaven we hope that our progress through the 
may not yet be impeded by sickness. 
Tuesday, April 6th.—The Chief of Larro re- 
qf^sted my brother this morning to repair a sword 
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of his which was broken, hut the latter having 
expressed his ignorance of the art of cutlery, we 
were permitted to take our leave. 

The sun had scarcely arisen above tlie horizon, 
and the mists of the morning yet hong upon the 
hills, when we quitted the town of Larro, and 
pursued our journey on horseback. Three horse¬ 
men from Jenna followed us on the path, and we 
were enlivened by the wild jingling of their ani¬ 
mals' bells, till W'e got within a mile of that town, 
where wc alighted at a kind of turnpike, and fired 
a salute of two muskets. Here we were met by a 
parcel of fellows with horns, who blew on them 
with the accustomed energy of the natives: these 
men preceded us over a bridge, which is thrown 
across a moat that surrounds Jenna, into the 
centre of the totvn, where we again aliglited, and 
awaited the chief’s pleasure in an open shed. We 
had not been seated many seconds before an im¬ 
mense crowd of people pressed in upon us on 
every side, subjecting us to the accustomed incon¬ 
veniences of want of air, strong, unwholesome 
smells, and a confused hubbul> that defies descrip¬ 
tion. Never were people more eager to behold 
us. The little ones formed themselves into a ring 
close to the shed, then followed those of maturer 
age, after them came a still older class, and the 
last circle consisted of people as tall as steeples, 
most of whom held infants in their arms. Alto- 
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gether was formed a large amplutlieatre of black 
woolly beads, and teeth set in jetty faces; and 
although we felt rather annoyed at their inno¬ 
cent curiosity, and were obliged to wait a consi¬ 
derable time for the new chief, we could not help 
being highly diverted with the spectacle around 
us. At length, to our great relief and joy, news 
was brought tliat he was ready to receive us. 
Such is the etiquette here, that the longer a stranger 
is compelled to wait to be introduced, the greater 
is the honour done him, and the higher is the rank 
of that person supposed to be, who exacts this 
unpleasant delay. We discovered the chief, or 
rather governor, sitting on a piece of leather, 
under a large verandah, at one end of a commo¬ 
dious square yard. He was clad in the prevailing 
finery of crimson velv^ tobe and cap, both edged 
with gold lace. At Ms right hand sat his wives 
and women, and we‘were desired to jdace our¬ 
selves on his left. Tlie women sang the praises 
of their master in a loud unpleasant voice, in 
which they were assisted by the music (equally un- 
harmonious) of drun.s, fifes, clarionets, and horns. 
On our wishing the chief all the happiness in the 
world, those that had flocked into the yard after 
us, and every one near him, prostrated themselves 
on the ground and clapped their hands. Goora 
nuts were presented us in water, and a profusion 
of compliments passed on both sides ; but Uie dig- 
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nity of Uie newly-made governor seemed to sit 
rather awkwardly upon him, for he was shy and 
bashful as a maiden, and really appeared agitated 
and afraid of Ids white-faced visitants. Strange as 
it may seem, the patience of the most patient 
peojde in tlio World was completely exhausted, as 
might be seen by their desertion of the prj^mises, 
before we quitted them, notwithstanding the few 
words that had passed between the chief and ottr- 
selves. The ceremony of introduction being over, 
we bade adieu to the chief, and having visited the 
grave of Dr. Morrison in our way, repaired to a 
hut which had been got ready for our reception. 

The former governor of Jenna, who it will be 
recollected treated the gentlemen composing the 
last mission so Iiandsomely, died about fifteen 
months ago, and the King of Varriba chose one 
of the meanest of his slaves as his successor. 
Tljis is an invariable rule with the sovereigns 
of that country, of which Jenna is a province, 
for they fear that its distance from the capital 
being very ^eat, a |x:rson of liigher rank, 
if possessed of talents and spirit, could easily 
influence the natives to throw oft’ tlie yoke, and 
declare themselves independent of Yurriba. The 
present governor is a llkussa man, and was 
raised to the dignity he now holds, in. all pro¬ 
bability, on account of bis childish simplicity 
and artlessness, for a person with a countenance 
VOL. 1, a 
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mote sodicailahre of iimooenee, aad |ierha|>s atapidily 
also, we never zecollect to luive aean. Tke quail- 
tlfs of his heart, however, .are iiaid to be cxcelient, 
and his manners are mild and amiabie. He had 
been twelve months in coming from Katuuga to 
this place, being tmdex tl^ necessity of stopping 
at ev«9y town between Jenna and his capital to re¬ 
ceive Uie applauses and congratulations of the 
inhabitants, and to join in their festivities and 
amusements. He did not make bis entry here lill 
yesterday. 

Showers are becoming heavier and fall more 
frequently than they did; and the rainy season 
may fairly be said to have commenced. The 
thermometer fell suddenly to-day from 94° to 78°, 
and remained stationary there for the whole of the 
afternoon. 

Tlie chief sent us tin's evening a goat, and 
yams, milk, and honey. 

Wednesday^ April Ith .—We carried a present 
to the governor this rooming, which he received 
with every mark of satisfaction and gratitude; 
but • he declared with sorrow that he should 
be obliged to send some of it to the King of 
Katunga, who would not let him wear red clotli till 
he iiad been a longer time established in his new 
situation. 

It is related in Captain Clapperton’s journal 
that one of old Pascoe’s wives eloped from him in 
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Katunga whilst he was asleep, takit^ with her 
the triukets Mrs. BdiKosii had given hiroi and that 
she was never afterwards heard of. This woman 
had the effrontery to introduce herself into onr 
liouse to-day with an infant, whereof she assertedi 
with warmth that Pascoe was the father, and that 
she was determined to leave it upon his hands. 
She had prevailed upon a number of Hhussa 
females to accompany her, that they might endea¬ 
vour to induce her quondam husband, who is a 
countryman of theirs, to receive the child, and 
moke up the breach between diem, but,.tlie infant 
not being more than nine, or at most twelve 
months old, and diree or four years having elapsed 
since the elopement took place, we were convinced, 
independently of the age and infirmities of Pascoe, 
that it could by no rule or law be his. Accord¬ 
ingly, notwithstanding the uproar occasioned by 
the women’s tongues, (which is no small matter 
in any part of the world,) the mother with her 
spurious odspring, and the ladies that came to aid 
and abet her imposition, were turned out of the 
yard without any ceremony, to the great relief 
of Pascoe and his present rib, who felt rather un¬ 
comfortable whilst the palhvcr was carrying on. 

The fetish priest of the town came dancing into 
our hut this afternoon, looking exceedingly wild, 
and roaring as if possessed of an evil spirit. We 
jiaid little attention to tlie fellow's fooleries, who. 



64 


JENNA. 


[Chap. II. 


not liking his reception, left the hut, after we had 
given him the accustomed fee of a few cowries. 
The man’s person and dress, together with its whim¬ 
sical ornaments, were admirably fitted to impose on 
the credulity and superstition of the inhabitants, 
although many of the town’s people, influenced 
perhaps by the spreading doctrines of Mahomet^ 
spoke their minds pretty freely,- calling him a 
scoundrel and a devil. There was something pe¬ 
culiar in the jaiest’s countenance that we could 
not define. On his shoulders he bore a large 
club, carved at one end with the figure of a man’s 
head. A vast number of strings of cowries were 
suspended on this weapon, which were intermixed 
with bells, broken combs, small pieces of wood, 
with rude imitations of men’s faces cut on them, 
large sea-sliells, bits of iron and brass, nut shells, 
&c. &c. Perhaps the number of cowries on his 
person did not fall far short of twenty thousand ; 
and the weight of his various ornaments almost 
pressed him to the ground. After this fellow had 
left our apartment, throe or four others came to 
torment us with drums, whistles, and horns, and 
began and ended the evening’s serenade to their 
own infinite delight and satisfaction. The native 
drum answers the purpose of a tambourine and 
bagpipe as well, and is of peculiar formation. Its 
top is encircled with little brass bells, and is played 
uj)onwith one hand, whilst the fingers of the other 
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are employed at the same time in tapping on its 
surface. The instrument itself is held under the 
left arm, but instead of an outer wooden case, 
strings alone are used from end to end, which 
being pressed against the musician’s side, sounds 
somewhat similar to those of a Scotch bag-pipe, 
but very inferior, are produced. The drummers, 
with their companions of the horns and whistles, 
subsist entirely on the charity of the public, who 
require their services on all occasions of general 
merriment and jollity. 

Tuesday, April Qih .—The two messengers that 
arrived at Baddgry whilst we were there, and stated 
that they had been employed for the purjjose by the 
Governor of Jenna, were this morning discovered 
to be impostors, and put in irons accordijigly. 
But as the poor fellows had really been of essen¬ 
tial service to, us, inasmuch as by their representa¬ 
tions they prevailed upon Adooley to give us leave 
to proceed on our journey much sooner than we 
ourselves could have done, we thought proper to 
intercede in their behalf, and although they were to 
have been sold as a punishment for their deception, 
they are now set at liberty. The person also that 
met us with a horse after crossing-the river Vow,- 
near BIdjie, proceeded thither on his own account, 
without the knowledge or consent of the governor; 
but as he is a Falktah, and a respectable man, little 
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has been said or done about that matter. The only 
motive which could have influenced these three 
men in their projects of assisting us, had been 
without doubt the expectation of receiving a trifling 
remuneration, and of this, notwithstanding an in¬ 
junction to the contrary from the governor, we 
have not disappointed them. Their services were 
well-timed and very acceptable, and amply deserved 
a few needles and scissors. 

We were witnesses this morning to a specimen 
of native tumbling and dancing, with the usual ac¬ 
companiments of vocal and instrumental music. By 
far the most diverting part 'of the entertainment 
was the dancing; but even this did not at all answer 
the expectations we had formed of it. The per¬ 
formers were liberally supplied with country beer, 
and like most amusements of the kind, they ended 
this with wrangling and intoxication. The fellows 
that accompanied us as guides from BadSgry, who 
in their native place would sell their birthright for a 
glass of rum, have now washed themselves and 
thrown aside their rags, appearing at all public 
places in borrowed finery. They now never leave 
their habitations without Adooley’s swordf which 
they have with them, and a host of followers. 
This morning they attended the celebration of the 
games, in showy apparel, with silk umbrellas held 
over their heads; arxl amongst other articles of 
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dress, the principal of them wore an immense drali!' 
coloured quaker’s hat, of the coarsest quality. 
They will scarcely deign to speak to a poor man. 

We learn with regret that all the horses of the 
late governor of denna, were interred, according 
to custom, with the corpse of tlieir master, and 
we begin to be apprehensive that we shall be 
obliged to walk the wliole of the way to Katunga, 
as the present rular is not the owner of a single 
beast of burden. This piece of ill news was 
carefully witldield from us till after the presents 
•had all been duly delivered to the Governor aa«l 
his head men ; but* the latter alone are to bUnne 
in this instance. Matters being in tliis unplea¬ 
sant state, we Imve sent a messenger to tlie chief 
of Larro to inform him of the circumstance, and 
entreat him to redeem his promise of lending us a 
horse or a mule; and another to Adooley, requcst- 
uig him to despatch immediately one of our horses 
at least from Baddgry, fortliat we had found it im¬ 
possible to do without liim. But whether the latter 
will accede to it or not remains to be seen. We 
do not think that he will; and yet wc can hardly 
imagine ho will carry his chicanery so far, be¬ 
cause he must fear that the variety of orders we 
have given him to receive valuable presents from 
England will never be honoured by our country¬ 
men if lie refuses to fulfil liis engagements to us- 

This evening a corpse was interred at a short 
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distance from our dwelling, and the friends of the 
deceased have been employed more than an hour 
in bewailing their loss. The low, plaintive noise 
they make sounds dolefully in our hut, and it has 
a very sorrowful and depressing effect on our 
spirits. 

We have been pretty busily engaged during the 
whole bf the afternoon in writing letters and de¬ 
spatches for England. They will be forwarded by 
Adooley as soon as possible to Cape Coast Castle. 
The Baddgrian guides and carriers will return 
home to-morrow to our very great relief, for they 
have been a constant trouble, and have harassed us 
from morning till night. 

Friday, April 9th .—Since the demise of the 
late governor, it is calculated that Jenna has lost 
more than five hundred of its population, chiefly 
by wars, intestine broils, &c., and for want of a 
ruler. It must not be imagined, however, that 
because the people of this country are almost per¬ 
petually engaged in conflicts with their neigh¬ 
bours, the slaughter of human beings is there¬ 
fore very great. They pursue war, as it is 
called, partly as an amusement, or to ‘ keep their 
hands in it;* and partly to benefit themselves by 
the*' capture of slaves. As we were sailing down 
the coast, w^e were told that the natives of Cape 
La Hoo and Jack-a-Jack had been warring for 
three years previously, and were still at variance. 
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but during that long period, only one single decrepit 
old woman, who found it no easy matter to run as 
fast as her countrymen, was left behind, and be> 
came the solitary victim of a hundred engagements. 
Much after the same fashion are the bloodless wars 
of Jenna. Success depends much more on the 
cunning and address of the parties, than on any 
extraordinary display of intrepidity; and living, not 
dead subjects, are souglit after, so that it is their 
interest to avoid hard blows and enrich themselves 
by the sale of their prisoners. Perliaps the extraor** 
dinary decrease in the population of Jenna has 
arisen from the desertion of slaves, who embrace 
the opportunity, whilst their masters are from 
home engaged in predatory excursions, of running 
away; and thus the latter frequently become 
losers, instead of gainers by their unnatural pas¬ 
sion for stealing their fellow-creatures. The indi¬ 
viduals captured are sent to the coast, and the 
chiefs of those unsettled and barbarous tribes that 
inhabit it are appointed agents to regulate the 
sale of them, for which they receive half the 
profits. 

Late in the evening, the young Falatah men¬ 
tioned in yesterday’s journal, paiil us a visit, and 
offered his horse for sale. He is a Mohammedan 
priest, and w'as accompanied by a countryman of 
the same persuasion ; but neither of the holy men 
appeared, in their dealing, to understand the mean- 
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ing of trutii or justice. An agreement was made, 
and we paid thirty dollars. The merchant im¬ 
plored us not to tell his father, who was the real 
€jwner of the horse, that he had sold him for less 
money than he had received ; and in this request 
he was seconded by his more venerable friend, 
because, he said, he wanted a small sum for his 
private use, which he knew his parent would refuse 
him. The words were hardly out of their mouths 
before the two Mussulmen publicly went through 
their ablutions in front of our bouse, where turn¬ 
ing their faces to the east, they seemed to pray 
very devoutly to the founder of their faith. When 
this was concluded, they sang us an Arabic hymn 
with very great solemnity, and the whole had an 
immediate and wonderful effect on the feelings of 
many of their followers in the yard, who, mistak¬ 
ing loudness of voice for fervour, and hypocri¬ 
tical seriousness for piety, made the two worship¬ 
pers a present of money. The Falatahs are sup¬ 
posed to be spies from Soccatoo j but, although 
this is a very prevalent opinion, no measures 
whatever have yet been taken either to watch their 
morions, or question them as to their intentions. 

The women of Jenna employ themselves ge¬ 
nerally either in spinning cotton or preparing 
Indian com for food. Much of the former material 
grows in the vicinity of the town, but the cultiva¬ 
tion of the plant is not carried on whh tlie spirit 
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it deserves. Silk, wMch is broaght over land from 
Tripoli, the inhabitants sometimes imerweave in 
tbcir cotton garments; but such, being very expen« 
give, are only worn by the higher class of people. 
They have abundance of bullocks, pigs, goats, 
sheep, andh poultry, but they prefer vegetable food 
to animal; their diet, indeed, is what we should term 
poor and watery, consisting chiefly of preparations 
of the yam and of Indian corn, notwithstanding 
which a stronger or more atliletic race of people is 
nowhere to be met with. Burdens with tliem, as 
with the natives of many parts of the continent, 
are invariably carried on the head, which, it is 
more than likely, occasions that dignified upright* 
ness of form and stateliness of walk so often 
spoken of by those acquainted with the pleasing 
peculiarities of tlie African female. The weight of 
a feather is borne on the bead in preference to its 
being carried in the hand; and it not unfrequently 
requires the united strength of three men to lift a 
calabash of goods from the ground to the shoulder 
of one; and then, and not till tlien, does the 
amazing strength of the African appear. The 
greater part of the inhabitants of Jenna have the 
hair of their head and their eyebrows shaven; 
but the governor’s minuters and servants wear 
their hair in the shape of a horse-shoe, as a mark 
of distinction. It is confined to the crown of the 
bead by large daubs of indigo, and none of the 
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people presuming to imitate it, answers the pur¬ 
pose of a livery. 

Saturday, April lOth.—The earlier part of 
this morning was obscured by a mist or haze, 
which was as thick and at least as unwholesome as 
a London fog in Novemlier; but between nine mad 
ten o’.clock it dispersed, and the sun shone out 
with uncommon lustre. The hut which we occupy 
is in a large square yard, and is the property of 
the late governor’s principal wife, whose story 
is rather romantic. Each of its sides was formed 
by huts, which had all at one time been in¬ 
habited ; but, a iire having broke out in one of 
them by some accident, the greater part perished. 
A few huts only are at present standing, together 
with black naked walls, and stakes which supported 
the verandahs, the latter reduced to charcoal. The 
tenantabie buildings are inhabited by the female 
slaves of the owner of the square and ourselves. 
It is the custom here, when a governor dies, for 
two of his favourite wives to quit the world on the 
same day, in order that he may have a little plea¬ 
sant, social company in a future stale; but the 
late governor’s devoted wives had no ambition 
or inclination to follow their venerable husband 
to the grave, and went and hid themselves before 
the funeral ceremonies were performed, and 
have remained concealed ever since with the re¬ 
mainder of his women. To-day, however, one of 
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these unfortunates,—she to whom our house be¬ 
longs,—was discovered in her hiding-place at the 
present governor’s, and the alternative of a poi¬ 
soned chalice, or to have her head broken by the 
club of the fetish-priest, was offered her. She has 
chosen the former mode of dying, as being the 
less terrible of the two, and has come to our yard 
to spend her hast hours in the society of her faithful 
slaves. These address their mistress by the en¬ 
dearing name of mother. Poor creatures! as 
soon as they learnt her misfortune, they dropped 
their spinning ; the grinding of corn was also re¬ 
linquished ; their sheep, goals, and poultry were 
suffered to roam at large without restraint; and 
they abandoned themselves to the most excessive, 
most poignant grief ; but now the arrival of their 
mistress has added, if possible, to their affliction. 
There is not to be found in the world, })erhaps, an 
object more truly sorrowful than a lonely, de¬ 
fenceless woman in tears ; and on such an occa¬ 
sion as this, it may easily be conceived, the dis¬ 
tress is more peculiarly cutting. A heart that 
could not be touched at a scene of this nature 
must be unfeeling indeed. Females have been 
coming all day to condole with the old lady, and 
to w'eep with her; so that we have heard and seen 
nothing but sobbing and crying from morning till 
the setting of the sun. The principal males in 
the town have likewise been here to pay their last 
respects to their mistress; and so has her grave- 
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'digger, who has jost risen from pfoabrating himself 
on the ground before her. Notwithstanding the 
representations and remonstrances of the priest, 
and the prayers of the Tenerable victim to her 
gods for fortitude to undergo the dreadful ordeal, 
her resolution has forsaken her more than once. 
She has entered our yard twice to expire in the 
arms of her women, and twice has 'She laid aside 
the fatal poison, in order to take another walk, 
and gaze once more on the splendour of tlxe sun 
and the glory of the heavens, for she cannot 
bear the idea of losing sight of them for ever. 
She is still restless and uneasy, and would gladly 
run away from Death, if she durst, for thai 
imaginary being appears to her in a more terrible 
light than our pictures represent him, with his 
shadowy form and fatal dart. Die slie must, and 
she knows it; nevertheless she will tenaciously 
cling to life till the very last moment. Mean* 
while her grave is preparing, and preparations are 
making for a wake at her funeral. She is to he 
buried here in one of her own huts the moment 
after the spirit has quitted the body, which will be 
ascertained by striking the ground near which it 
may he lying at the time, when, if no motion or 
struggle ensues, the old woman will be considered 
as dead. The poison used by the natives on this 
occasion destroys life, it is said, in fifteen minutes. 

The reason of our not meeting with a better 
reception at Laatoo when we slept there, was the 
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want o£ a chief to that town, the last having fol¬ 
lowed the old governor of Jenna to the eternal 
shades, for he was his slave. Widows are burnt 
in India, just as they are poisoned or clubbed here ; 
but in the former country, I believe, no male vic¬ 
tims are destroyed on such occasions. The origiu 
of this abominable cui^m is understood to have 
arisen from a'dread on the part of the chiefs of 
the country in olden time, that their principal 
wives, who alone were in possession of their con¬ 
fidence, and knew where their money was con¬ 
cealed, might secretly attempt their life, in order 
at once to establish their own freedom, and be¬ 
come possessed of the property. That far frems 
having any motives to destroy her husband, a 
woman might, on the contrary, have a strong in¬ 
ducement to cherish him as long as possible, the 
existence of the wife was made to depend entirely on 
that of her lord; and this custom has been handed 
down from father to son even to the present time. 
But why men also, who can have no interest to 
gain on the death of their prince, should be obliged 
to conform to tlie same rite, is not near so easily 
accounted for. The present governor of Jenna 
must of necessity go down to the grave on the first 
intelligence of the demise of the king of Yarriba; 
and as that monarch is a very aged man, the 
situation of the former is not the most enviable in 
the world. 

Previous to her swallowing the poison, the 
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favourite wife of a deceased chief or ruler de¬ 
stroys privately all the wealth, or rather morey of 
her former partner, in order that it may not fall into 
the hands of his successor. The same custom is 
observed at Badagry also; and althohgli the king’s 
son may be of age at the period of his father's 
death, he inherits his authority and influence only. 
He is left to his own sagacity anti exertions to 
procure wealth, which can seldom be obtained 
without rapine, enslavement, and bloodshed. 

Whenever a town is deprived of its chief, the in¬ 
habitants acknowledge no law—anarchy, troubles, 
and confusion immediately prevail, and till a suc¬ 
cessor is appointed all labour is at an end. The 
•stronger oppress the weak, and consummate every 
species of crime, without being amenable to any 
tribunal for their actions. I’rivate j)roperty is no 
longer respected ; and thus before a person arrives 
to curb its licentiousness, a tpwn is not unfre- 
quently reduced from a flourishing state of ])ro8- 
perity and of happiness, to all the horrors of 
desolation. 

Sunday, April Wth .—This being Easter-day, 
we have devoted it exclusively to religious pur¬ 
poses. The messenger whom we sent to Baddgry 
for our horse is not yet returned, although he 
promised to be back in four days from the time of 
his departure. He has exceeded the given time by 
a whole day, and as the man is a native of Baddgry^ 
we have given up all holies of again seeing eitJ^ei: 
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him, or ihc horse, or the message-sword we lent 
him as a token that he had been sent by us. We 
havtw received positive assurances that leave will 
be granted us to depart hence on Tuesday next,; 
but as we Ijave one horse only, we shall be 
obliged to take it in turns to ride, or procure a 
haminoek, wliich will be a difficult thing to get, 
and very e.\pepsive. 

The old 4ueen-dowager, like Prior’s thief, 

‘ Often tiikes leave, but seem.s loth to depart;’ 
although her doom is inevitably sealed, she has 
been more chcQ^riul today than yesterday, and 
seems determined to spin out thread of life to 
its utmost limit. S])ies are now set over her, and 
she is not permitted to go out of the yard. 

Monday, April \'Zth. —Nothing deserving ])ar- 
tkular notice has occurred to-day. We have had 
the customary visit to our yard of a long line of 
women, who come every morning, with rueful 
countenances and streaming eyes, to lament the 
approaching d(?ath of the old widow. They weep, 
they beat their breasts and tear their hair, they 
moan, and exhibit all manner of violent affliction 
at the expected deprivation. Pcrha])s their sorrow 
is sincere, pcrha{»s it is feigned. At all events their 
transports are ungoverned and outrageous; the 
first woman in the line begins the cry, ami is 
instantly followed by the other voices ; the open- 

von. I. H 
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ing notes of the lamentation are rather low and 
mournful,—the last wild and piercing. 

The principal people of the place, finding the 
old lady still obstinately bent on deferring her 
exit, have sent a messenger to her native village 
to make known to her relatives that should she 
make her escape, they will take all of them into 
slavery, and burn their town to 'ashes, in con¬ 
formity to an established and very ancient law. 
They woxdd therefore strongly advise the relatives 
of the old woman, for their own sakes, and for the 
sake of the public, to use all their endeavours to 
prevail upon her to meet her fate honourably and 
with fortitude. A deputation is expected from 
the village to-morrow, when, no doubt, after a 
good deal of crying and condoling, and talking 
and persuading, the matter will eventually be de¬ 
cided against the old lady. It is understood that 
she has bribed a few of the most opulent and in¬ 
fluential inhabitants of .lenna with large sums of 
money, to induce them to overlook her dereliction 
from the path of duty, and that by their represen¬ 
tations she has obtained the tacit consent of the 
fcng of Katunga to live out the full term of her 
IpitUTal life. But the people for many miles round, 
horror-struck at such impiety and contempt for 
Ihcient customs, have risen to enforce the laws of 
flie country against her. 



99 


CHAPTER in. 

Tornado.—Departure from Jenna.—^The Journey into the 
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—Illness of the Travellers_Buhuo, the former Capital 

of Yarriba.—Arrival at Kalimga. 

• 

Tuesday, April \Zlh .— Last niglit we were 
visited by one of tliosc terrific thunder-storms 
which are so prevalent in these latitudes. Our 
thatched hut aflbrded but an insecure and uncer¬ 
tain asylum against its fury ; part of the roof was 
swept away, and the rain udiuitleil freely upon our 
beds, whence the most awful lightning-flashes 
could be seen, making, as Milton says, ‘ the dark¬ 
ness visible.’ It seemed as if the Genius of the 
Storm was driving through the murky clouds in 
his chariot of fire, to awaken the slumbering crea¬ 
tion and make them feel and acknowledge his 
power. Jt is indeed a graml lesson to human 
pride, to contcm])late the terrors of a tornado 
through the trembling walls and roof of a gloomy, 
dilapidated hut in Africa. In civilized countries, 
when men are visited by an awful calamity of this 
kind, the distinctions of rank are levelled, and 
numbers flock together for the purpose of keeping 
each other in countenance, and strengtheningeachi 
nther’s nerves ; but here all is naked, lonely, and 
desolate. 

H 2 
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We passed the night, as may be supposed, 
uncomfortably enough. The roof of our dwelling 
had long been infested with numbers of rats and 
mice, and these vermin being dislodged from their 
haunts by the violence of the wind and rain, 
sought immediate shelter between our bed clothes, 
and to this^ very serious inconvenience was added 
another still greater, viz., tlie company of lizards, 
ants, and mosquitoes, besides worms and centi¬ 
pedes, and other crawling, creeping, and noxious 
things, which the tempest seemed to renovate with 
fresh life and motion. After a long, long night, 
the morning at length appeared, and the terrors of 
the storm were forgotten. 

Not long after sunrise two fresh legions of 
women entered our yard to mourn with their old 
mistress, and the shrieks and lamentations of 
these visiters were more violent than any of their 
predecessors. It made us shudder to hear them. 
The piercing cries that assailed the ears of Telc- 
machus at his entrance into the infernal regions 
were not more dolorous or fearful. Their eyes 
were rerl wit)^ weeping, their hands were clasped 
on the crovifn of the head, their hair was in 
frightful diso®er, and two channels of tears were 
plainly seen »wing down over the naked bosom 
of each of4dj|^women. In this manner they passed 
before tliJPmreshold of our hut, in two close lines, 
and in this manner we observed them bend the 
knee to the venerable matron without utteritltg a 
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word. They then rose and departed, and we could 
hear their cries long after they had been put of 
sight. 

Matters were arranged for our departure in 
good time this morning, and after breakfast we 
went to pay our last respects to the good governor. 
Of course we^ were obliged to wait a tiresome 
length of time outside his residence before admit¬ 
tance could be obtained, but when the doors were 
opened, the band that was in attendance inside 
played a native tune as a token of welcome. We 
observed a greater number of drummers assem¬ 
bled tiiau on any former occasion. Some of their 
instruments were something in the sliape of a 
cone, and profusely ornamented with plates and 
figures of brass. On one of these were repre¬ 
sented the busts of two men, with a tortoise in the. 
act of eating out of the mouth of one of them. 
The tortoise had a cock by its side, and two dogs 
standing as guardians of the whole. These figures 
were all ingeniously carved in solid brass. Both 
ends of the larger drums were played on with the 
palms of the hand; hundreds of little brass bells 
were suspended round their edges for ornament 
rather than use, for being without clappers they 
could produce no sound. The common hatiye 
drum is beaten on one of its ends oulyt with a 
stick shaped like a bow. 

After a little conversation, the chief and his 
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principal people shook us affectiouately by the 
hand, and wished us every blessing, and as soon as 
w'e got outside the yard we moupted our horses 
and rode out of the town. The Chief of Larro 
had broken his promise, but we were fortunate 
enough to meet with and purcliase another horse 
this morning, so that vve cared little about it. Our 
pathway led through a champaign country, j)artially 
wooded, and after a pleasant ride of 4 ^irce-quarters 
of an hour, we entered the small village of liidjie*. 
Here our carriers dropped their loads, nor could 
they be induced to resume them by the most press¬ 
ing solicitations. Nor would the villagers, as their 
duty required, take them up, but when we begged, 
them to do so, laughed at us, so that here we are 
compelled to remain till to-morrow. This is very 
provoking ; and such is the tiresome mode of tra¬ 
velling through this country. No consideration- 
will induce any of the natives to shake off their 
habitual indolence ; they would not tlo so, I am 
persuaded, for a voice from IJ eaveu. Pleasure and 
sloth ar 9 with them synonymous words, and they 
are scarcely alive to any other species of gratifi¬ 
cation. In the meantime the chief, who seems to 
be a very good sort of man, although he has little 
a^bority over his peojde, has sent us an excellent 
Silted goat, and being in health, and having very 
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encouraging prospects held out to us as to CMir 
future progress, vve are determined to forget our 
little troubles and vexations, and spend the even¬ 
ing as cheerfully as we can. 

Hawks and vultures are exceedingly numerous, 
hoth at Jenna and,this place; the former are 
bold and disgusting birds, but the latter are so 
hungry and rAjiacious, that they pounce fearlessly 
in the midst of the natives when at their meals. 
This evening one of them darted at a piece of 
meat which one of our men held between his 
fingers, and snatched it from him whilst he was 
conveying it to his mouth. 

Wednesday, April 14Ik .—At an early hour 
this morning, to our infmiic surprise and pleasure, 
the man from Badagry made his appearance with 
one of our horses and an English saddle. The 
latter was as acceptable to us as the horse; yes¬ 
terday, for tvant of one, I had been obliged to sub¬ 
stitute a simjdc cloth, and the back of the animal 
being sharp as a knife, it was no very pleasant 
thing to ride him ; walking would have been the 
less irksome exercise of the two. Puskoe, whose 
sagacity and experience have proved of infinite 
value to us, has been lamed in his endeavours 
to walk as fast as the rest of tlic party, and as 
he has also the misf'orluuc of having one leg 
shorter than the other, he became the general 
butt and laughing-stock of his more robust coi3||i» 
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panions. To-day, however, we placed him .on the 
back of the extra horse, from whence lie has 
retorted their revilings, and the whole of them 
are now envious of his dignity as they were before 
facetious at his expense. 

We set off from ]3idjie wImIo the morning was 
yet qpol and pleasant, and arrived at Chow be¬ 
fore eleven o’clock in the forenoon.' The natives 
have an- unaccountable fancy that white men are 
fond of poultry to an excess, insomuch that whom¬ 
ever we enter a village or town, all the fowls are 
immediately seized, and confined in a place of 
security till our departure. 

Several strangers accompany us from town to 
town, in order to evade the duty which is exacted 
at the turnpike-gates, by stating themselves to be 
of the number of our attendants. AVomen have 
also placed themselves under the protection of 
our men from Cape Coast Castle, that they may 
enjoy the like advantage ; in return for this favour 
they do us many little kind offices, and are use¬ 
ful in making fires, preparing food, &c., for our 
people. 

Our journey to-day has been exceedingly plea¬ 
sant. Somjetimes the path ran in a serpentine 
dirc^ion “Itirough plains covered with green 
tusfff sometimes it led us amidst large groves of 
sU^y trees, from whose branches a variety of 
pl^ful monkies diverted us by their mischievous 



Chop. IJI.] THE CHIEF OF CHOW. lOff 

tricks;, and the grey parrot, with other beautiful 
birds, 

‘ Warbled their native wood-notes wild.’ 

The chief of Chow who received and enter¬ 
tained the last mission has been dead.some time, 
and is succeeded by a humble, good-natured, and 
active individual, who has treated us more like 
denii-gods tha'h men. At the time of our arrival 
he was engaged in superintending the slaves at 
liis corn and yarn plantations, but hastened to us 
the monien’t he was informed of the circumstance. 
He has a number of horses, amongst which is one 
of the smallest and most beautiful we have ever 
beheld. 

In the evening the chief visited us again with a 
jrresent of provisions, and a few goora nuts. My 
brother took the oi)portunity of playing on a 
bugle horn in his presence, by which he was vio-* 
lently agitated, under the supposition that the 
instrument was nothing less than a snake! 

For the first time since our landing we have 
observed the loom in active operation. The ma¬ 
nufacture of cotton cloth is carried on here exclu¬ 
sively by women. 

Thursday, April Ibih .—The path tp-day has 
winded through a country charmingly mversified 
by hill and dale, woods and open glades, and 
watered by streams flowing over beds of fine white 
sand.. A horseman from Katunga met us about 
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ten in the morning, whose dress and accoutre¬ 
ments were highly grotesque. He neither stopped 
nor spoke, but couched his lance as he galloped 
past us. We found numbers of people of both 
sexes in the path, who were returning from Egga 
to Chow, and several naked boys on their way to 
the coast, under the care of guardians. These are 
slaves, and vyill be sold most likely at Baddgry. 
Women bore burdens on their heads that would 
tire a mule, and children not more than five or 
six years of age trudged after them, with loads 
that would give a full-grown person in Europe the 
brain fever. 

We departed from Chow before sunrise; a 
surprising dew had fallen during the night, and 
distilled from the leaves and branches in large 
drops. We passed, during the forenoon, over 
three or four swampy places covered with reeds, 
rushes, and rank grass, which were inhabited by 
myriads of frogs of prodigious size. On crossing 
streams we were invariably saluted by a loud and 
unaccountable hissing, as if from a multitude of 
serpents. We could not account for this extraor¬ 
dinary noise in any other way thaa* by supposing 
it to have proceeded from some species of insect 
whose retreats we had invaded. 

With very trifling manual labour, the path, 
which is little better than a mere gutter, formed 
by repeated rains, might be converted into a good 
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and commodious road ; and were a tree simply 
thrown over them, the streams and morasses might 
be crossed with ease and safety. But the natives 
appear to have no idea whatever of such improve¬ 
ments ; and would rather be entangled daily in 
a thick umlerwood, and wade through pools of 
mud and water, than give themselves any con¬ 
cern about rejniiring the road. Trees not unfre- 
quently fall across the pathway, but, instead of 
removing, the people form a large circuit round 
them; even a small ant-hill is an object too 
mighty to be meddled with, and it is left in the 
centre of Il»e narrow road, so inconsiderate and 
indolent arc the natives of this part of the world. 

Many women with little w'ooden figures of chil¬ 
dren on their heads passed us in the course of the 
morning—mothers wiio, having lost a child, carry 
such rude imitations of them about their persona 
for an indefinite time as a symbol of mourning. 
None of them could be induced to part with one 
of these little aflbetionale memorials. 

We entered Egga, which is a very large town, 
in the early part of the afternoon. On our arri¬ 
val we were introduced into theliouse occupied by 
Captain Clapperton in the last mission, in the yard 
of which reiiose the remains of an Bhglishman 
named Dawson, who died here of fever when that 
officer was passing tln-ough the country. Both 
hut and yard are filled with people, and are in a 
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state of filth which defies description. We can¬ 
not rid ourselves of sheep, goats, and fowls, with 
their train ; they will be our companions in spite 
of us, and this grievance, with the tongues of a 
hundred visiters, makes our situation all but in¬ 
tolerable. 

Egga is the principal market-town in this jiart 
of Africa, and is attended by buyers and sellers 
for many miles round. Women here are the chief, 
if not the only traders; most of them are of grace¬ 
ful and prepossessing e.xterior, and tbey ail practise 
those petty tricks and artifices in their dealings 
with which the market-women of more civilized 
countries are not unaccpiaintcd. 

Friday, April Ydlh .—Yesterday was compa¬ 
ratively cool, o%ving to the thick dark clouds 
which obscured the sky ; but on our setting out 
this morning, as if to make amends for his partial 
concealment, the sun showed his .broad, burning 
face with uncommon clearness, and the day was 
one of the hottest we ever remember to have felt. 
We found the path in much better condition than 
those behind it, and it lay almost elitire.ly through 
plantations of yams, calavanccs, and pumkins, 
and three or four diflereut varieties of corn, which 
a number of labourers were employed in w'eeding, 
&c. The hoe is the only implement of husbandry 
in use, and indeed they can well disjrense with 
every other, because the soil during the rainy 
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months is so soft and light that but very little 
manual exertion in working it is required. Popu¬ 
lation is abundant,—labourers may be hired to 
any number,—and in our opinion, the introduction 
of- the plough would scarcely be a blessing—but 
on the contrary furnish new encouragement to the 
besetting sin of sloth. 

Having crossed at noon a small but agreeable 
river, flowing from east to west, in which several 
females were bathing, and washing clothes, we 
shortly afterwards entered tjie capacious and po¬ 
pulous town of Jadoo. Here we were informed 
that the chief had been in the grave more than a 
twelvemonth, and that no one having yet been 
nominated to succeed him, everything continued 
in a state of confusion and misrule. We were 
conducted, after we had waited a little, into a 
large yard belonging to the late governor, and 
presently received a visit from his brother, in com¬ 
pany with all the elders of the place; but their 
conversation was unjdeasant, and their whole be¬ 
haviour much cooler than was agreeable, the more 
so as such a reception had been entirely unex¬ 
pected. 

The yard wherein we reside is perfectly round, 
and walled wdth huts, all tenanted by the late 
chiefs widows, who employ their time and earn 
their livelihood by spinning and weaving. Not 
less tban a hundred of the king of Katunga’s ladies 
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are lodging in the yard with them, Tliey have 
all passed the bloom of life, and arrived here lately 
"With loads of trona and country cloth, which they 
barter for salt, and various articles of European 
manufacture, ])arlicularly h(!ads ; w-ith these they 
return home, and expose them for sale in the mar¬ 
kets, and afterwards the profits are taken to their 
husbands. These royal ladies arc distinguished 
from their countrywometr only by a peculiar 
species of cloth, which is wrapped round their 
goods, and which no one dares to imitate, on 
pain of per|>ctual slavery. This severe punish¬ 
ment is often inflicted, for, as the king’s wives pay 
no tribute or turnpike dues whatever, and must 
besides be entertained by tlie chief's of every town 
through which they pass, strong inducements are 
offered for others to altein}it to deceive hy using 
the forbidden cloth, and hence examples are ne¬ 
cessary. As a contrast to the afllicted females of 
Jenna, the wives of the king of Kutunga all fell tc 
crying for joy this evening, on recognising a few 
old acquaintances in the yard, who soon joined 
them in the melancholv music. It w'as laughabh 
enough to see them ; yet after the first burst hac 
subsided, they began to chat with a garrulity fai 
b^ond that of the most talkative of their Euro 
pean sisters. The conversation lasted more lhar 
an bour, till at last it resolved itself into a viokm 
quarrel, winch has not yet terminated. 
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It is now ten o’clock at night, anil the women 
are sitting in groups round the several wood-fires.- 
We ourselves occupy only a verandah, which is 
simply the projection of the roof of a thatched 
hut; our horses arc fastened to wooden stakes in 
the centre of the yard ; our men are lying round 
them, warming themselves .at their own fires. 
Sheep, beautiful sheep, with tinkling bells hung 
round their necks, arc chewing their cud in peace 
and hap})iness. But although it is the hour of 
repose, the tongues of our female fellow-travellers 
are making a clatter which all the Graces of Bil¬ 
lingsgate could not rival, and together with the 
squalling of brats innumerable, it spoils the emo¬ 
tions which the wild and j)leasing scene around us 
would otherwise awaken in our breasts. Sheep 
here are regarded with as much partiality, and 
treated much in the same manner as Ladies’ lap- 
dogs arc in England. Great care is taken to keep 
them clean and in good condition; they are 
washed every morning in soap and water; and so 
greatly .are they attached to their masters or mis¬ 
tresses, that they are constantly at their heels, fol¬ 
lowing them in-doors .and out, fi-om town to town, 
and in all their ])eregrinations. Goats, sheep, 
swine, and poultry, are in great plenty here, and 
in every one’s possession, notwithstanding which 
they arc always excessively dear, because the 
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people take a pride in displaying tlie number and 
quality of their domestic animals. 

The inhabitants of Jadoo are, generally spe.sk- 
ing, very tidily clad in cotton drosses, of their 
own manufacture. In their ])er8ons they are 
much more agreeable tluan those who reside 
nearer the sea. European goods are brought 
hither from Dahomey and Badkgry, but more 
especially from Lagos; and are daily exposed fo" 
sale in the markets of .Jadoo and Egga. Several 
chiefs on the road have asked us the reason ‘vliy 
the Portuguese do not ])urchase as maiiy slaves as 
formerly; and make very sad complaints of the 
stagnation in this brarudi of traffic. Hippopotami 
abound in the rivers in the vicinity of the town ; 
when young, the flesh and skin of liiesc animals 
are sold as food ; and whips and other articles are 
made of the skins of the old ones, 

Saturday, ^4pri.l Mih .—At the usual hour this 
morning, we quitted .Jadoo, and in the middle of 
the day arrived at a clean, pretty little village called 
Pooya. The appearance of the country between 
these places is extremely fine, and resembles a 
magnificent orchard. On our w.ay we met many 
hundreds of peoi)le of both sexes and all ages, 
with vast quantities of bullocks, sheep and goats, 
together with fowls and pigeons, which were car- 
Tied on the head in neat wicker baskets. Several 
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of llie travellers were loaded with packages of 
country cloth, and indigo in large round balls. 
They are all slaves, and were proceeding to the 
coast, from the interior, to sell the goods and ani¬ 
mals under their chiirge. One old woman had 
‘he misfortune to let a large calabash of palm-oil 
fall from her head ; on arriving at the spot we 
found a parfy of female-., her companions in 
ilavery, wringing their ininds and crying; the 
old woman’s own allliclion rvas hitter indeed, as 
"■l e dreailed the |)unishinc'ut liich awaited her on 
her retiui. lo her master’s house. 1 compas¬ 
sionated her iUstre.>s, and gave her a large clasp 
knife, wliich wonkl more than recompense her 
for the loss of the oil, whereat the w-omen wiped 
away their tears, and I’ell down on the dust before 
us, exhibiting countenances more gladsome and 
animated than can be conceived. 

The mortality of children must be immense 
indeed here, for almost every woman we met with 
on the road, liad one or more of those little wooden 
images, vve have before spoken of. Whenever 
the mothers stopjied to take refreshment, a small 
part of their food was invariably presented to the 
lips of these inanimate memorials. 

Although Pooya is considered by the natives 
a day’s journey from Jadoo, we only halted to pay 
our respects to the chief, and then continued our 
journey over gentle hills, and through vallies wa- 

VOi. I. I 
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tered by streams and rivulets, so as to reach Engua 
in the afternoon. The soil between the two towns 
is mostly dry and steril; and large masses of iron¬ 
stone, which looked as if they had undergone the 
action of fire, presented themselves almost at every 
step. This day has been oppressively warm; and 
as we had been exposed to the sun for a great 
number of hours, when we reached*Engua, our 
skin was scorched and highly inflamed, so that we 
were very uncomfortable. For my own part, I was 
sore, tired, and feverish, and longed to lay myself 
down in a hut; but we were obliged to remain 
under a tree above three hours before we could 
be favoured with that opportunity, because the 
cduef of the town was engaged in making a fetish 
to counteract any evil intentions that we might 
entertain towards him. All our people were fa¬ 
tigued and exhausted on the road, complaining 
much of the heat, and one of them w-as brought to 
us in the evening in a high fever. Engua is the 
town wherein the lamented Captain Pearce breathed 
his last; and here also Captain Clapperton felt 
quite disheartened, and almost despaired of pene¬ 
trating further into the interior of the country. 
The chief sent us only a little Indian corn and 
water, and obstinately refused to.sell us either a 
goat, slieep, or any other animal, alUiough there 
are many thousands in the town. 

Sunday, uipril ISth .—Our reception had been 
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SO truly inhospitable at £ngua, that we arose 
at a much earlier hour this morning than we 
generally do, and proceeded on our way by star¬ 
light. In place of the iron-stone of yesterday, the 
country over which we have travelled to-day ia 
partially covered with large and unshapely masses 
of granite. Mountains and elevated hills were 
observed to the right of us, whose sides were 
thickly wooded, and their summits reaching above 
the clouds. At 9 a.m. we passed through a neat 
and cleanly village, named Chakka, which has 
lately lost its chief; and an hour afterwards crossed 
a small river called Akeeny, which is full of sharp 
and rugged granite rocks, and is said to fail 
into the Lagos. We were carried over on men’s 
shoulders without mucli difficultj', but the horses 
were a long time in getting across. From hence, 
the path winded up a high and steep hill, which 
we ascended, and entered the town of Afoora 
about mid-day. Tlie governor gave us a hearty 
welcome, and said it made him extremely happy 
to see us, which the joy and animation of his 
countenance also expressed. The best but in the 
town, which is the most airy and commodious of 
any we had seen, \vas jwcsently got ready for 
us, and shortly after w’e had taken possession of 
it we received a quantity- of excellent provisions 
from the chief. 

This ia the first day of his government. His 

1 2 
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father, the late chief, has been dead some time, but 
from motives of delicacy lie refused to take upon 
himself his authority till tliis morning. In honour 
of the event a large company of women have been 
dancing, rejoicing, and making merry all the even¬ 
ing outside our hut. It is somewhat strange that 
the chi^f or governor of almost every town through 
which we have passed since leaving Baddgry, 
who was alive and well on my return to the coast 
three years ago, has been either slain in war, or 
has died from natural causes. Scarcely one of 
them is now alive. 

Monday, April \9th .—An easy, pleasant ride 
of throe hours brought us to tlie first walled town 
we have seen, which is called Assindra. The 
wall is of clay, and so diminutive, that a person 
might easily jump over it; a dry ditch, about 
eighteen inches deep, and three or four feet in 
width, also surrounds the (own. th'er this a 
single plank is thrown, which answers the pur¬ 
pose of a draw-bridge, and is the only means tlie 
inhabitants have of gettingin and out of the place. 
Assindra too has lately lost its chief in some battle, 
and all business is transacted by a benevolent, 
elderly man, who has volunteered his services till 
a successor shall be appointed. From him we 
have received the warmest reception and the most 
hospitable treatment. The climate has already 
had a debilitating effect upon my brother, and 
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from a state of robust health and vigour, he is 
reduced to so great a degree of lassitude and 
weakness that he can sciircely stand a minute at a 
time. Every former pleasure seems to have lost 
its charm. He was attacked with fever this after¬ 
noon, and his condition would have been hopeless 
indeed, had I not been near to relieve him. He 
complained'of excessive thirst. I gave him ten 
grains of calomel, and afterwards a strong dose 
of salts. Rain, thunder, and lightning during the 
night. 

Tuesday, April 20th .—My brother was much 
better, and free from fever this morning, but too 
weak to travel, and we shall therefore remain at 
Assinhra till to-morrow. The acting governor 
visited us to-day with a long face, and intreated 
us earnestly to discover a certain wizard, whom 
he imagined to be concealed somewhere in the 
town. By this sorcerer’s influence numbers of 
people, it is said, pine away and die ; and women 
with child are more especially the objects of his 
malevolence. These victims drop suddenly, without 
the slightest warning; and the deaths have lately 
been so numerous, that the old man himself is 
grievously alarmed, and begs a charm to preserve 
him and his family. 

Friday, April 23rd .—My brother finding him¬ 
self considerably invigorated and refreshed by a 
day’s rest at Assinara, and sufficiently recovered 
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to pursue our journey, I had all hands in readi¬ 
ness to start at an early hour. The morning was 
cool and pleasant, and we travelled onwards in 
excellent spirits. Without meeting anything par¬ 
ticular in the path, or perceiving any object suffi¬ 
ciently novel or striking to demand attention, we 
entered the town of Acr^odoo in the forenoon, 
having had an agreeable ride of a few hours’ du¬ 
ration only. At this time ray brother seemed to 
be free from any kind of complaint whatever, and 
enjoyed an unusual cheerfulness and buoyancy of 
epirits, which led me to form the most flattering 
anticipations. In the course of a few minutes, 
however, his body was overspread with a burning 
heat, and he sufl'ered under another attack of fever, 
more violent than any of tlic former. I resorted 
to the most powerful remedies I could think of at 
the time, I bled him and applied a strong blister 
to tlie region of the stomach, where the disorder 
seemed to be seated. It was sw'ollen and op¬ 
pressed with pain, and he felt as if some huge sub¬ 
stance lay upi^. his chest. His mouth being dry 
and clogged, thd his thirst burning and unquench^ 
able, he drank so much water, tliat his body 
was greatly swollen. In the evening his ideas 
were confused, and he became delirious. He 
afterwards described to me the horrible phantoms 
that-disturbed him whilst in this state; and the 
ddil^us emotion that ran through his whole 
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fi-aine when the dreadful visions had passed awa^r 
Tears gushed from his eyes; a profuse perspirar' 
tion, which had been so long checked, gave him 
immediate relief, and he has since continued to 
improve. 

Whilst my brother was so ill, the natives made 
a most hideous noise by singing and drumming in 
the celebration of their fetish. I went out in tl^ 
hope of inducing them to be quiet, but they only 
laughed at him, and annoyed us the more; for 
tlicy have no compassion for the sufferings of a 
white man, and if they can mortify him by any 
means, they consider it a praiseworthy deed. 
Yesterday was one of the hottest days we have 
yet felt, the tlierntpineter at noon being 99° of 
Fahrenheit. 

Saturday, AprU 2^th .—A hammock was pre¬ 
pared for my brother before day-break, this morn¬ 
ing, because be was too weak to ride on Horse¬ 
back ; and shortly afterw'ards we quitted the town of 
Accodoo in much better spirits than circumstances 

had led us to hone for. The hammock-men found 
* ' 

their burden rather troublesome ; nevertheless, we 
travelled at a pretty quick pace, and between 
eight and nine o’clock baited at a pleasant and 
comfortable village called Etudy. The cbief Uest 
us a fowl and four hundred cowries; but we 
stopped only to take a slight refreshment on' horse* 
back and pay our respects. We then proceeded 
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througli large plantations of cotton, indigo, In¬ 
dian corn, and yams, and over stony fields, till 
between ten and eleven, when we entered the 
town of Chouchou. We were almost immediately 
introduced to the chief, and from him into a 
ruinous hut, in a more filthy state than can be 
imagihed. No pig-stye was ever half so bad. 
Its late occupier had incurred the displeasure and 
hatred of his chief, because he happened to be 
very rich, and rather than pay a heavy fine, he 
ran away and has joined his former enemies ; and 
this may partly account for the destitution and 
wretchedness around us. 

Since leaving Jenna, we have met an in¬ 
credible number of persons vi^ted with the loss of 
one eye. They assign no other reason for their 
misfortune than the heat and glare of the sun's 
rays. 

Sunday, April 2bth .—It rained heavily during 
the whole of last night; but our hut, although of 
the very worst description, had a pretty good 
thatched roof,,^d sheltered us much better than we 
had expected. **rhere are periods and seasons in 
our lifetime in which we feel a happy complacency 
of tetnper and an inward satisfaction, cheerfulness, 
and joy, for which we cannot very well account, but 
which constrain us to be at peace with ourselves 
and our neighbours, and in love with all the works 
of God. In this truly enviable frame of mind I 
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awoke this mominfr to proceed onwards on horse¬ 
back ; it was a morning which was fairly en¬ 
titled to the epitliet of ‘ incense-breathingfor 
the variety of sweet-smelling perfume which ex¬ 
haled, after the rain, from forest flowers, and 
flowering shrubs, was delicious and almost over¬ 
powering. The scenery of to-day has been more 
interesting and lovely than any we have hereto¬ 
fore beheld. The path circled round a magnifi¬ 
cent cultivated valley, hemmed in almost on every 
side with mountains of granite of the most gro¬ 
tesque and irregular shapes, the summits of which 
are covered with stunted trees, and the hollows in 
their slopes occirpied by clusters of huts, whose 
inmates have fled thither as a place of security 
against the ravages of the war-men tliat infest the 
plains. A number of strange birds resort to this 
valley, many of whose notes were rich, full, and 
melodious, while others were harsh and disagree¬ 
able ; but, generally speaking, the plumage was 
various, splendid, and beautiful. The modest 
partridge appeared in company j^itb the mag¬ 
nificent Balearic^ crane, with h^'regal crest; 
and delicate humming birds bopped from twig to 
twig with otliers of an unknown species ; some of 
them were of a dark, shining green; some had red 
silky wings and purple bodies ; some were varie¬ 
gated with stripes of crimson and gold ; and these 
chirped and warbled from among the thick foliage ef 
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the trees. It is the contemplation of such beautiful 
objects as these, all so playful and so happy—or 
the more sublime ones of dark waving forests, 
^{^ins of vast extent, or stujRsndous mountains, 
that gives the mind the most sensible emotions 
of delight and grandeur, leading it insensibly 
‘ To look from nature up to nature’s God.’ 

For myself I am passionately fond "of them, and 
have regretted a thousand times over that my 
ignorance incapacitates me from giving a proper 
representation of them, or describing the simplest 
flower that adorns the plains, or the smallest insect 
that sparkles in the air. This consideration gives 
me at times many unhaj»py reflections, although 
my defective education arose from circumstances 
over which my boyhood had no control. 

. Having passed through the immense valley 
before-mentioned, we had not travelled far before 
we arrived and halted at a large village, called Pu- 
dibu; here we rested awhile, and then continu¬ 
ing our journey for two hours, over even ground 
between hig^^hills, we rode into the town of 
Owendekki^ M which we purpose passing the 
night. The chief is either very poor or else very 
Ui-natured, for the only thing he sent us was a little 
bcMled yam, with a mess of unpalatable gravy, 
which he would not have given, if he did not 
expect ten times its value in return. Divine service 
was performed in the course of the day, as usuad. 
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and this is a duty which to persona in our situa¬ 
tion is inconceivably pleasant. It renders us 
happy and resigned in the midst of our afflictions, 
refreshing our confidence in the all-protecting arm 
of that beneficent Being who is the author and dis¬ 
poser of our destinies, and in whom alone, thus 
widely separated from home and kindred and civi¬ 
lization, the wanderer can place his trust. 

Monday^ April 26^4.—A thick mist obscured 
the horizon this morning, and hid in deep shade 
the mountains and hills; every object indeed was 
invisible, except the pathway, and tlie trees, &c., 
growing on each side, which we could barely dis¬ 
tinguish as we passed along. It continued hazy 
for two hours after leaving Gwendekki, when 
thd'"lnist dispersed, and the atmos})here became 
clear. Preparatory to ascending a steep granite 
hill, we halted to refresh our horses under the 
branches of a high spreading tree, near a town 
called Er6. Here we were visited by several of 
the inhabitants, who, as soon as they were in¬ 
formed of our arrival, came fiock|q^ to the spot. 
They formed themselves into a lirib to pay their 
respects, and entreated us to wait a little for the 
coming of their chief, who was momentarily ex¬ 
pected. But, after staying as long as we conve¬ 
niently could, and no chief appearing, we mounted 
our beasts and began the toilsome ascent. On 
attaining the summit of the hill, the coirp ^teil 
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was magnificent indeed, and the fog having been 
dispersed by the sun, the eye was enabled to range 
round an extensive horizon, bounded by hills and 
mountains of wonderful shapes. Some of them 
bear a very striking resemblance to the Table 
Mountain, at the Cape of Good Hope, and an¬ 
other is not unlike the ‘ Lion’s Head and Rump’ 
of the. same place. Our course was north east, 
and those two mountains bore due west of us. 
There was no continued range of hills, but num¬ 
bers of single unconnected ones, with extensive 
valleys between them. In some places several 
were piled behind each other; and those most 
distant from us appeared like dark, indistinct 
clouds. Nothing could surpass the singularity, 
perhaps I may say the sublimity, of the whole 
view from the top of the granite hill which 
we had ascended; and we contcm})lated it in 
silence for a few seconds with emotions of asto¬ 
nishment and rapture. 

Descending the hill, we continued our journey 
over a noble plain, watered with springs and rivu¬ 
lets ; and in the afternoon entered Dnfo, which is 
a most extensive and populous town. The inha¬ 
bitants appear to be industrious and very opulent, 
as far as regards the number and variety of their 
domestic animals, having abundance of sheep, 
goats, swine, pigeons, and poultry; amongst the 
latter of which we observed, for the first time, tur- 



Chap. III.] 


DtIPO. 


125 


keys and Guinea fowl. They have likewise horses 
and bullogks. The chief did not make his appear¬ 
ance for a long while; but as soon as he had intro¬ 
duced himself, he desired us to follow him into a 
cleanly-swept square, a house in which he desired 
us to occupy. Presently after his departure, he 
sent us a quantity of yams, a basket of ripe bana¬ 
nas, and a calabash of eggs, which we soon dis¬ 
covered to be good for nothing, although sand had 
been mixed with them, that they might feel heavier 
than they really were. 

Tueaday, April 21ih .—My brother is now, 
thank God, jjerfectly recovered from his late attack 
of fever, and feels himself getting stronger every 
day. Late last night four Burgoo traders paid 
us a visit at our house ; they informed us of their 
having crossed the Niger at *lnguazhilligee not 
more than fourteen days ago; and that although 
the rains had commenced, the river had as yet 
received no great addition to its waters. 

We were on horseback early this morning, and 
at six o’clock, preceded by the carriers of our lug¬ 
gage, we rode out of the town of Dufo. The coun¬ 
try seemed inferior indeed as to the boldness and 
beauty of its scenery to tliat traversed yesterday ; 
but still it possesses features of no common interest. 
Another ‘ Table Mountain’ was observed to the 

• The sh is pvonounceil like the letter z in the word 
azure. The last g hard, like g in geeso. 
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left of our path in the course of the morning, 
and another * Lion’s Head and Rump.’ Pon¬ 
derous masses of granite rock overhang the road¬ 
way ; these were almost black, and seem to have 
been washed by the rains of thousands of years; 
in rpany of them were deep and gloomy caverns, 
which, were they in Cornwall instead of Africa, 
would; I am sure, be pointed out as the scenes 
of dark and bloody stories of the elder time. Hun¬ 
dreds of the natives followed us a long while, and 
annoyed us so much by their noises and curiosity, 
that we were compelled to resort to violent mea¬ 
sures to drive them away ; but this is a line of 
conduct which we rarely adopt towards them, and 
never without extreme reluctance. We at length 
frightened them away, and we saw them no more. 
About eight miles from Dufo, we arrived at a large 
straggling village, called Elekba, where we halted a 
little, as the path had been so stony, rugged, and 
irregular, that a few minutes’ rest was absolutely 
necessary to recruit ourselves. From this }>lacc the 
road became excellent, not at all inferior to a drive 
round a gentleman's park in England; and con¬ 
tinued to be good till wo came in sight of a capa¬ 
cious walled town called Chuadoo, which we entered 
about mid-day. Outside the walls is a little FalMah 
>^age, the huts of which are constructed in the 
circular or coozie form. Its inhabitants employ 
ihemselves solely in the breeding of cattle—an 
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occupation to which they are passionately ad¬ 
dicted. They are simple in their manners, and ex¬ 
tremely neat in their dress and appearance. 

Not long after our* arrival, three or four young 
Fal&tah shepherdesses from the village came to our 
hut to pay their respects. We felt much pleased 
with their society, for they were extremely well- 
behaved and intelligent; but they remained witfi 
us a very little time, their customary avoca¬ 
tion not permitting a longer stay. The hair of 
these females was braided in a style peculiarly 
tasteful and becoming; and the contour of their 
oval faces was very far from disagreeable. Their 
manners also were innocent and playful; the ima(- 
ginary shepherdesses of Fenton are not more 
modest, artless, and engaging in description, than 
tlicsc in reality ; and they left behind them an im¬ 
pression very favourable both as regards their 
morals, naivete, and rustic simplicity. 

On the road from Dufo, my brother unthink¬ 
ingly fired at and shot a crane, which fell in an 
adjoining field. The report of his gun brought 
out a number of natives from the ‘ bush,’ who, 
being in continual dread of an attack from the 
* war-men of the path,’ imagined it to be a signal 
of one of these marauders. They were all armed, 
like their countrymen, with bows and arrows; and 
with a threatening aspect, would have lodged a 
feW shafts in the person of my brother, if it had. 
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not been for the timely interference of one of our 
Jenna messengers tliat fortunately happened to 
be with him at the time, and who gave an imme¬ 
diate and satisfactory explanation. 'J’he head of 
tlie party tlien sought for and picked up the bird; 
but my brother took it from him, after he liad 
rewarded him liberally for his trouble. The man, 
however, was neither satisfied nor' pleased, but 
roughly demanded the bird as his own, because it 
had fallen on his land. As there are no game 
laws here, my brother would not admit his claim, 
and was going away, when the fellow begged with 
much importunity that the head and legs of the 
animal at least might be given him, to make a 
fetish of. This was likewise objected to, at which 
he was out of all patience, and went off foaming 
with passion. In tlie evening, the. crane was 
dressed for supper, and a similar re<jucst was made 
by a eunuch from Katunga, who being a good- 
natured fellow, wc readily eomyilied witli his wish. 
The chief of Chaadoo, however, presently sent a 
messenger to request the said j)recious head and 
legs ; and to him they were finally committed by 
the disappointed eunuch, who could hardly forbear 
weeping on the occasion : these relics are ex¬ 
tremely valuable as a charm. 

The chief sent us a goat, a quantity of bananas, 
a dish of pounded, or rather mashed yam with 
gravy, and a large basket of caffds. These are a 
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■kind of pudding, made into little round balls, from 
bruised Indian corn, which is first boiled to the 
consistence of thick paste. From being made 
entirely of coarse flour and water, they have an 
insipid taste when new, but when kept for a day or 
two, they become sour, and in this state are eaten 
by the natives. There are several deep wells in 
the town, but most of them are dried up, so that 
water is exceedingly scarce, and it is sold in the 
market-place to the inhabitants.—We are daily 
accosted on the road with such salutations as 
these;—‘ I hope you go well on the path ‘ Suc¬ 
cess to the king’s work ‘ God bless you, white 
men ‘ A blessing on your return,' &c. 

Wednesday, April 2Sth .—^We have remained 
at Chaadoo, to-day, to give the carriers with the 
luggage time to come up with us, because they 
have been unavoidably detained by the roughness 
and unevenness of the road from Dufo to Elekba. 
The Katunga eunuch we alluded to yesterday, 
was recently sent by the king of that place, to 
receive the customary tribute of the governors of 
the various towns on the road between Katunga 
and Jenna. This man is treated with much 
respect both by the governor of Chaadoo and his 
people, who prostrate themselves to the eunuch 
before addressing him. 

Being in want of money we sent needles this 
morning to the market to sell. It is a custom in 

voi.. I, K 



130 


LKAVK CHAADOO. 


[Chap. III. 


Yanriba, that after a buyer has agreed to pay a cer¬ 
tain sum for an article, he retracts his expressions* 
and affirms that he only promised to give about 
half the sum demanded. This has occasioned vio¬ 
lent altercations between our people and the na¬ 
tives ; but it is an established custom, from which 
there is no appeal. The governor’s mother was 
buried'this afternoon at a neighbodring village, 
and the funeral was attended by all his wives or 
women, as mourners. They were dressed in their 
holiday attire ; and looked tolerably smart. The 
mourners exhibited no signs of grief whatever; 
on the contrary, they were as lively as a wedding 
party. Attended by a drummer, they passed 
through our yard four hours ago, on their return 
to the governor’s house, which is only a few steps 
from ours, and there they have been singing and 
dancing to the noise of the drum ever since. 

The inhabitants of the town have immense 
quantities of sheep, goals, pigs, and poultry, but 
bullocks are in the possession of Frl^tahs alone. 
We do not believe the natives have a single animal 
of this description. Like many other places, the 
market is not held here till the heat and toil of 
the day are over; and buyers seldom resort to it 
till eight o’clock in the evening. 

Thursday, Jpril 29/A.—It commenced raining 
this rooming at a very early hour, and continued 
vdth uncommon violence, till between ten and 
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eleven o’clock, when it suddenly ceased, and we 
quitted Chaadoo. Before this, however, the cre¬ 
dulous governor, who in common with his people 
imagines that white men influence the elements, 
paid us a visit, with a calabash of honey as a pre¬ 
sent, to thank us, he said, for the rain that had 
fallen, of which the country is greatly in want, 
and invoked blessings on us. Tlie kindness of 
this good old man is remarkable. He never 
seemed weary of obliging us, regretted his ina¬ 
bility to do more, and solicited us very press- 
ingly to remain witli him another day. 

We traversed a mountainous country, intersected 
with streams ofexcellent water; and at noon entered 
a small but pleasant and picturesque village, which 
is ornamented with noble, shady trees. Here we 
waited a very short time, but continuing our route, 
arrived towards evening at a capacious walled 
town called Row, wherein we shall pass the night. 
In many places the wall, if it be deserving the 
name, is ro more than twelve or fourteen inches 
from the ground, and the moat is of similar 
dimensions. The yard to which we were con¬ 
ducted shortly after our arrival, is within three or 
four others ; and so intricate are the passages lead¬ 
ing to it, that after a stranger gets in, he would be 
sadly puzzled to find his way out again without a 
guide. Nevertheless this was no security against 
interruption, for the yard was speedily invaded by 
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five or six hundred individuals, who had been 
induced to visit us from curiosity. As usual, 
they annoyed us for a long time to the best of 
their ability, till they completely wearied us out 
by their importunity and forwardness. We then 
hung sheets round the door-way of our dwelling, 
and laid down on our mats ; and then . only they 
began tb disperse, and left us at our ease. 

The governor of the town is a morose, surly, and 
ill-natured man. He sent us only a few bananas 
this evening, and a calabash of eggs, which were all 
stale and unfit to be eaten, so that our people were 
obliged to go supperless to bed. He ascribed the 
badness of his fare to extreme poverty; yet his 
vanity exacted from our Jenna messengers the 
most abject method of salutation we are acquainted 
with. These men walked backwards from him 
several yards, to throw dirt on their heads, and 
with the dust and filth still clinging to their hair, 
they were compelled to address the chief with their 
faces to the ground. Our apartment unfortunately 
communicates with his, and the restless tongues 
of liis numerous wives prevented either my brother 
or self from closing our eyes long after sunset. 
In the centre of our yard grows a tree, round 
which several staves are driven into the ground. 
This tree is a fetish-tree, and these staves also 
fetish, and therefore we received a strong injunc¬ 
tion not to tie our horses to either of them. 
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Calabashes, common articles of earthenware, and 
even feathers, egg-shells, and the bones of ani¬ 
mals—indeetl, any kind of inanimate substance, is 
made fetish by the credulous, stupid natives; 
and like the horse-shoe which is still nailed to the 
doors of the more superstitious of the peasantry in 
England, these fetishes are supposed to preserve 
them from ghosts and evil-spirits. It is sacrilege 
to touch them, and to ridicule them would be dan¬ 
gerous. 

Friday, Aprils SOth .—It was between seven 
and eight o’clock before carriers could be pro¬ 
cured this morning, arid everything got in readi¬ 
ness for our departure; the sun was excessively 
hot, and the sky brilliantly clear. We crossed 
two or three rivulets of cool, delicious water, as 
we had done yesterday; and then jjassed through 
an insignificant village, whose chief sent us a cala¬ 
bash of bruised com, mixed with water, to drink. 
At noon, w'e arrived at the foot of a very elevated 
hill, and perceived a? town perched on its summit, 
and knew it to bo the same to which we had been 
directed. We dismounted, and after a laborious 
ascent, which occupied us three-quarters of an 
hour, at length reached the top. Stones and 
blocks of granite interrupted the path, so that it 
was a very difficult matter to force the horses along 
before us; they fell repeatedly but without mate¬ 
rially injuring themselves. 
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The name of the town is Ckekki. Our arrival 
■was rather unexpected, and, tlierefore, the gover¬ 
nor was not prepared to receive us ; and w'e sat 
down under a tree, till we were tired of waiting. 
At length a man came to conduct us to his resi¬ 
dence, which was but a littie way from our tree, 
when a tumultuous rush was made by the inhabi¬ 
tants to precede us into the yard ; and notwith¬ 
standing the presence of their chief, they sur¬ 
rounded our party so closely as to prevent a par¬ 
ticle of fresh air from reaching us. Tiie governor 
received us with bluntness, but not, unkindly, 
though without much demonstration of good-will. 
While in his yard he regaled us with water, and 
afterwards sent a large calabash of foorah sweet¬ 
ened with honey to our lodgings, which did not 
taste unlike thick gruel, or burgoo, as it is termed 
in Scotland. Jt is made of a com calleil goorah, 
is very palatable, and is in general use with the 
natives of these parts. A quantity of bananas 
from the chief coon follow^ the foorah, and 
something more substantial than either has been 
promised us. 

We have observed that it is a general practice 
here, as well as in every other town through 
which we have passed, for children until the age 
of seven years to go naked, with perhaps a string 
of cowries tied round the loins, and clumsy brace¬ 
lets. jei&tHT of brass or tin, inclosing the wrist. 
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Grown-up people, however, dress somewhat 
neatly, if not gracefully ; the men wear a cap, 
tobe, and trowsers, mostly blue, and the women 
wear a large loose cotton cloth, which is thrown 
over the left shoulder, and comes down mantling 
below the knee : tbfcfight arm and feet alone are 
bare. 

People of both sexes, hereabouts, are infinitely 
more grave and serious in their manners than 
those nearer the coast, and 

‘ The loud that speaks tlie vacant mind,’ 

W'e have i|pt heard these many days. 

Saturday, May l-vf.—In the cool of the 
morning we quitted Chekki, and rode on plea¬ 
santly, till at the end of four hours we arrived at 
Coosoo, a large and important town. A Falatali 
hamlet stands near it, whose inhabitants subsist 
by following pastoral occiq»ations alone. They 
arc much esteemed by the Varribcans, w’ho be¬ 
have to them without suspicion or reserve. 

A man stole a ^avord from our people a few 
minutes after ou/ arrival ; he was pursued to the 
chief, and asserted that he had found it, as he laid 
the weapon at his feet. The sword has been re¬ 
stored to us by the governor, but without the 
slightest allusion being made to tire means by 
which he had obtained it, 

A company or gafflie of merclumts from Hano 
are at present in the town, who have come thus 
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far on their way to Cironja, which is the Selga of 
Cape Coast Castle and Accra. Their merchan¬ 
dise consists chiefly of elephants’ teeth, trona, 
rock salt, and country cloths. Tliis, we are told, 
is a new route, the road formerly taken being con- 
sid.ertrd unsafe, on account^^ private broils and 
disturbances among the nati^s. The gqfflie con¬ 
sists of- more than four hundred men,' but a com¬ 
pany of merchants that passed through this town 
ten days ago amounted to twice that number. 
Other merchants are also here, and will leave the 
town to-morrow on their way to Yaoorif;, whither 
they are destined. 

The palm-tree becomes scarce, in proportion 
as we advance into the country, and consequently 
the oil is obtained hereabouts only in very small 
quantities. But Nature, ever bountiful, supplies 
its place with the mi-cadania, or butter tree, wliich 
yields abundance of a kind of vegetable marrow, 
pleasant to the taste, and highly esteemed by the 
natives. It is used for lights and other domestic 
purposes. The tree from w'hich it is obtained is 
not much unlike our oak in appearance, and the 
nut it produces is enveloped in an agreeable pulpy 
substance. Tl^ kernel of this nut is about the size 
of our chestnut. It is exposed in the sun to dry, 
after which it is pounded very fine and boiled in 
water : the oily particles it contains soon float on 
the surface; when cool, they are skimmed-off, and 
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tlien made into little cakes for use, without any 
further preparation. 

Two individuals appeared before the chief to¬ 
day in consequence of an accusation of theft that 
had been made against them. The method adopted 
of proving the guilt^r innocence of the parties 
was by compelling them to swallow the ‘ fetish- 
water.’ 

In the evening we received a fat goat, a basket 
of caffas^ a calabash of bananas, a vast quantity of 
yams, and a bowl of milk, from the governor. 
He is a sol^r, kind, and benevolent old man, and 
generally beloved by his people. To us he is par¬ 
ticularly attentive and obliging. He has informed 
us that the common path to Katun ga is unsafe, in 
consequence of a serious quarrel between the inha¬ 
bitants of Coosoo and those of a neighbouring 
town. ‘ Therefore,’ said he, ‘ I entreat you to 
remain here with me to-morrow, in order that I 
may make arrangements to send you by a different 
road.’ This intelligence was not very agreeable 
to us, but wo are convinced of its importance, and 
shall therefore thankfully accept the chiers offer. 

The market, which is held this evening in the 
town, has an imposing and brilliant ^appearance, 
from the immense number of lamps used by the 
tradespeople. 

Our visiters, who continued with us till late in 
the evening, were innumerable, and the noise of 
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the women’s tongues was as loud and disagreeable 
as ever. For some time nothing could quiet them; 
threats and entreaties were disregarded or laughed 
at, till at last we were compelled to resort to the 
childish expedient of spirting water in -their faces 
from ^ liixge syringe. O* seeing and feeling 
the effects of this fearful instrument, they became 
alarmed, and ran away. 

Sunday, May 2d .—^The weather last evening 
was serene and beautiful, but in the night we 
were visited by a tornado ; the lightning gleamed 
in long and vivid flashes; the thutider echoed 
among the mountains; and the rain fell in tor¬ 
rents. In the morning it had passed away, and 
the air was cool and agreeable. 

A fetish priest from a neighbouring town came 
to see us this morning, and was going to treat us 
with the usual harangue of his profession, but we 
managed to put a stop to it by bribing him with a 
few needles. We observed nothing remarkable in 
the fellow’s ornaments or dress, but his person 
presented a strange and singular appearance. The 
colour of his skin was like that of whitish brown’ 
jMm>er j his eye-lashes and eye-brows were of a 
snvery whiteness, and his eyes of a bright blue; 
notwithstanding which, the negro features were 
strongly and distinctly marked on his counte¬ 
nance. The man’s parents were both natives, and 
c'uite black, and we could not ascertain the reason 
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of this extraordinary deviation from the common 
laws of Nature. 

We have received an abundance of kindness 
from the good old chief of this place, and his 
endeavours to make us comfortable have been 
imitated by many of d;he more respectable inha¬ 
bitants. 

There are people here from Bxirgoo, Novffie^ 
Hctussa, and many of the interior countries, and 
the * Queen ’ of Nouffie, it is said, also resides in 
the town, but this seems to us to be rather ques¬ 
tionable. 

Monday, May 3d .—The path recommended 
by the friendly chief of Coosoo lies due east of this 
town, and w’e pursued our journey on it this morn¬ 
ing by smirise. Robbers were stated to be lurking 
about; we conceived it to be prudent, therefore, 
if not absolutely necessary, to take every precau¬ 
tion for the safety of the mission, and we loaded 
our own guns and pistols, and armed all our men 
with swords and muskets. Our Jenna messengers 
being unacquainted wdth the new route, the go¬ 
vernor of Coosoo had furnished us with two armed 
foot guides, whose weapons were bows and ar¬ 
rows, besides a horseman armed at all points, to 
bring up the rear of the party. With all these 
warlike prejiarations and equipments, a few harm¬ 
less women, who were terrified at our appearance, 
were the only individuals met with on the path 
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during a title of two hours, which brought us 
to a town called Acboro. And it was well indeed 
that its distance from Coosoo is so short, for being 
taken ill on the road, I should have been unable 
to have travelled further to-day. The town itself 
is very small; but its dilapidated walls, which in¬ 
close an immense extent of ground, would lead 
one to ' suppose that it was formerly of much 
greater magnitude. Within the walls are three 
granite hills, two on one side, and the other on the 
opposite side of the town. All their bases are of 
solid stone, but their summits consist of loose 
blocks, from the interstices of which trees and 
stunted vegetation shoot forth. Besides these 
hills immense masses of granite rock are seen 
piled upon each other in different parts. On 
the whole Acboro is one of the wildest and most 
venerable-looking places that the human mind 
can conceive, the habitations of the people alone 
lessening that romantic and pleasing effect which 
a first sight of it produces. 

The hu'T with wiiich we have been accommo¬ 
dated is nbtrthe pleasantest nor most comfortable 
residenc^ti^the world ; but then we are persuaded 
that n<s|lfetter can be procured in the town, so we 
are quite content with it 

Shortly after our arrival, the governor sent us 
a sucking-pig, and «ome other presents, and ap¬ 
peared highly pleased that circumstances had 
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thrown us in his way. ‘ White men do nothing 
* but good,’ said he, ‘ and I will pray that God 
‘ may bless you, and send more of your country- 
‘ men to Yarriba.’ Instead of the people running 
and scrambling to see us, as hitherto, the good- 
natured ruler of this place has excluded the mass 
of them from visiting our yard, and came very 
civilly to ask dur permission for a few of his friends 
to look at us. 1 was too weak and indisposed to 
gratify their curiosity by rising from my couch; 
so my brother went out to exhibit his person, 
and suffered liimself to be examined rather mi¬ 
nutely. They separated, I believe, tolerably well 
pleased with each other. Last night a large 
carving-knife and a shot-belt were stolen from 
us at Coosoo whilst we slept; but as it is not 
very probable that an inhabitant would be so rash 
as to brave our guns and walk over our bodies, 
which the thief was obliged to do, we attach 
suspicion only to one of our own men. 

Tuesday, May \ih .—Yesterday three men, 
inhabitants of Acboro, were captured by a gang 
of restless, marauding scoundrels, who are denomi¬ 
nated here, as elsewhere, ‘ war-men of the path,’ 
but who are, in reality, nothing more nor less tlian 
liighway-robbers. They subsist solely by pillage 
and rapine, and way-laying their countrymen. 
The late governor of Acboro was deposed and 
driven from the town by his own people, for Ins 
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indiilOTence to their interests, and the wanton 
cruelty with which he treated them and their 
children. At different times he aeized several in¬ 
dividuals of both sexes, and sold tliem as slaves, 
without assigning any cause for the act. This 
drew on him the vengeance of the friends. and 
rela^ves of tlie sufferers, who prevailed on their 
tawn’s-peopie to arise with them ahd punish the 
aggressor. The latter soon found that his party 
was too weak to withstand the attacks of the 
exasperated populace, and he fled to a remote 
village, where he now resides ; and the inhabitants 
of Acboro immediately elected a more humane 
and benevolent governor in his stead. 

We rose this morning, as usual, at an early 
hour, aud finding myself sufficiently recovered to 
ride on horseback, we bade farewell to the go¬ 
vernor of Acboro, and quitted the town by sun¬ 
rise, taking care to use the same precautions 
against robbers as yesterday. In an hour and 
three-quarters, we entered an open and delightful 
village, called Lasipa. An assemblage of Falatah 
huts stood near it, by which their beautiful cattle 
were gazing. We stopped a short time to admire 
thenWlMany of the bullocks were as white as 
8n^j> others were spotted like a leopard’s skin, 
aniiethers again were dotted with red and black 
a white ground. A Falktah girl presented us 
with a bowl of new milk, which was very agree- 
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able and refreshings and after drinking it, we Imde 
adieu to the Falhtahs and their cattle for ever. 

We had not travelled a great way from Lazipa 
before we had to cross a large morass, on the 
bonlers of which a very large and handsome species 
of water-lily flourishes in great perfection. We 
crossed this morass without diflScuIty or trouble, 
and with the same facility, also, two small streams, 
which intersected the road. At nine A.M., we ar¬ 
rived at Cootoo, which, like Lazipa, is an open 
village, but the former is by far the most exten¬ 
sive of the two. A person who may have travelled 
from Penzance in Cornwall, to the Land’s End, 
and observed the nature of the soil, and the blocks 
of granite which are scattered over its surface, will 
have a very good idea of the country between 
Acboro and Cootoo, only that here it is much 
more woody. 

After leaving Cootoo, however, the aspect of 
the surrounding scenery speedily changed, and 
became infinitely more jdeasing. The soil was 
more rich and deeper; patches of verdure and 
cultivated land were more frequent, the latter being 
neatly fenced;—fine handsome trees, with their 
spreading branches and thick foliage, embellished 
the country in every direction, and extended to the 
eastern liorizon. One would be inclined to sup¬ 
pose that these trees had been carefully planted 
by the hand of man, for they grew at equal 
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distances from each other» and none seemed^ to 
interfere with the order, beauty, and regularity 
of its neighbour. The soil between them was 
covered with a soft green turf, which rendered 
the whole view remarkably pleasant. It was over 
this ^delightfiil landscape that we travelled—the 
morning vpas cooled by a refreshing south-east 
wind, and we were both on good terms with our¬ 
selves, and gratified by everything around us. At 
length we came in sight of numerous herds of 
fine cattle, attended by little boys, and shortly 
after we arrived at a clean and neat Falatah vil¬ 
lage, whose inhabitants were employed in feeding 
calves, and other occupations connected with an 
African farm. We then crossed a small stream, 
and entered a town of ptodigious extent, called 
BShoo, which is fortified with a triple wall and 
moats. Without being exposed to the customary 
tiresome formalities, we were immediately con¬ 
ducted to the residence of the governor. The 
usual conversation passed between us, and after 
vm had returned to our hut, a bullock was sent 
us, with yams, bananas, and a huge calabash of 
new mUk, which did not contain less than six 
gallons; and our people sat down to enjoy them¬ 
selves in perfect good humour. 

In the afternoon a message was delivered to us, 
signifying that the governor’s ‘ head minister’ 
would be very glad to see us, and would thank us 
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to visit him in the course of the day. But having 
experienced a relapse, my sufferings were such as 
to prevent my leaving the hut, and my brother was 
therefore obliged to go alone. He afterwards 
informed me that a pleasant walk of rather more 
than two miles conducted liim to the habitation of 
the minister, by whom he was very kindly re¬ 
ceived. The compliments of the day only were 
exchanged between them; and the numerous 
wives and large family of the master of the house, 
who are on these occasions generally exliibited 
to a stranger, having amply gratified their curiosity 
by an examination of his person, the interview 
terminated; and he presently returned to our 
abode, after promising to visit the minister again 
to-morrow. BShoo hes north-east of Acboro, 
and is built on the slope of a very gentle and fer¬ 
tile hill, at whose base flows a stream of milk- 
white water; and behind which, on a rising ground, 
is the Falatah hamlet already mentioned. Its im¬ 
mense triple wall is little short of twenty miles in 
circuit; but besides huts and gardens, it incloses 
a vast number of acres of excellent meadow land, 
on which bullocks, sheep, and goats indiscrimi¬ 
nately feed. By the hasty view obtained of it, 
the town is not much unlike Kano; but there is 
no large swamp like that which intersects the latter 
city. Bdhoo was formerly the metropolis • of 
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Yarjriba; but about half a century ago, the 
reigning prince preferring the plain at Katunga, 
the seat of government was transferred there, 
«nce wldch time Bdhoo lias materially de¬ 
clined in wealth, population, and consequence, 
although it is still considered a place of great im¬ 
portance, and the second town in tlie kingdom. 
It is bounded on all sides by hills of gradual 
ascent, which are prettily w'ooded, and commands 
an extensive horizon. The land in the vicinity of 
the town presents a most inviting appearance, by no 
means inferior to any part of England in the most 
favourable season of the year. It seems to be duly 
appreciated by tlie Falktahs, so great a number 
of whom reside with their flocks in different parts, 
that the minister candidly declared he could not 
inform us of their amount. These foreigners sell 
their milk, butter and cheese in the market at a 
reasonable rate. The latter is made into little 
cakes of about an inch square, and when fried in 
butter is very palatable. It is of the consistence 
and appearance of the white of an egg, boiled 
hard. 

I have been very ill all the evening with fever, 
accompanied by excruciating pains in the bowels, 
but my spirits are cheerful, and I hope soon to re- 
■eovef. AV^e are thankful that we have not been 
both thus afflicted at the same time. As soon as 
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one of us lias in a measure regained his strength, 
his assistance has been required to minister to tlte 
wants of the other. 

Wednesday^ May 5<A.—Agreeably to the 
promise my brother made yesterday, he left me 
to the care of Paskoe and his wife this morning, 
and hastened to pay his respects to the chiefs 
head man or minister, as he is called. It appears 
that this man has been placed in his present situa¬ 
tion by the king of Katunga, as a kind of spy on 
the actions of the governor, who can do nothing 
of a public nature without, in the first place, con¬ 
sulting him and obtaining his consent to the mea¬ 
sure. Yet he conducts himself so well in his dis¬ 
agreeable ollice, that he has won the good will 
not only of the governor of the town, but also of 
its inhabitants. A kind of rivalry exists between 
the minister and his master; but then it is a ri¬ 
valry in good and not in bad actions. Hearing 
tliat the governor had given us a bullock, and 
something besides, he presented my brother with 
a similar one, and a large calabash of pitto (coun¬ 
try beer), which he distributed among those who 
had accompanied hiifi. A bottle of honey com¬ 
pleted the list of i>resents, and they were forthwith 
forwarded to our liabitation, but my brother 
remained a considerable time afterwards with 
the chief. He was filled with amazement at 
the fonnation and ticking of my brother’s watch, 
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which he gazed on and listened to with transport; 
his spurs also excited Ins eager curiosity, and he 
examined them with the minutest attention. He 
hoped, he said, that God would bless us both, and 
that we had his best wishes for our safety. He 
remafked further, that white men worshipped the 
Great God. alone,—and so did black men also; 
and that every blessing of life was d'erived from 
that source. 

On my brother’s return I was very ill; I had 
been so faint and sick during his absence, that 
my recovery seemed doubtful, but a few hours 
afterwards I became better. ' In the afternoon I 
sent to the governor and his minister, who had 
behaved so handsomely to us, three yards of fine 
red cloth, a common looking-glass, tobacco-pipe, 
a pair of scissors, snuff-box, and a large clasp- 
knife. The tobacco-pipc was much admired, but 
the red cloth was most valued; with the whole, 
however, they were both perfectly well pleased, 
and were extravagant in expressions of gratitude. 
One of the bullocks was slaughtered this morning, 
and about two-thirds of it distributed by the go¬ 
vernor and his chief man to the poor of the town; 
the remainder of the carcase was divided equally 
among our attendants, who are in no hurry to 
le^^ the place wliile their present unusually good 
fyxe is to be had. 

Last evening two female acquaintances, who 
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had been separated from each other for a short 
time only, met in the yard adjoining ours, wherein 
one of them constantly resides. The women burst 
into tears directly they saw each other, and cried 
loud enough to be heard distinctly by us during 
the whole of the night; nor did they cease giving 
vent to their feelings till some time after sunrise 
this morning. 

Thursday, May Gth .—I am now so far im¬ 
proved in health, that I hope by to-morrow to be 
able to travel on horseback. Perhaps of all evils 
that can afflict a sick person, noises of any kind 
are the greatest. In Africa, whether one is ill or 
well, it is exactly the same, nothing like peace or 
quiet is anywhere to be founds' Independent of 
the continual fluttering of pigeons, which roost 
close to our ears, the bleating of sheep and goats, 
and the barking of numerous half-starved dogs, 
we arc still more seriously annoyed by the inces¬ 
sant clatter of women’s tongues, which pursues us 
everywhere, and which I really believe nothing 
less than sickness or death on their part can effec¬ 
tually silence. The shrillness of their voices 
drowns the bleating of the sheep and the yellings 
of the canine race; and notwithstanding all my 
brother’s exertions, seconded by those of our 
people, their noise in this town has constantly dis¬ 
turbed me during my illness. A person in England 
might be inclined to think lightly of the matter; 
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but it is indeed a grievance which can ill be borne 
by an invalid languishing under a wasting disease, 
and who has equally as much need of rest and 
silence as of medicine. Besides these grievances, 
tlie shouts of the people outside the yard, and 
the perpetual squalling of children within it—the 
biKzing of .beetles and tlrones—the perpetual at¬ 
tacks of mosquitoes and innumerable flies, form 
a host of irritating evils, to which a sick person is 
exposed, and to which he is obliged patiently to 
submit, until, by a relief from his disorder, he is 
enabled to stand upon his legs and once more tal^ 
his own part. But even then noises assail his 
ears, and he docs not enjoy the happiness of per¬ 
fect silence unless he enters a grove or forest. 

We were visited this morning by a party of 
Faldtahs of both sexes. They difier but little 
either in colour or feature from the original natives 
of the soil. In dress and ornaments, however, 
there is a slight distinction between them. They 
display more taste in their apparel, and wear a 
greater number of ornaments round the neck and 
wrists: tliey pay greater attention also to their 
hah*, which the women i)lait with astonishing in- 
genu^ll^. Like that of the young woman we 
me^ftt Jenna, their heads exactly resemble a 
dsiP^n’s helmet. The hair is much longer, of 
course, tlian that of the negro, which enables the 
Falktahs to weave it on both sides of the head 
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into a kind of queue, which passing over each 
cheek, is tied under the chin. Another company 
of Falktahs came to. us in the evening, for they 
had never beheld a white man, and curiosity had 
led them to our habitation. They brought us a 
present of a little thick milk, which they begged 
us to accept, and then went away highly gratified 
with'the interview. The behaviour of the whole 
of them was extremely reserved and resjKictfuI; 
nothing in our persons excited their merriment; 
on the contrary, they seemed silently to admire 
our dress and complexion; and having looked 
well at us from a little distance, seemed grateful 
for the treat. The kindness and generosity of the 
governor of Bdhoo continues unabated ; instead 
of diminishing, it seems to strengthen; he literally 
inundates us with milk, and he is equally lavish 
with other things. It gives us unmixed pleasure 
to meet with so much native politeness and atten¬ 
tion from a quarter where we least expected it, 
and at a time also when it is most required. 

Friday, May 7<A.~—After w^e had retired to 
rest last night, a Falhtah w'oman came to our 
dwelling, bringing with her a quantity of eggs 
of the Guinea-hen, and a large bowl of milk fresh 
from the cow, as a return for a few needles we had 
given her in the afternoon. We relate this little 
circumstance simply to show the difference be¬ 
tween the Falhtahs and the' Yarribeans, in point of 
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gratitude for favours they may have received. 
The latter are very seldom thankhil, and never 
acknowledge gratitude as a virtue; the indiffe¬ 
rence, unconcern, and even contempt, which they 
often evince on receiving our presents, is a proof 
of this ;—and, with very few exceptions, we never 
observed a Yarribean to be sincerely thankful for 
anything. 

In the morning I was able to sit on horseback; 
and as we were setting off, the governor came out 
to wish us farewell, and to present us with two 
thousand cowries for the purpose of assisting us 
on our journey. We have said that Bdhoo is 
about twenty miles in circumference—perhaps 
we guessed considerably within bounds ; for as we 
rode out of the city, we were astonished at its vast 
extent. Two hours after leaving Bdhoo, we 
passed through an agreeable, thinly inhabited 
village, called Maloo ; and in somewhat less than 
an hour after, arrived at Jaguta, which is a large 
and compact town, fortified by a neater and more 
substantially-built wall than any we have yet seen. 

Jaguta lies E.S.E. of Bdhdo, from which it is 
distajt, as nearly as we can guess, from twelve to 
inKjlw'' miles. In the course of the journey 
w#^|^ a party of Nouffie traders from Coulfo, 
witfi^sses carrying trona for the Gonja market. 
Among them were two women,'.'Vi^ neatty clad 
in their native costume, with clean white tubes out- 
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side their other apparel, resembling as nearly as 
possible the chemise of European ladies. These 
asses were the first beasts we bad observed em¬ 
ployed in carrying burdens, for hitherto people 
of both sexes and of all ages, especially women 
and female children, have performed these labo¬ 
rious duties. 

The govfirnor of Jagiita came to apologize, 
in the evening, for not having attended us the 
greater part of the day, on the plea that he 
had been engaged in the country with his people, 
in making a fetish for the prosperity of the 
king of Katunga. The return of the governor 
and his procession to the town was announced by 
a flourish of drums, fifes, &c., with the usual 
accompaniments of singing and dancing. The 
musicians are now performing before him in 
a yard which is next to ours. It is between 
ten and eleven p.m. ; and it is likely that our earn 
will be stunned by a combination of the most 
barbarous sounds in the world, for the remainder 
of the night. It is well that I am so far re¬ 
covered as not to care about it, or this abominable 
din would drive me to distraction. We are daily 
assured that the path is rendered exceedingly 
dangerous by banditti; and the governor of this 
place has been endeavouring, with a good deal 
of earnestness, to persuade us that our goods will 
not be respected by them. It will scarcely be be- 
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lieved, however, that this universal dread originates 
from a few Borgoo desperadoes, who, although 
oaaly armed with powder and a few broken mus¬ 
kets, can put a whole legion of the timid natives 
to flight. The inhabitants of the town have been 
firing repeatedly this evening, to deter this for¬ 
midable foe from scaling their wall and taking 
possession of their town. 

Saturday, May 8/A.—Last night and the pre¬ 
ceding one, we were visited by thunder-storms, 
which did not however annoy us. The natives 
as usual impute the seasonable weather to our 
agency alone; and in consequence, our arrival at 
many places has been hailed with transport, as 
the most fortunate thing that could have happened. 
It is astonishing to find how extremely partial the 
rains have been here. In some districts the gi'ound 
for this month past has been literally drenched, 
while in others, only a few miles distant from 
them, vegetation has been suffering from a want 
of water. 

Extraordinary preparations were made by the 
governor of Jaguta to ensure our safety on the 
dreaded pathway ; and a horseman, armed with a 
sword and spear, in company with four foot sol¬ 
diers, who were equipped with bows and several 
huge quivers full of arrows, were in readiness to 
offer us their protection this morning. The horse¬ 
man ^Hfeceded our party, and played off a variety 
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of antics, to our great amusement. He seemed 
not a little satisfied with himself; he flourished 
his naked sword over his head; brandished his 
spear; made his horse curvet, and bound, and 
gallop alternately ; and his dress being extremely 
grotesque, besides being old and torn, gave him 
an appearance not unlike that of a bundle of rags 
flying througli the air. But with all this display 
of activity and heroism, the man would have fled 
with terror from his own shadow by moonlight; 
and we really regretted that a few defenceless 
women were the only individuals that crossed our 
path to put his courage to the test, the formidable 
‘ war-men’ being elsewhere. 

Our journey to-day has been vexatiously short, 
not having exceeded four miles; and it is utterly 
beyond our power to persuade the superstitious 
natives, who conform only to their fetish in these 
matters, that the robbers would be afraid to think 
of attacking white men. The town at which we 
are now halting is called Shea, and is defended 
by a wall. It possesses a numerous population, 
if we may be allowed to form an opinion from the 
vast number of individuals that gathered around 
us immediately on our entrance through the gate¬ 
way. A stranger, however, cannot give anything 
like a correct estimate of the population of any 
inhabited place in this part of Africa, for as he 
can only judge of it by the number of court-yards a 
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town or village may contain, and as in one court 
yard there may be residing at least a hundret 
people, and in the one next to it, perhaps, not nior< 
than six or seven, the difficulty will be immediatelj 
perceived. Generally speaking, the description o 
one.town in Ynrriba would answer for the whole 
Cleanliness and order may contribute to tlu 
superiority of one place over another, whicl 
may likewise have the advantages of a rich soil 
a pleasant neighbourhood, and be omamentec 
with fine spreading and shady trees, but the form 
of the houses and squares is everywhere the same ; 
irregular and badly built clay walls, ragged-look¬ 
ing thatched roofs, and floors of mud polished with 
cow-dung, form the habitations of the chief pari 
of the natives of Yarriba, compared to most ot 
which a common English bam is a palace. The 
only difference between the residence of a chiei 
and those of his subjects, lies in the number and 
not in the superiority of his court-yards ; and these 
are for the most part tenanted by women and slaves, 
together with flocks of sheep and goats, and abun¬ 
dance of pigs and poultry, mixed together indis¬ 
criminately. 

Yesterday we crossed two small rivers, and to¬ 
day passed over a larger one, which were all flowing 
filim north to south. Shea lies four miles E.b.S. 
<||f jaguta. The governor of the town has'p*'®* 
senled us with a pig, and a quantity of country 
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beer, and we have also received little presents of 
provisions from a few of the people. 

Sunday, May 9th .—We agreed, rather reluc¬ 
tantly, to witness an exhibition of tumbling, &c., 
tins morning, previous to quitting the town, and 
while we were on horseback. This detained 
us a little; but as soon as it was over, we were 
escorted out* of the town by beat of drum, pre¬ 
ceded by an armed horseman and an unarmed 
drummer, and continued our journey followed 
by a multitude of the inhabitants. We passed 
through a very large walled town called Esalay, 
about six miles from Shea; but its wall is dilapi¬ 
dated, and the habitations of the people in ruins, and 
almost all deserted. This town, which was not 
long since well inhabited, has been reduced to its 
present desolate and miserable state by the pro¬ 
tection which its ruler granted to an infamous 
robber, whose continued assaults on defenceless 
travellers, and his cruelty to them, at length at¬ 
tracted the notice of the king of Katunga. But 
previous to this, the inhabitants of another town 
not far olf, many of whom had at different times 
suffered from his bold attacks, called in a number 
of Borgoo men, who bore no better reputation 
for honesty tlian the robber himself, and resolved 
to attempt the capture of the ruffian in his strong¬ 
hold, without other assistance. Their efforts, 
however, were unavailing. The governor, en- 
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trenched in his walled town and supported bj 
his people, sheltered the miscreant, and compellei 
his enemies to raise the siege. About this time 
a messenger arrived at Esalay from the king oi 
Katunga, witli commands for the governor tc 
deliver up the ^robber to punishment; but instead 
of obeying them he privately warned tlie man oi 
his danger, who took immediate advantage of it, 
and made his escape to Nouffie. The governor 
was suspected of aiding the escape of the robber ; 
and a second messenger soon after arrived from 
Katunga, with orders for the guilty chief either 
to pay a fine to the king of 120,000 cowries, or 
put a period to his existence by taking poison. 
Neither of these commands suiting the incli¬ 
nation of the governor of Esalay, he appointed a 
deputy, and privately fled to the neighbouring 
town of Shea, there to await the final determina¬ 
tion of his enraged sovereign. We saw him at the 
latter town yesterday, dressed in a fancifully made 
tobe, on which a. great number of Arab characters 
were stitched. He walked about at perfect liberty, 
and did not seem to take his condition much to 
heart. The inhabitants of Esalay, finding that 
their ruler had deserted them, that they were 
threatened by the king of Katunga, and that tike 
Borgoo men, emboldened by the encouragdM^t 
they received from that monarch, we»e also 
iug about the neighbourhood, and xeaSbjf .to. do 
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them any mischief, took the alarm, and imitating 
the example of their chief, most of them de¬ 
serted thdir huts, and scattered themselves among 
the different towns and villages in the neighbour- 
liood. Very few people now reside at Esalay; 
and this town, lately so populous and flourishing, 
is little better than a heap of ruins. 

After we had passed through Esalay, we crossed 
a large morass and three rivers, which intersected 
the road-way. The croaking from a multitude of 
frogs which they contained, in addition to the 
noise of our drum, produced so animating an effect 
on our carriers, that they ran along wiUi tlieir 
burdens doubly as quick as they did before. We 
then arrived at an open village called Okimbha, 
where we halted for two hours under the shadow 
of a large tree, to allow some of our men, who 
bad been loitering behiud, to rejoin us, after which 
we again set forward, and did not stop till we ar¬ 
rived at the large and handsome walled town of 
Atoopa, which the late Captain Clapperton passed 
through in the last ex])edition. During our ride, 
we observed a range of wooded tiills running from 
N.N.E. to S.S.W.; and passed through a wilder-, 
wss of stunted trees, which was relieved at inter¬ 
vals by patches of cultivated land; but there is 
not so much cultivation as one might expect to 
find near the capital of Yarriba. Atoopa is about 
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twenty miles N.b.E. of Shea, the towm in which 
Wb slept last night. 

Monday, May \Qth.—Armed guides are no 
longer considered necessary; and we set out this 
morning only with our Baddgry and Jdnna mes¬ 
sengers and interpreters. On going out of Atoopa, 
we crossed a river which flowed by the foot of 
that town, where our carriers overtook us, and 
we travelled on together. The country through 
which the path lies is uncommonly fine; it is par¬ 
tially cultivated, abounding in wood and water, 
and appeared, by the number of villages which is 
scattered over its surface, to be very populous. 
As we rode along, a place was pointed out to us 
where a murder had been committed about seven, 
years ago, on the person of a young man. He 
fell a victim to a party of Borgoo scomidrels, for 
refusing to give up his companion to them, a 
young girl, to whom he was shortly to be mar¬ 
ried. They at first endeavoured to obtain her 
from him by fair means; but he obstinately re¬ 
fused to accede to their request, and contrived to 
keep the marauders at bay till the young woman 
had made her escape, when he also ran for his life. 
'He was closely pursued by them, and pierced by 
the number of arrows which they shot at him, he 
at length fell down and died in the path, after 
having run more than a mile from the place 
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where the first arrow had struck him. By tha 
care with which this story is treasured up in their 
memories, and the earnestness and horror with 
which it is related, we are inclined to believe that 
although there is so great a fuss about the Burgoo 
robbers, and so manifest a dread of them, that a 
murder on the highway is of very rare occur¬ 
rence. When thi.s crime is perpetrated, the whole 
nation seems to be terror-struck, and the people 
rise up in arms as if a public enemy were devas¬ 
tating their country, and si. .ghtering its inhabi¬ 
tants without mercy. This is the only instance 
we have heard of a young man entertaining a 
strong attachment foj a female. Marriage is cele¬ 
brated by the natives as unconcernedly as possible ; 
a man tliinks as little of taking a wife, as of cut¬ 
ting an ear of com—affection is altogether out of 
the question. 

A village in ruins, and a small town called 
Nama, where we halted for a short time, were the 
only inhabited places we passed through during 
the day, till our entrance into the town of Z.eo- 
gvaddOj which is surrounded by a double wall, 
and in which we intend to pass the night. The 
governor happened to be in his garden on our 
arrival, so that we were completely wearied with 
waiting for him ; but as he did not make his 
appearance, we ourselves found out a convenient 
and comfortable hut, and though we were assailed 
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by a volley of abuse from the mouths of half a 
dozen women, we succeeded in sending them 
away, and we now remain in tranquil possession 
of our quarters. In the centre of our yard, is a 
circular enclosure without a roof, within which is 
an Alligator, that has been confined there seven 
years. This voracious animal is fed with rats 
only, • and he generally devours five a day. One 
of the inhabitants perceiving that I was rather 
inquisitive, volunteered to go to a river in the 
vicinity of the town, and to return in a few minutes 
vdth as many young crocodiles as I might wish 
for; but as I had no opportunity of conveying 
animals of this description through the country, 
1 declined the man’s offer. The inhabitants of 
Xieoguadda, having probably no vegetable ])oison, 
make use of the venom of snakes on the tips of 
their arrows. The heads of those serpents from 
which they extract this deadly substance are ex¬ 
posed on the sticks which are thrust into the inside 
of the thatch of their dwelling as a kind of trophy. 

Leoguadda is almost surrounded by rugged 
hills, formed by loose blocks of granite ; these, 
added to a quantity of tall trees, always green, 
and growing within the walls, render the town 
inconceivably pleasant and romantic. Immense 
tracts of land are cultivated in the vicinity of 
the town, with corn, yams, &c., and abundance 
of swine, poukry, goats, and sheep, are bred by 
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i4:s inhabitants. Fonnerly, also, herds of cattle 
were to be seen in the meadows ; but they belonged 
to Falatahs, who, we were told, fled fifom Leo- 
guadda some time since to join tlieir countrymen 
at Aldrie. 

Tuesday, May llth .—We left Leoguadda early 
in the morning, and about the middle of the fore¬ 
noon reached a walled town of some extent, 
called Eetch6. The place is of importance on 
account of a large weekly market which is held 
in it. EetchtS has recently been more than half 
consumed by fire, and will not, it is supposed, 
regain its former condition for some time. Like 
most large trading towns, it is in as unsettled 
and filthy a state as can be conceived. This day’s 
journey has been highly agreeable; the path lay 
through a beautiful country, varied in many places 
by hills of coarse granite, which are formed of 
large single blocks, heaped on each other. Trees 
and shrubs of a beautiful green, were growing 
from their interstices, and almost hid the masses 
of stone from view. 

The governor of EetclKi welcomed us to bia 
town very civilly, but his kindness as yet has ex¬ 
tended no further; and although in all probability 
he is as opulent as most chiefs on the, road, yet las- 
did not follow their example in giving us provi¬ 
sions, but left us to procure them ourselves in the, 
best manner we were able. About a stone’s tlwiMe . 

M 2 
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to the west of the town is the main road to Borgoo^ 
Noujffie, Hctussa, Ydoorie, &c., six hours ride on 
which would take us out of Yarriba into the ter¬ 
ritories of the king of Kiama. It is a general 
custom here, when any stranger of consequence 
approaches Katunga, to send a messenger b^ore 
him for the purpose of informing the king of the 
circumstance; and as we are consiilered in that 
light, one of our Jenna guides will set out for’the 
above purpose to-morrow, and we are told that we 
inust remain here till Thursday morning, for an 
escort of soldiers, which will be sent to meet os. 
We have no inclination for the honour, as it would 
expose us to a thousand little inconveniences, and 
we therefore intend to avoid it by leaving this 
place by moonlight. 

It will scarcely be believed, that not less than 
one hundred and sixty governors of towns and 
villages between this place and the sea coast, all 
belonging to Yarriba, have died from natural 
^causes, or have been slain in war, since I was 
last here; and tl.'at, of the inhabited places tlirough 
which we have passed, not more than a half dozen 
chiefs are alive at this moment, who received and 
entertained me on my return to Baddgry three 
years ago. 

Wednesday, May We were visited last 

|ight by a tornado; and it rained so heavily this 
Homing, that even if we had not been obliged 
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to remain in Eetchb to-day, it would have been 
next to impossible to have pursued our journey. 
The celebrated market of this place may be said to 
commence about mid-day, at wliich time thou¬ 
sands of buyers and sellers had assembled in a 
large open space in the heart of the town, present¬ 
ing the most busy, bustling scene imaginable. 
To say nothing of the hum and clatter of such a 
multitude of barbarians, the incessant exertions 
of a horrid band of native musicians rendered 
our own voices inaudible. People from Katunga 
and other towns of less importance flocked into 
Eetclu) to attend the market to-day, which, we 
are informed, was nevertheless not so well at¬ 
tended as on former occasions; the rain that 
had fallen, and the alleged danger which besets 
tlie path, having prevented many thousands from 
leaving their own abodes. Country cloth, in¬ 
digo, provisions, &c. were offered for sale, but 
we observed nothing in the market deserving 
particular notice. The town is to be well guarded 
to-night, for fear of its being attacked whilst 
we remain in it; and it is given out that any 
one found loitering outside the walls after sun¬ 
set will be seized without ceremony, and his 
effects taken from him. A very ungallant custom 
prevails at Eetchd, which is, that every woman 
who attends the market for the purpose of selling 
any article, is obliged to pay a tax of ten cowries 
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to the governor; whilst any individual of tlie other 
sex is allowed to enter the town and vend his 
commodities publicly without paying any duty 
whatever. 

Thursday, May 13<A.—We arose at a very 
early hour this morning to undertake the journey 
to Katunga, which is rather long; and we hoped 
not only to reach that city before the'heat became 
oppressive, but also to avoid, if possible, the escort 
which we had little doubt the king would send out to 
meet us. Yet, notwithstanding our most strenuous 
exertions, it was six o’clock before we were all 
ready to depart. The air was cooler than we have 
felt it since landing from the Clinker, the thermo¬ 
meter being as low as 71° in the shade. The 
natives appeared to feel tliis severity of the weather 
most keenly, for though they huddled themselves 
up in their warmest cotton dresses, they were yet 
shivering with cold. Hundreds of people, and 
perhaps if I were to say thousands, the numbenr 
would not be overrated, jueceded and followed us 
on the pathway ; and as they winded through 
thick forests, along narrow roads, their blue and 
white clothing, contrasted with the deep gTeen of 
the ancient trees, produced an eminently pleasing 
effect^^ij^After a hasty ride of two hours, we came 
in sigi® of the town of Eetcholee, outside of which 
are gtgoerous trees, and underneath their widely 
spr^iulBng branches we . observed various groups 
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of people seated on tlie turf, taking refreshment, 
We joined them, partook of a little com and water, 
which is our usual travelling fare, and then renewed 
our journey in good spirits. But we had not pro¬ 
ceeded a great way, when the escort about which 
we had been so uneasy was descried at a distance, 
and approaching us at a rapid pace, joined the 
party in a ve'ry few minutes. There was no great 
reason, after all, for our modesty to be offended 
either at the splendour or number of our retinue, 
for hajipily it consisted only of a few ragged in¬ 
dividuals on foot, and eight on horseback; with 
the latter was a single drummer, but the former 
could boast of having in their train men with 
whistles, drums, and trumpets. 

I sounded my bugle, at which the natives were 
astonished and pleased; but a black trumpeter, jea¬ 
lous of the performance, challenged a contest for 
the superiority of the respective instruments, which 
terminated in the entire defeat of the African, who 
was hooted and laughed at by his companions for 
Ins presumption, and gave uj) the trial in despair. 
I have read somewhere, that in ancient time there 
was a contest between a nightingale, and a famous 
musician, whose name I have forgot; and that the 
melodious bird, despairing to equal the divine 
strains which were produced by the minstrel, ac¬ 
knowledged his supciriority by falling dead at his 
feet. Nowi the disconcerted African did not cer- 
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t^ly expire at the moment, hut he hung down 
Ills head, remained silent, looked extremely silly, 
and did not venture to put his horn to his mouth 
again, till he imagined his companions had cither 
overlooked or in some measure forgotten his de« 
feat. Among tine instruments used on this me¬ 
morable occasion, was a piece of iron, in shape 
exactly resembling the bottom of a parlour fire- 
shoveL It was played on by a thick piece of wood, 
and produced sounds infinitely less harmonious 
than ‘ marrow-bones and cleavers.’ 

The leader of our escort was a strange-looking, 
powerful fellow, and might very well scrv'c the 
writer of a romance as the hero of his tale, in the 
cliaracter of keeper of an enchanted castle, wlien 
fierce, scowling looks, terrific frowns, and a pecu¬ 
liarly wild expression of countenance,-are intended 
to be naturally described, for the man’s stature 
was gigantic. Ins eyes large, keen, piercing, and 
ever in motion, his broad nose squatted over both 
cheeks—his lips immensely large, exposing a 
fine set of teeth; the beard was black, thick, 
and gristly, and, covering all the lower pai't of 
Ills face, reached to his bosom; the famous 
Blue Beard was nothing to him; and in gazing 
on his features one would almost be inclined to 
believe, that all the most iniquitous and depraved 
passions of human nature were centered in his 
lieart. Yet with so unlovely and forbidding an 
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appearance, the man is in reality as innocent and 
docile as a lamb. He wore on his head a small 
rush hat, in shape like a common earthenware pan 
inverted, or like the hats which are worn by 
the lower class of Chinese. His breast was en¬ 
veloped in a coarse jiiece of blue cloth ; from 
his left shoulder hung a large quiver of arrows; 
and in his right hand he held a bow, which 
he brandished like a lance ; a short pair of trou¬ 
sers covered his thighs, and fantastically-made 
leathern boots incased his feet and legs. His skin 
\vas of jetty blackness, his forehead high ; but his 
tremendous beard, which was slightly tinged with 
grey, contributed, perhaps more than anything 
else, to impart that wildness and fierceness to his 
looks which at first inspired us with a kind of 
dread of our leader. 

Thus escorted, we travelled onwards ; and after 
a hasty ride of six hours from Eetchei, beheld from 
a little eminence those black, naked hills of gra¬ 
nite, at whose base lies the metropolis of Yarriba. 
About an hour afterwards we entered the gates of 
that extensive city. As is the custom, we stayed 
under a tree, just inside the walls, till the king 
and his eunuchs were informed of our arrival, 
which having been done, after a wearisome delay, 
we rode to the residence of Ebo, the chief eunuch, 
who, next to the king, is the most influential man 
in the place. We found this personage, a ‘ great. 
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fat, rotiniJ, oily naan,’ airing himself under the ve¬ 
randah of his dwelling. Other eunuchs of similar 
appearance were sitting on the ground with him, 
and joined him in welcoming both of us (but my¬ 
self more especially) to Katunga, with every ap¬ 
pearance of sincerity, heartiness, and goodwill. 
A conversation not sufficiently interesting or im¬ 
portant to relate, here took place,—it lasted a long 
time ; and we then walked all together to the king’s 
house, which is at the distance of half a mile from 
that of Ebo. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Katimga—Mansolah, King of Katunga—^Precautions to 
avoid detention by the King—Apathy of the natives— 
Markets of Katunga—Delayed by neighbouring vrax— 
Custom reratiug to presents—Reserve of the people con¬ 
cerning their country—Their general character—^Pro¬ 
gress of the Falutahs—Preparations for departure by a 
new route—Farewell visit to the King. 

Information of our coming had been pre« 
viously sent to tlie monarch, and we waited with 
much patience for a considerable period till he had 
put on his robes of state. Meantime, to amuse 
us and beguile the hour away, the head drummer 
and his assistants, with the most benevolent inten¬ 
tion, commenced a concert of the most bewitcliing 
melody ; and long drums, kettle drums, and horns, 
were played with little intermission, till Mansolah 
made his aj)pearance, when all noises were sud¬ 
denly hushed, and we were desired to draw nearer 
to pay our resjiects to his Majesty. Wc did so 
after the English manner, mucli to the entertain¬ 
ment and diversion of the king, who endeavoured 
to imitate us, but it was easy to perceive tliat he 
is but a novice in the European mode of saluta¬ 
tion, bowing and shaking bands. We have no 
doubt that it was owing to the rusticity and awk- 
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wardness of our address, tliat Mansolah's risible 
faculties were so strongly excited; but he laughed 
80 long and heartily, and his wives, and eunuchs 
and subjects of all sorts, joined iiim with such 
good will, and such power of lungs, that we were 
constrained to unite our voices to the general burst 
of kindly feeling, although if we had been asked 
the cause of such jollity and obstreperous mirth, 
we should have been at a loss for an answer. 


Mansolah’s headpiece was something like a 
bishop’s mitre, profusely ornamented with strings 
of coral, one of w’hich answered the purpose of a 
ribbon, for it was tied under the chin, to prevent 
the cap from being blown ofl’. His tobe was of 
green silk, crimson silk damask, and green silk 
velvet, wliich were all sewn together like pieces of 
patchwork. lie wore English cotton stockings, 
and neat leathern sandals of native workmanship. 
A large piece of superfine light blue cloth, given 
the chief by the late Captain Clapperton, he used 
for a carpet. The eunuchs and other individuals 
who were present at the interview prostrated them¬ 
selves before their prince, agreeably to the custom 
of the country, and rubbed their heads with earth 
two separate tinies, retreating at some distance to 
perform this humiliating and degrading ceremony, 
and then drawing near the royal person, to lie 


» in with their faces in the dust. They saluted 
ground also near wliich he was sitting, by 
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kissing it fervently and repeatedly, and by placing 
each cheek on it. Then, and not till then, with 
their heads, and faces, and lips, and breasts, stained 
with the damp red soil, which still clung to them, 
they were allowed to seat themselves near their 
monarch, and to join in the conversation. Two 
or three of the inferior eunuchs, not satisfied with 
this servile prostration, began to sport and roll 
themselves about on the ground; but this could not 
be effected without immense labour and difficulty, 
and panting and straining, for, like Sir John Fal- 
staff, they could be compared to nothing so appro¬ 
priately as huge hills of flesh. There they lay 
wallowing in the mire, like immense turtles floun¬ 
dering in the sea, till Ebo desired them to rise. 
We observed among the individuals present, a very 
considerable number of bald-headed old men, their 
hair, or rather wool, having most likely been rub¬ 
bed off by repeated applications of earth, sand, 
gravel, filth, or whatever else may be at liand, when 
tlic prince happens to make his appearance. 

The conference having ended, a kid, a calabash 
of caJjTas, and two thousand cow'ries in money 
were presented to us; and cheered by a flourish 
of music, we laughed in concert and shook hands 
with the king, and walked away towards our own 
dwelling, which had been repaired and thoroughly, 
cleaned out for our sole use. Here we lay down 
to repose our aching limbs. In the evening the 
king returned our visit, and immediately took a 
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fancy to ray brotlier’s bugle horn, which was 
xeadily given him. He was vastly pleased with 
the present, and by smiles and words, returned 
us many thanks for it; said that he was quite 
delighted; and that it made his heart glad to 
see. us; hoped we should make ourselves com¬ 
fortable whilst we remained in Katunga; shook 
hands ; made a bow, and “ smiling fn heart and 
soul content,” the sovereign departed, followed by 
a suite of wives, eunuchs, and other attendants. 
The premises w'e occupy are Uie property of Ebo, 
who has, we believe, done everything in his power 
to render our stay as agreeable as possible ; they 
were formerly occupied by Captain Clapperton. 
The yard adjoins his own, witli which it communi¬ 
cates by a door-way without a door ; so that it will 
enable us to have frequent opportunities of seeing 
his numerous unhappy wives, and a number of 
little boys and girls, who are his personal atten¬ 
dants. The eunuch has given us a very fat sheep 
as a further token of his good-will. 

Friday, May l^th .—Accompanied by Ebo, and 
the other unwieldy eunuchs, my brotlicr took a 
present to the king this moniing, which was pretty 
well received, Mansolah, out of compliment I sup¬ 
pose, remarking that if we had not brought with 
US the value of a single cowry, we should have been 
favourably received at Katunga and well entertained 
at.hi8 own cost. We had previously sounded ouir 
1|p|hd Ebo on the subject of our journey to the 



Ch«p. IVJ 


KATUNOA. 


175 


Niger; but he strongly advised us by no means 
even to bint such an intention to the king, whose 
suspicions, he assured us, would immediately take 
the alarm, so that instead of being forwardedjoii 
our way thither, we should either be detained in the 
town for an indefinite time, or sent back again to 
the coast. We therefore conceived it prudent to 
give liim the following statement only:—‘ That 
the king of England, anxious to procure the re¬ 
storation of certain papers which belonged to a 
countryman of ours, who. perished at Boossli 
about twenty years ago, which papers were sup» 
posed to be in the possession of the sultan of 
^’aoorie, we had been despatched hither by our 
sovereign, in the hope that the king of Katunga 
would forward us to the latter state, ft)r the purpose 
of obtaining them from the sultan of Ykoorie, and 
taking them back with us to England.’ Man- 
solah displayed neither eager curiosity as to our 
object in coming to his country, nor surprise 
when we had informed him of it ; but very 
promptly observed, that in two days’ time he would 
send a messenger to Kiama, Wouwou, BoossS, 
and Ya.oorie, to acquaint the rulers of those 
provinces of our intention to pay them a visit; 
and that on the man’s rettum we should liave his 
permissima to depart. This was promised after my 
brother’s repeated solicitations and importunities 
that we should not be detained here longer than 
necessary, because in a very short time the violent 
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rains will render the road to those countries im¬ 
passable ; and in consequence we shall be unable 
to travel till the return of the dry season. 

It has been expressly and repeatedly told us, 
that the monarch of this empire is brother to the 
king of Benin ; but, notwithstanding this near re¬ 
lationship of the two sovereigns, not the slightest 
intercourse or communication is maintained be¬ 
tween Yarriba and that power; so at least the 
inhabitants of this place have informed us; and 
the reason they ascribe for it is, that the distance 
between the countries is too great. Friends and 
acquaintances are oftentimes called brothers in 
Yarriba; and to make a distinction in the above 
instance, they assert that Mansolah and the king 
of Benin ‘ were of one father and one mother.* 
We interrogated Ebo on the subject, but he soon 
silenced our remarks by observing that we were 
too inquisitive, or, to use his own words, ‘ that 
we talked too much.* We intend, after leaving 
Ykoorie, to proceed direct to Guarie, the prince of 
which country will, no doubt, send us to Funda, 
from whence we must endeavour to discover the 
termination of the Niger, agreeably to our written 
instructions. 

Saturdtay, May Ibth .—Instead of the jarrang 
noise of women’s tongues, which has annoyed and 
loliowed us at every stage of our journey from 
length enjoy as much^of com- 
f^ure and tranquillity as we can well desfre, for 
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Ebo’s wives residing at some distance from the 
part of our yard which we occupy, the slvriil 
sounds of their voices are pleasant, contrasted 
with the former loud, discordant, and' perpetual 
din which rang in our ears from morning till 
night. Our male visitors, likewise, are few and 
select, and _ do not remain with us any very con¬ 
siderable time together. An order has been issued 
by the king, that if any impertinent individual 
troubles us at any time with his company when it 
is not desired, Ebo is at liberty to behead liim; 
and no one shall have the effrontery, says Man- 
solah, to tax the eunuch with injustice or cruelty 
in the performance of his duties. This proclama¬ 
tion, if it may so be termed, has had the desired 
effect, for dreading the even-handed Ebo, who is 
public executioner as well as chief eunuch, the 
inhabitants of Katunga have hitherto repressed 
their curiosity, and have confined themselves to 
their own abodes. 

We have received a present of a sheep to-day 
from the ‘ master of the horse,’ an elderly person 
that possesses some influence over his master; but 
although his pompous title would lead one to infer 
that his lofty situation is highly responsible and 
important, a few rough, ragged-looking ponies’ are 
the only ‘ horse’ of which he has Ae superin¬ 
tendence. 

All seems quiet and peaceable in this large, 

von. *. N 
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city; and one cannot help feeling rather inelan- 
clioly, in wandering through streets almost de¬ 
serted, and over a vast extent of fertile land, on 
wliich there is no human habitation, and scarcely 
'a living thing to animate or cheer the prevail¬ 
ing solemnity. The walls of the town have been 
sufl'ered to fall into decay; and ajre now no 
better than a heap of dust and ruins ; and such 
unconcern and apathy pervade the minds of the 
monarch and his ministry, that the wandering 
and ambitious Falatah has penetrated into the 
very heart of the country, made himself master of 
two of its most important and flourishing towns, 
■with little, if any, oi)po8ition; and is gradually, 
but very perceptibly, gaining on the lukewarm 
natives of the soil, and sapping the foundations of 
the throne of Yarriba. The people cannot, surely, 
be fully aware of their own danger, or they never 
could be unconcerned sj)ectator8 of events which 
are rapidly tending to root out their religion, cus¬ 
toms, and institutions, and totally annihilate them 
as a nation. But since they have neither foresight, 
nor wisdom, nor resolution, to put themselves in a 
posture of defence, and make at least a show of 
resistance, when danger, real or imaginary, me¬ 
naces them ; since neither the love of country, 
Wi^ch stimulates almost all nations to heroic 
hcMevements in defence of their just and natural 
rights, and all that is truly dear to them in the 
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world ; and since neither affection for their de¬ 
fenceless wives and unprotected offspring, nor 
love of self, can awaken a single spark of courage 
or patriotism in their bosoms, can scare away that 
demon sloth from among them, or induce them to 
make a solitary exertion to save themselves and 
posterity, from a foreign yoke ; why then, they 
are surely unworthy to be called a people; they 
deserve to be deprived of their eflects, children, 
and personal liberty, to have their habitual sloth 
and listlessness converted into labour and useful¬ 
ness, in tilling, improving, and beautifying for 
strangers that soil, which they have neither spirit 
nor inclination to cultivate for themselves. 

A market is hehl daily in different parts of Ka- 
tunga, but twice in the week it is much larger, and 
better attended than) on either of the other days. 
I visited one of the latter this morning, which is 
styled the ‘ Queen’s marketbut as it is shifted 
to another place towards evening, it istlien called 
the ‘ King’s market.’ The sellers were by far 
more numerous than the buyers; and, on the 
whole, the articles exposed for sale by no means 
realised the expectations which we had formed of 
them. Among them we observed three or four 
different kinds of com ; beans, peas, and vegeta¬ 
bles in abundance; the mi-cadania butter; ground 
or guinea nuts; country cotton cloths, indigo, 
red clay, salt, and different varieties of pepper; 

N 2 
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besides trona, snufF and tobacco, knives, barbs, 
hooks, and needles, the latter of the rudest native 
manufacture. There were also, finger rings of tin 
and lead; and iron bracelets and armlets ; old 
shells, old bones, and other venerable things, 
which European antiquaries wovdd gaze on with 
rapture ; besides native soap, little cakes of cheese 
and butter; an English common blue plate, a 
great variety of beads, both of native and Eu¬ 
ropean manufacture, among the former of which 
we recognised the famous A§ra bead, which at 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, and other places, is 
sold for its weight in gold, and which has vainly 
been attempted to be imitated by the Italians 
and our own countrymen. Provisions also were 
offered for sale in abundance; and besides 
beef and mutton, which were made up into 
little round balls, weighing about an ounce and 
three-quarters each, and presented not the most 
delicate or tempting appearance, we observed 
an immense quantity of rats, mice, and lizards, 
dressed and undressed, all having their skins on, 
and arranged in rows. 

I met with and purchased a very curious and 
singular kind of stone in the market. Tlie na¬ 
tives informed us that it was dug from the earth, in 
a country called which is stated to be ‘ four 
moons * journey from Katunga, where, according 
to their tradition, their first parents were created. 
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and from whence all Africa has been peopled. 
Ignorant of mineralogy, as I am of most other 
sciences, I am unacquainted with the nature and 
properties of the stone alluded to, and therefore 
I grieve to say I am incapable of giving a scien¬ 
tific description of it. It consists of a variety of 
little transparent stones, white, green, and every 
shade of bltie, all embedded in a species of clayey 
earth, resembling rough mosaic work. 

On my return from this visit, and since writing 
the first part of to-day’s journal, Ebo came to us 
with the news that a body of Falfitahs from Soc- 
catoo had arrived at the Momsa, which is a river 
dividing Yarriba from Borgoo, and that they had 
attacked a town on its borders, through which 
our route lies. Tliereforc, continued Ebo, the 
Yaoorie messenger will of necessity be compelled 
to wait here till authentic intelligence be received 
of the truth or falsehood of the rumour before he 
sets out on his mission to Kiama; this will take 
three days, at the end of which the fact will cer¬ 
tainly transpire, and the man will immediately bo 
despatched on his errand. 

It appears to us not a little strange, that the day 
after our arrival here, the Faldtahs should so op¬ 
portunely attempt the seizure of a town, through 
which we are to pass ; and that information of the 
approach of an enemy so greatly dreaded should 
not have reached this place at an earlier period, 
when news of no moment whatever flies through 
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the country jvith the swiftness of an arrow from a 
bow. We imagine that it is only a feint of Man- 
Bolah to detain us here longer than we desire, and 
until the rains shall have rendered the road im¬ 
practicable. It is possible that we may be unjust 
in our suspicion ; but many circumstances appear 
to confirm it. 

Sunday, May IGth .—As it is the Sablmth, we 
have confined ourselves to-day within doors, in 
order to employ it in the most proper man¬ 
ner that circumstances permit. Ebo has visited 
us, under various pretences, several times since 
morning; and has had the door-way which leads 
to the women’s apartments closed up with mortar, 
alleging as a reason, that he was convinced the 
curiosity of his women was troublesome to us. 
But the truth of the matter is, that he has been 
induced to block up the communication from the 
yard, under an apprehension that our attendants 
might interfere with his domestic arrangements, 
by jirying into the secrets of his seraglio. We 
have likewise been favoured with the company of 
several Haussa Mallams, who, notwithstanding 
the irksome restraint to which they are subjected 
by the jealousy of the king and his people, are 
conbgd to remain so far from their native country, 
andvSside among strangers and pagans as long 
as they live. Whether the priests liave taken this 
step purely from religious motives, or, which is 
the more likely reason of the two, that they have 
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exiled themselves from their home and families, 
for the mere purpose of being enriched at the 
expense of the credulity and ignorance of the 
inhabitants, we have been unable to discover. At 
all events, the intention of these missionaries are 
effectually concealed under a cloak of jnety and 
devotion; and thus they are tolerated by the 
common consent of the monarch and his sub¬ 
jects. It rained incessantly for several hours th's 
morning. 

Monday^ May Vfth .—Besides presents to the 
king and his chief eunuch, it is expected that 
something will be given to three ‘ head men,' as 
they are styled, who advise with the prince, and 
lead his soldiers to battle. Previous to visiting 
tiieir habitations for this j)urpose, Ebo informed 
me that it was necessary to carry the intended 
presents for the inspection of his master, that 
nothing might be given them but such articles as 
would obtain his approbation and consent. This 
was accordingly done, and Mansolah saw no¬ 
thing objectionable in the goods which we have 
selected. As evening drew near, I rode to the 
residence of the head men, by each of whom I 
was well received; and they accepted their presents 
with abundance of thanks. Their huts were larger 
and more carefully built, and their yards more 
commodious than even those of the king,—all kept 
in excellent order, clean, and neat. The head 
men are in much more affluent circumstances than 
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their neighbours;—they have numerous wives, 
and large flocks of sheep and goats, in which the 
wealth of the natives principally consists. A goat 
and two large pots of country beer were laid at 
my feet ; and after expr^sing my acknowledg¬ 
ments, I returned home. 

■ We are of opinion, that it would requhe a long 
residence in this country, and a perfect acquaint¬ 
ance with its language, to enable a foreigner to 
form a correct judgment of its laws, manners, 
customs, and institutions, as well as its religion 
and the form and nature of its government. So 
innumerable are the mistakes which the smat¬ 
tering of ignorant native interpreters never fails 
to occasion, that we despair of getting much accu- 
I’ate information on any of these heads. We can 
only answer for what we see. Perhaps few des¬ 
pots sully their dignity by condescending to con¬ 
sult the inclination of their subjects, in personally 
commimicating to them their most private as well 
as public concerns. Yet, the sovereign of Yarriba 
appears to be so obliging, as to make this a 
common practice. In return, however, the people 
are expected and compelled to satisfy the curiosity 
of their prince by adopting a similar line of con- 
djict towards him ; and all the presents they re- 
c^te from strangers, how trifling soever they may 
be, are, in every instance, taken to his residence 
for inspection. Every thing, indeed, that relates 
to their personal interests, and all their domestic 
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concerns, he listens to with the most patriarchal 
gravity. Tlius, our present to the king lias 
been exhibited to his people two or three times; 
Ebo’s also, and those of the head men, have 
been shown to them as well as to their sovereign. 
The common people were all anxious to know 
whether, among the other things they had re¬ 
ceived, we liad given their king or his ministers 
any coral; and their curiosity was immediately 
gratified without hesitation or remark. If a 
stranger, from a remote part of the empire, 
wishes to visit Katunga, in order to pay his 
respects to his sovereign, the chief or governor of 
every town through which he may happen to pass 
is obliged to furnish him with any number of 
carriers he may require ; and in this manner liis 
goods are conveyed from village to village, until 
he arrives at the capital. A similar indulgence is 
likewise extended to any governor who may have 
the like object in view. 

The most laughable mistakes are frequently 
made here, by one of our Badagrian messengers, 
who acts also as interpreter, as regards the gender 
and relationship of individuals, such as father for 
mother, son for daughter, boy for girl, and vice 
versa. He informed us to-day, that a brother of 
his, who was the friend of Ebo, and resided with 
him, begged our permission to come to see us: 
of course we expected to see a gentleman of some 
consequence enter our yard ; but to our surprise^ 



186 


KATUNGA. 


[Chap. IV, 


tlie hrmOier proved to be an old shriv^elled woman,, 
neither more nor less than one of the eunuch’s 
wives. 

Tuesday^ May \Sth .—^About three years ago, 
Adooley, the Badagrian chief, despatched a mes¬ 
senger with a valuable present to the king of 
Katunga, requesting the latter to forward him on 
his journey to Benin, as he had some' little busi¬ 
ness to transact with the sovereign of that state. 
The man, however, purloining for his own use 
the principal part of the articles intrusted to 
him, delivered a bottle of rum only to Man- 
solah with a false message—and, instead of pro¬ 
ceeding on his erraird, took up his abode in one 
of the towns between this city ami Badkgry. 
Adooley wondered at the silence and extraordinary 
delay of his messenger, and sent a man in our 
train to the king, to ascertain what was become of 
him. The preceding answer has been returned, 
with the addition that Mansolah had made the 
man a present of fifteen sheep, and distinguished 
him in a very particular manner. Every one here 
appears uneasy at the very mention of Benin ; and 
though we have endeavoured by various indirect 
means to ascertain the number of days it would 
take a person to travel thither from Katunga, 
evasive or equivocating answers are the utmost we 
can obtain; one of the people asserting that the 
journey might easily be accomplislied in twelve 
da^s,.4ind another declaring, a moment afterwards. 
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that it would occupy a period of not less than four 
months. As to the reason of all this jealous 
apprehension, wo have not been able exactly to 
make up our minds. These particular evasions 
might be considered as a punishment which the 
Yarribeans thought fit to inflict upon strangers 
when they evince more than usual curiosity for 
information respecting a rival and detested power. 
But, in truth, nothing seems to be a greater 
grievance to the natives than the answering of 
any questions which are put to them, be they never 
so familiar and unimportant. They dislike, nay 
abhor to do it; and instead of satisfying the in¬ 
quirer, they study to mislead him by falsehood or 
misrepresentation. This strange aversion is en¬ 
tertained by the prince as well as by the meanest 
of his subjects; but rather than oflend us, when 
we are unconsciously over-inquisitive about any 
little matter, Ebo answers for his monarch and 
companions by shaking his head, and saying, 
‘ Ask no questions.* 

Katunga has by no means answered the expec¬ 
tations we had been led to form of it, either as 
regards its prosperity, or the number of its in¬ 
habitants. The vast plain also on which it stands, 
although exceedingly fine, yields in verdure and 
fertility, and simple beauty of appearance, to the 
delightful country surrounding the less celebrated 
city of Bdhoo. Its market is tolerably well sup¬ 
plied with provisions, which are, however, exceed- 
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ingly jdear ; insomuclj, that with the exception of 
disgusting insects, reptiles, and vermin, tlie lower 
classes of the people are almost unacquainted with 
the taste of animal food. 

Owing to tlie short time we have been in the 
country, which has been employed chiefly in 
travelling from town to town, the manners of the 
people have not sufficiently unfolded themselves 
to our observation; so that we are unable to 
speak of them with confidence : yet, the few oppor¬ 
tunities we have liad of studying their characters 
and dispositions induce us to believe that they 
are a simple, honest, inoffensive, but weak, timid, 
and cowardly race. They seem to have no social 
tenderness, very few of those amiable private vir¬ 
tues which would win our affection, and none of 
those public qualities that claim respect or com¬ 
mand admiration. The love of country is not 
strong enough in their bosoms to incite them to 
defend it against the irregular incursions of a des¬ 
picable foe; and of the active energy, noble senti¬ 
ments, and contempt of danger which distinguish 
the North American tribes, and other savages, no 
traces are to be found among tliis slothful people. 
Regardless of the past as reckless of the future, 
the present alone influences their actions. In this 
inspect they approach nearer to the nature of the 
brute creation, than perhaps any other people on 
the face of the globe. Though the bare mention of 
enemy makes the pusillanimous Mansolah and 
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hia unwarlike subjects tremble in every limb, they 
take no measures to prevent whole bands of 
strangers from locating in the finest provinces of the 
empire, much less do they think of expelling them 
after they have made those provinces their own. 
To this unpardonable indifference to the public in¬ 
terest, and peglect of all the rules of prudence and 
common sense, is owing the progress which the 
Faldtahs have made in gaining over to themselves 
a powerful party, consisting of individuals from 
various nations in the interior, who had emigrated 
to this country ; and the great and uniform suc¬ 
cess which has attended all their ambitious pro¬ 
jects. They are now effectually and firmly seated 
in the very centre of the kingdom; they have 
entrenched themselves in strong walled towns; 
and have recently forced from Mansolah a declara¬ 
tion of their independence, whilst this negligent andt 
imbecile monarch beholds them gnawing away the 
very sinews of his strength, without making the 
slightest exertion to apply a remedy to the evil, 
or prevent their future aggrandizement. Besides 
Rdka, which is peopled wholly by Faldtahs, who 
have strengtliened it amazingly, and rendered 
it exceedingly populous, another town of pro¬ 
digious size has lately sprung into being, which 
already far surpasses Katunga in wealth, population, 
and extent. It was at first resorted to by a party 
of Faldtahs, who named it Aldrie, and encouraged 
all the slaves in the country to flee from the 



198 


KATtrSPGA. 


tcbaj>. m 


oppression of their masters, and join their stan¬ 
dard. Tliey reminded the slaves of the constraint 
under whicli they laboured, and templed them by 
an offer of freedom and protection, and other 
promises of the most extravagant nature, to de¬ 
clare themselves independent of Yarriba. Accord¬ 
ingly, the discontented many miles round eagerly 
flocked to Aldrie in considerable numbers, where 
they were well received. This took place as lar 
back as forty years, since which, other Falatahs 
have joined their countrymen from Soccatoo and 
Rabbap a,nd notwithstanding the wars (if mutual 
kidnapping deserves the name) in which they have 
been engaged in the support and maintenance of 
their cause, Aldrie is become by far the largest 
and most flourishing city in Yarriba, not even 
excepting the capital itself. It is said to be two 
days’ journey—that is, forty or fifty miles, in cir¬ 
cumference, and to be fortified by a strong clay wall 
with moats. The inhabitants have now vast herds 
and flocks, and upwards of three thousand horses; 
which last will appear a very considerable number,, 
when it is considered that Katunga does not con¬ 
tain: more than as many hundreds. The popula¬ 
tion of Aldrie has never been estimated, but it 
must be immense; lately, it has been declared 
independent of Yarriba; and its inhabitants are 
permitted to trade with the natives of the country, 
on condition that no more Falfitahs be suffered to! 
entec its walls. It is governed by twelve rulersj 
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each of a different nation, and all of eqi^l power; 
the Falatah chief not having more inSkience or 
greater sway than the others. Raka i8'''hwt one 
day’s journey north-east of Katunga ^ S&$^t)^l6rie 
three days’journey to the south-west. SPhfe-party 
of Faldtahs which was reported to have taken 
possession of a Yarriba town on the banks of the 
Moussa are said to have abandoned it, and to 
have joined their countrymen at Rkka. This 
intelligence has been brouglit hither by market- 
people, no one liaving been sent by the king to 
ascertain the number of the adventurers^ or the 
object of their visit. 

Wednesday^ May \9th .—The king has sent us 
nothing since the day of our arrival ; and the pre¬ 
sent then given was disgraceful in the extreme, 
as coming from the monarch of a large and 
mighty kingdom. His treatment of the late Cap¬ 
tain Clapperton was altogether the reverse of 
this : a bullock was sent him immediately after the 
first interview, and a live goat, or something 
equivalent, every day till his departure, which in¬ 
cluded a period little short of seven weeks. Nor, 
in other respects, has the conduct of Mansdlah 
been such as to give us pleasure; but we can no 
otherwise account for this, than by supposing our 
present, to have fallen far short of his expectations, 
and so failed to awaken those good-natured qua-- 
jfe^ies which, were displayed at sight of tlie infi?* 
iiUely more; valuable as well as showy one of Cap- 
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tain Ciapperton. But whatever may he the rea¬ 
son of it, certain it is that Mansolah and his 
subjects have 'seen quite enough of white men ; 
and that the rapturous racultation which glowed 
in the cheeks of the first European that visited 
this country on being gazed at, admired, ca¬ 
ressed, and almost worshipped as a god,—joined, 
to the delightful consciousness of His own un¬ 
measurable superiority, will, in the present age 
at least, never be experienced by any other. 
Alas! what a misfortune ! The eager curiosity 
of the Natives has been glutted by satiety,—an 
European is shamefully considered no more than 
a man! and hereafter, without doubt, he will 
be treated entirely as such ; so that, on coming to 
this city, he must make up his mind to sigh a 
bitter farewell to goat’s flesh and mutton, and fa¬ 
miliarise his palate to greater delicacies, such as 
lizards, rats, and locusts, caterpillars and other 
dainties, which the natives roast, grill, bake and 
boil, and which he may wash down, if he pleases, 
with draughts of milk-white water, the only beve¬ 
rage it will be in his power to obtain. 

I was desired by a messenger this morning to 
visit the king at his residence, and on my arrival 
there, found a great number of people assembled 
together. The objec|^ of this summons was ex¬ 
plained by Ebo, who said I had been sent foi^ 
to see that the present he (the eunuch) had re¬ 
ceived should be shewn to the people without 
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any r6»ei;y;ation' whatever. It was accordingly 
spread oiiit' on the floor, together with the king’s. 
Even a bit of English brov^n sOap, which we 
had just before* ^iven to Ebo, was exhibited 
along with. the other things ; for so great a de¬ 
gree of jealousy exists among tlie eunuchs and 
others, arising from the apprehension that one 
might have* received more than another, that 
Ebo himself, powerful as he is, would dread the 
efltots of it on his own person, should he be found 
to have concealed a single thing. They all, in 
fact, endeavour to disarm censure by an .appear¬ 
ance of openness and sincerity. 

Tluirsday, May 'iOth .—Last night, to our infi¬ 
nite surprise and pleasure, Ebo entered our yard in 
a great hurry, with the agreeable information that 
the king had consented to our departure on Friday 
morning, and that he would wish us to get our 
things in readiness by that time. So confident 
had we been that we should be unable to start 
hence for a month to come, at the shortest, that 
we not only sowed cress and onion seed the day 
after our arrival, which are already springing up, 
but had actually made up our minds to abide here 
fluting the continuance of the rains. But now we 
are in hopes of reaching Ykoorie in twelve or 
fourteen daj's ; and intend to remain in that city 
a short time, before procefSing further into the 
interior. The only drawback to our pleasure K 
von. X. o 
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the misfortune of having all our horses sick, which 
may seriously inconvenience us in our progress. 

The old route to Kidma is considered so dan¬ 
gerous, that it is understood we are to be sent 
back to Atoopa, which is two long days’ journey 
from this city, and thence proceed on a safer path. 
Although we now require but five men, besides 
our own, to carry the luggage, the king scruples 
and hesitates to supply us even with these, and 
the youngest of our .lenna messengers has been 
nominated to fill the place of one of them. We 
are told that it is on account of the vast number 
of people that have emigrated from Katunga to 
Kdka and A16rie, that a sufficient number of car¬ 
riers cannot be procured for us ; but in so large a 
place as this, where two-thirds of the population 
are slaves, this reason seems quite ridiculous, and 
we suspect the real one is the same original sin— 
the humble character of our present. Tlie king, 
however, has promised to take his farewell of us 
to-morrow morning ; and, thank God ! our health 
is so far established that we hope soon to accom 
plish the object of our undertaking, and retunf in 
safety to old England. 

Friday, May 21st.—Instead of a visit from the 
king, which we were yesterday told he was to 
honour us with, we were requested this morning 
to repair to his residence. Accordingly, having 
first saddled our horses and packed up the lug- 
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gage, between six and seven o’clock a.m., we 
walked together to the royal premises. On our 
arrival, we were introduced, witliout any cere¬ 
mony, into a private yard, wherein the king had 
been patiently waiting our coming for some time 
previously. He was rather plainly dressed in tlie 
costume of the country, namely, a tdbe, trousers, 
and sandals, with a cap very much resembling in 
shape those which were worn by elderly ladies 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and which are 
still retained by some in the more remote parts of 
England. On his right the eunuchs were reposing 
their huge limbs on the ground, with several of 
the elders of the people; and his left was graced 
by a circle of his young wives, behind whom sat 
the widows of more than one of his predecessors, 
many of whom appeared aged. A performer on 
a whistle was the only musician present, so that, 
during a very long interview', a little whistling 
now and then was the only amusement whieh the 
prince could afford us. A good deal of discussion 
ensued, and much serious whispering between the 
monarch and his wives, in the course of which 
both parties quitted the yard two or three times to 
hold a private conference, followed by the eunuchs 
with their hands clasped on their breasts. Man- 
solah at length scraped together two thousand 
cowries (about three shillings and sixpence of our 
money), which he presented to the four men that 

o 2 
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had accompanied us from Badagry and Jenna as 
messengers, guides, &c., to enable them to pur¬ 
chase provisions on their journey homeward. This 
sum had been collected from among the king’s 
wives, each having contributed a portion, because 
their lord and master did not happen to be in a 
liberal mood. Poor souls ! they possess scarcely 
the shadow of royalty, much less the substance; 
the exterior forms of respect which they receive 
from the male portion of the people alone distin¬ 
guishing them from their less illustrious country¬ 
women. They arc compelled to work in order to 
provide themselves food and clothing, and besides 
which part of the earnings is applied to the king’s 
use. To effect these objects tliey are necessitated 
to make long and painful journies to distant parts 
of the empire, for the purpose of trading. They 
have, however, the privilege of travelling from 
town to town without being subjected to the usual 
duty, and can command the use of the governor’s 
house wherever they go. The boasted industry 
of ancient queens and princesses in more classic 
regions sinks into nothing when compared to the 
laborious life which is led by the female branch of 
the royal family of Yarriba. 

Mansolah, after some time, beckoned to us to 
draw near him, for we were sitting at some dis¬ 
tance on a bundle of sticks, and with a most 
benevolent smile playing upon his wrinkled fea- 
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lures, he slowly, and with great solemnity, placed 
a goora nut in the right hand of each of us, and 
tlien asked our names. Richard and John, we 
rejilied. ‘ Richard-ee and John-ce,’ said the king, 
for he was unable to pronounce our Christian 
names without allixing a vowel to the end of 
them, ‘ you. may now sit down again.’ We did 
so, and remained in that posture till we were .both 
completely wearied, when we desired Ebo to 
ask the king’s permission for us to go home to 
breakfast, which was granted without reluctance. 
So, having shaken hands heartily with the good old 
man, and wished him a very long and happy reign, 
we bade him farewell for the last time, bowed to 
the ladies, and returned with all haste to our hut. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Departure from Katunga—Difficulties with the Carriers— 
Musicians of Atoopa—^Town of Keeshee—Curiosity of 
the Natives—The Falatah town of Acba-'-Character of 
its Inhabitants—^The Governor of Keeshee and his Wife 
—Their Superstition—Leave Keeshee—Robbers—Gross 
the Moussa—Change in the Country—^Escort from the 
King of Kiama—Arrival in that City. 

Considerable time elapsed before tlie carriers were 
ready to take up tlieir loads, and much inunnur- 
ing was occasioned by tlieir size and weight. We 
then left the city, and returned to "Eetcho by the 
way we had come. One of our horses became so 
weak on the road, that he was unable to carry 
his rider (old Pascoc), so that we were obliged to 
drive him along before us, which was a tiresome 
and unpleasant occupation. The journey from 
Katunga is lon^, and, owing to the ruggedness 
of the path, is very fatiguing; and as we were 
much in advance of the remainder of the party, 
we halted at Eetcholce until they joined us. Here 
we let our horseS graze, partook of some beer and 
other refreshment; and sat down on the turf to 

r y ourselves, for the day had been sultry and 
heat opjircssive, and our whole party were 
nearly exhausted. 
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Saturday, May 22d .—The Katunga carriers 
all complained of pains in their limbs this morn¬ 
ing, and on reaching Leoguadda, which lies mid- 
way between Eetcho and Atoopa, they placed their 
burdens on the ground, and, to a man, stoutly- 
refused to take them any further till to-morrow. 
Our own n;en also, who w-ere still more heavily- 
laden than they, had suffered so much from the 
long and irksome journey of yesterday, particu¬ 
larly Jowdie, who is the strongest and most 
alliletic of them all, that we greatly feared they 
would have been taken seriously ill on the road. 
We therefore lightened their burdens, and dis¬ 
tributed a portion of what we had taken out of 
them, into the boxes, &c., of their already over¬ 
laden Katunga associates, without, liowevcr, per¬ 
mitting the latter to know anything of the circum¬ 
stance. Among the carriers was a very little 
man, called Gazherie (small man) on account of 
his diminutive stature ; he was, notwithstanding, 
very muscular, and possessed uncommon strength, 
activity, and vigour of body, and bore a package, 
containing our tent, &c., which, though very heavy, 
was yet by far the lightest load of the whole. 
Conceiving tliat corporal strength, rather than 
bulk or height, should, in this case, be taken into 
account, a bag of shot, weighing 28 lbs. was 
extracted from Jowdic's burden, and clandes¬ 
tinely added to his. The little man trudged along 
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merrily- without dreaming of the fraud that liad 
been practised on him, till we arrived within a 
short distance of Leoguadda, when, imagining that 
One end of the tent felt much heavier than the 
Other, he was induced to take it from his head, 
and presently discovered the cheat, for tlie hag 
having been thrust simply inside tire covering, 
it could be seen without unlacing the j)aekage. 
He was much enraged at being thus deeeived, and 
called his companions around him to witness the 
fact, and said he w'as restdved to proceed no far¬ 
ther than Leoguadda. He then succeeded in 
persuading them to follow his oxain])le, and 
thus a kind of combination w'as instantly formed 
against us. 

As is usual with us on entering a village, we 
rested a little vvbilc under a shady tree in Leo¬ 
guadda, and here we were presently surrounded 
by the murmuring carriers, with the little man at 
their head. They were furious at first, and gave 
us to understand that they would go no further, and 
were determined, let the consequence be what it 
might, to remain in the town all night. Leo¬ 
guadda contained no accommodations whatever 
for us; a storm seemed to be gathering over our 
heads ; and Atoopa was the town in which the 
king of Katungahad advised us to spend the night. 
We resolved, therefore, to go onto that town, andi 
streuuog^sly endeavoured, by gentle means, to bring 



Cliap. V.] 


ATOOPA. 


201 


over the carriers to our views ; but these failing, we 
resorted to their own mode of argument, namely, 
fierce looks, violent action, vociferous bawling, 
and expressive gesture, which intimidated them so 
much, that they snatched u]> their burdens without 
saying a word, and ran away with alacrity and 
good humour. These carriers are to accompany 
ns as far as the frontier town of the kingdom. 

It is market-day at Atoopa, and at a distance of 
some miles from the town, the hum of human 
voices could be distinctly heard. .Just after our 
arrival, a man of note, who is a public singer and 
dancer, stood before the door of our hut to enter¬ 
tain us with a specimen of his. abilities; and he 
entered with so much warmth and agility into the 
spirit of his jirofession, tiiat his wliimsical per¬ 
formance really afforded us much diversion. The 
musician had two assistant drummers in his train, 
whose instruments were far from being unmusical, 
and likewise several other men, whose part was 
to keep time by clapping with their hands. The 
dancing was excellent of its kind, and resembled 
more the European style than any we had be¬ 
fore seen in the country. The singing was equally 
good, the voices of the men being clear and 
agreeable ; they sang the responses, and likewise 
accompanied the chanting of their master with 
their voices ; indeed, they performed their part of 
the entertainment to admiration. A fatdkie (a 
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smaller number than a gaffley) of merchants left 
Atoopa yesterday for Ki&ma, and it is likely that 
we shall overtake them at the next town. 

We omitted to mention in yesterday’s journal, 
that to our infinite astonishment we saw a middle- 
aged woman sitting on the road-side, the colour 
of whose skin was naturally as bright a red as 
a piece of our own scarlet cloth. We were in¬ 
formed that she was in good health; but we were 
in too great a hurry to ask her any questions, or 
take a nearer view of her person ; indeed, our 
guide seemed much disinclined to go within a 
hundred yards of her. She was a most singular 
looking being. 

Sunday^ May 23c/.—Though our horses were 
this morning in a very weak condition, and all 
looked extremely sorrowful, yet we quilted Atoopa 
at an early hour and in good spirits ; and journey¬ 
ing in a westerly direction, in two hours’ time we 
entered a lively little walled town, called Jiumbum. 
Here we dismounted, and took a slight refreshment 
of parched corn and water, on the trunk of a 
fallen tree. Bumbum is a great thoroughfare for 
fatdkies of merchants, trading from Hhussa, Bor- 
goo, and other countries, to Gonja ; and conse¬ 
quently a vast quantity of land is cultivated in its 
vicinity witli corn and yams, to suj^ply them with 
provisions. On quitting this town, our course 
altered to N.W., and continued so till our arrival 
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at the large and important town of Keeshee, which 
is on the frontiers of the kingdom, and distant 
from Atoopa only about twelve miles. It is sur¬ 
rounded by a double strong clay wall, and is 
in an excellent situation, as a place of security 
from the attacks of an enemy. Before entering 
this place, and at the distance of a mile from it, 
we passed through a clean, extensive, and highly 
flourishing Falatali village, called Acba, which, 
like most otlier j)laces in Yarriba inhabited by Fa- 
Idtahs, is well stocked with sheep and cattle. 

A governor of Keeshee died only ten days ago; 
and we were well received by his successor, 
who is an elderly and respectable looking man. 
Shortly after our arrival, he sent us a present of a 
fine young bullock, a quantity of yams, and more 
than a gallon of excellent strong beer. In the 
centre of the town there is a high stony hill, almost 
covered with trees of stunted growth, to which, 
in case of invasion by an enemy, the inhabitants 
fly for refuge. As soon as they have reached its 
summit, it is borne, say they, by a supernatural 
power beyond the clouds, where it remains till 
the danger is over. Some years have elapsed 
since this miracle last took 2 )Iace, yet the story 
is told with a serious belief of its truth, and 
with the most amusing gravity. About a quarter 
of a mile to the north-east of this marvellous hill, 
rises another, which very much resembles it in 
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shape and appearance; but tlie latter is rather 
larger and higher, and overlooks the country for 
many miles round. 

A great number of emigrants from different 
countries reside here; there are not a few from 
BorgoOj Nouffie, Haussa, and Bornou, and two 
or three Tuhricks, from the borders of tbe Groat 
Desert. To the w'est of the town is a picturesq^ue 
hill of a gentle ascent, on which are several small 
hamlets. These hamlets have a rural and emi¬ 
nently beautiful a})pearancc. In no tow n through 
which we have hitherto travelled, have we seen so 
many fine tall men and good-looking women, as at 
this place ; yet several individuals of both sexes 
are to be met with who have lost the sight of one 
eye, and others who have unseemly wens on the 
throat, as large as cocoa-nuts. We have likewise 
seen a cripple to-day for the first time, and a female 
dwarf' whose height scarcely exceeds thirty inches, 
and whose appearance bespeaks her to be be¬ 
tween thirty and forty years of age. Her head 
is disproportionably large to the size of her body ; 
her features, like her voice, are harsh, masculine, 
and unpleasant in the extreme. It would be ridi¬ 
culous to be afraid of such a diminutive thing; 
yet there was an expression in her countenance so 
peculiarly repulsive, unwomanly, and hideous, that 
on her approaching our hut, I felt a very unusual 
and disagreeable sensation steal over me. De- 
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scriptions of an elf or a black dwarf in the 
‘ Arabian Nights’ Entertainments,’ or modern 
European romances, would serve well to portray 
the form and lineaments of this singular little 
being. 

This is a market-day here, and I took a walk 
this evening to the place where the market is 
held ; but the crowd that gathered round me was 
so gi'eat, as to compel me to return home much 
sooner than I had intended. If I happened to 
stand still even for a moment, the people pressed 
by thousands to get close to me; and if I at¬ 
tempted to go on, they tumbled one over another 
to get out of my way, overturned standings and cala¬ 
bashes, threw down their owners, and .scattered their 
projierty about i)i all directions. Smiths welcomed 
me by clashing their iron tools against each other, 
and drummers by thumping violently upon one 
end of their instruments. A few women and 
children ran from me in a fright; but the majority, 
less timid, approached as near as they could to 
catch a glim])se of the first white man they had 
ever seen. My appearance seemed to interest 
them amazingly, for they tittereil and wished me 
■well, and turned about to titter again. On re¬ 
turning, the crowd became more dense than ever, 
and drove all before them like a torrent. Dogs, 
goats, sheep, and poultry were borne along 
against their will, which terrified them so much, 
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that nothing could he heard but noises of the 
most lamentable description ; children screamed, 
dogs yelled, sheep and goats bleated most piteously, 
and fowls cackled and fluttered from among the 
crowd. ’ And happy indeed was I to shelter 
myself from all this uproar in our own yard, 
whither the multitude dared not follow. 

The widows of the deceased chief of Keeshee 
daily set apart a portion of the twenty-four hours to 
cry for their bereavement, and pray to their gods. 
They began this evening in the same sad, mourn¬ 
ful tone which is commonly heard on similar 
occasions, all over the country. We asked our 
interpreter why the women grieved so bitterly. 
He answered quickly—‘ AVhat matter? they laugh 
directly,’ so I suppose they cry from habit rather 
than from feeling; and that they can shed tears 
and be merry in the same breath, wdienevcr they 
please. About seven o’clock this evening, we 
heard a public crier proclaiming with a loud voice, 
that should any one he discovered straggling about 
the streets after that hour, he would be seized 
and put to death. Many houses in the town have 
lately been set on fire by incendiaries, and this 
most likely has given rise to the above precau¬ 
tionary measure. 

Monday, May 24<A.—We have been compelled 
to remain here to-day, through the governor’s 
inability to procure us carriers for the luggage. 
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The number of people who have visited us to-day 
has been so great, and their company so irksome, 
that we were perplexed for some time how to get 
rid of them without olfence. One party in par¬ 
ticular was so unpleasant, and they so seriously 
incommoded us, that we had recourse to the un¬ 
usual expedient of smoking them oif, by kindling 
a fire at the door of our hut, before which they were 
sitting. It succeeded agreeably to our wishes. 

A company of women and girls from the Faldtah 
village of Acba, impelled by a curiosity so natural 
to their sex, came likewise to see us in the 
afternoon ; but their society, instead of being dis¬ 
agreeable, as the company of all our other visitors 
proved to be, was hailed by tis with pleasure. For 
these females are so modest and so retiring, and 
evince so much native delicacy in their whole be¬ 
haviour, that they excited in us the highest respect. 
Their personal attractions are no less winning. 
They have fine sparkling jetty eyes, with eye¬ 
lashes dark and glossy as the raven’s plume. 
Tlteir features are agreeable, although tlieir com¬ 
plexions are tawny. Their general form is ele¬ 
gant, their hands small and delicate; and the 
peculiar cleanliness of their persons, and neatness 
of dress added to these, rendered their society 
altogether as desirable as that of their neighbours 
was disagreeable. 

The Faldtahs inhabiting Acba were all bora and 
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bred in that town. Their ancestors settled in the 
country at so remote a period, that, although we 
made inquiries resjMJcting it, our questions were 
unavailing, and in fact, not even a tradition has 
been. preserved on the subject. These ‘ children 
of the soil’ lead a harmless, tranquil, and sober 
life, which they never suffer passing events to dis¬ 
turb. They have no ambition to join their more 
restless and enterprising countrymen who have 
made themselves masters of Alorie and K&ka, nor 
even to meddle in the private or public concerns of 
their near neighbours of Keeshee. Indeed they 
have kept themselves apart and distinct from all; 
they have retained the language of their fathers 
and the simplicity of their manners, and their ex¬ 
istence glides serenely and happily away, in the 
enjoyment of the domestic pleasures and social 
tenderness which are found in civilized society, 
and which are unknown among their roving coun¬ 
trymen. Tlicy arc on the best possible terms with 
their neighbours, like the Falatalis at Bdhoo, and 
by them they are held in great rcs))cct. 

The governor of Keeshee is a Borgoo man, 
and boasts of being the bosom friend of Yarro, 
chief of Kiama; but as the old man told us many 
wonderful stories of the number of towns under his 
sway,amazing power, great influence, and 
the entire subjection in which bis own people 
were kept by his own good government, all of 
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which we listened to with patience, we are in¬ 
clined to believe that the governor's pretensions 
are as hollow as they are improbable. As to 
his government, he gave us a specimen of it 
by bawling to a group of children that had fol¬ 
lowed our steps into the yard, to go about their 
business. But every one in this country displays 
this ridiculous vanity ; and in most of the towns 
we have visited, it was the first great care of their 
chiefs to impress on our minds an idea of their 
vast importajice, which in many instances was 
refuted by their ragged tubes and squalid ap¬ 
pearance. Yet, if thdir own accounts are to be 
credited, their affluence and power are unbounded. 
To this vainglorious feeling they sacrifice truth, 
whicli in almost all cases they higJily reverence, 
and make themselves truly ridiculous by their 
absurdities. In our case, however, they had 
white men and strangers to deal with; and 
j)erhaps it is natural, among simple barbarians, 
to court admiration and aj)plause, even though 
tlicy employ no other means than exaggeration 
and falsehood. After a deal of talking, much 
more indeed than we can now remember, the 
governor of Keeshee begged the favour of a little 
rum and medicine to heal his foot, which is 
inclined to swell and give him pain ; and requested 
that we would repair a gun which had been de¬ 
prived of its stock by fire. He then sang us a 
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ditty in praise of elephants and tliefi*' 
vhich he was assisted by his cane-beaixaf^j^J' 
afterwards took his leave. We have received 
presents of goora nuts, salt, honey, mi-cadania 
butter, &c., from several of the inhabitants of the 
town. It was new moon on Saturday, and from 
the rains which have since fallen, it is likely that 
henceforth we shall have much wet weather. 

Tuesday, May ’ibth .— Some Mallams, and 
others who wish to accompany us to Ki^ma, 
whither they arc going for the purposes of trade, 
persuaded the easy-minded governor last night to 
defer getting us carriers till to-morrow, because, 
forsooth, they are not prepared to travel to-day. 
We are therefore obliged to await the further 
pleasure of these influential merchants. Thus 
balked in our expectations, after our luggage had 
all been packed up for our starting, I endeavoured 
to amuse myself early in the morning, by scram¬ 
bling to the top of the high and steep hill which 
stands in the middle of the town. In my progress 
I disturbed a tiger-cat from his retreat among the 
rocks, but was rewarded for my labour by an 
extensive and agreeable prospect from the summit 
of this mountain, which 1 found to consist of large 
blocks of white marble. Tire town, with its dou¬ 
ble wal|, perforated with holes for bowmen to 
shoot tmbugh, lay at my feet, and several little 
rural vUlages studded the country on every side. 
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The governor of Keesliee is so old and infirm, 
that it is evident he has not many years to live. 
I gave him a lotion yesterday for a swollen foot, 
which greatly elated one or two of his attendants, 
and their animated looks and gestures bespoke 
hearts overflowing with grateful feelings, so much 
so indeed, that we remarked the circumstance as 
being of rare occurrence. This morning, a young 
man, one of the number, visited us with a coun¬ 
tenance so rueful, and s]>oke in a tone so low and 
melancholy, that his whole appearance was com¬ 
pletely altered, insomuch that vve were desirous to 
learn what evil had befallen him. The cause of it 
was soon explained by his informing us that he 
would be doomed to tlie with two comj^anions, as 
soon as their governor’s dissolution should take 
place ; and as the old man lias already one foot in 
the grave, the poor fellow’s sadness was not to 
be wondered at. When this same individual and 
his associates olfserved me giving the lotion to 
their master yesterday, they imagined it would 
prolong his existence, and consequently lengthen 
their own ; and hence arose that burst of feeling 
which had attracted our attention. The people here 
imagine we can do anything, but more especially 
that we are acquainted with, and can cure all the 
complaints and disorders to which man is liable. 

The governor solicited a charm of us to-day, 
to preserve his house from the effects of lire, and 
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cause him to become rich ; while one of his 
elderly wives made a doleful complaint of having 
been likel)’^ to become a mother for the last 
thirty years, and begged piteously for medicine 
fo promote and assist her accouchement. We 
could satisfy the old man easily enough, but his 
wife’s hypochondriacal complaint we conceived 
too dangerous to be meddled with by unj)rofes- 
sional hands. Poor woman, she is much to be 
pitied, for the od<l delusion under which she has 
been labouring so long a time has given her con¬ 
siderable uneasiness, so that life itself has become 
a burden to her. All that we could do for her, was 
to soothe her mind, by telling her that her distemper 
was very common, and not at all dangerous, and 
promising, that on our return this way, should 
nothing transpire in her favour in the mean time, 
we would endeavour to remove the cause of her 
comj)laint. This comforted tlie aged matron 
exceedingly, and, in the fulness of her heart, she 
burst into tears of joy, dropped on her knees to 
express her acknowledgment, and pressed us to 
accept of a couple of goora nuts. 

Our engaging female friends, the Faldtahs, 
paid us a second visit this morning with bowls of 
milk and foorah ; and in the evening a few of 
their niale companions also came, and remained 
with us a considerable time. Both sexes dis¬ 
played 'the same timid reserve in our presence. 
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and deported lljemsclvcs in the same respectful 
manner, tliat they did yesterday. It appears that 
the Fahltahs inhabiting Acba, though very nume¬ 
rous, arc but one family, for m'c are told that their 
ancestor separated himself from his friends, rela¬ 
tives, and acquaintances, and exiling himself for 
ever from .his native country, he travcdlcd hither 
with his wives and tdiildrcn, his flochs and herds- 
The sons and daughters of his descendants inter¬ 
marry only among their own kindred; and they 
are betrothed to cacdi other in infancy and child- 
heod. The little that I have seen of Fahltahs in 
Van’iba has convinced me that in all things they 
are mucli, very much superior to the loveless and 
unsocial jn’ojn'ietors of the soil. Their coun¬ 
tenances bespeak more intelligence, and their 
manners disjday less roughness and barbarism. 
The domestic virtues of the Faldtahs are also 
more afl‘i;ctionate and endearing, and their lamily 
regulations more chaste and binding. 

IVeducsday-, May 2&th .—We arose before sun¬ 
rise this moniing, and having little to do in the 
way of preparation for setting out, vve took a 
hasty breakfast, and afterw'ards went to pay our 
respects to the governor, and thank him for his 
hospitality and goodness to us. On return¬ 
ing to our lodgings, we had the pleasure of re¬ 
ceiving the morning salutation of our fair friends 
the Falktahs on bended knee. Resolved to have 
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another and a ];ist chat with the wlnte stranfxcrs, 
these females had come for the jnirpose of offer¬ 
ing us two calabashes of new milk. This, and 
former little acts of kindness, which we have 
received from these dark-eyed maidens, have 
effectually won our regal’d, because we know they 
were disinterestedly given ; and tiie few minutes 
which we have had the lia])))iness of spending in 
their company, and that of their countrymen, have 
redeemed many hours of lisllessness and melan¬ 
choly, which absence from our native country, and 
thoughts of home and friends, but too often excite 
in our breasts. It was therefore not without a 
feeling of sorrow that we bade tbcui adieu. For 
my own part, wIkmi tlicy blrsa<;d mein the name of 
Alla and their projibct, and inijdored blessings on 
my head, and when T gazed u) )on the faces of the 
simple-hearted and innocent females who had so 
piously and fervently invoked the benediction, 
with the consciousness of beholding tli(‘m no more 
in this life, my heart ivas touched with sorrow ; 
for of all reflections, this is certainly the most 
melancholy and dispiriting! 

‘ Ye, who have known what ’fis to dote upon 
A few dear olyects, will in sadness feel 
Sucli partings break the heart they fondly hoped to heal 1’ 

There was less of feeling and tenderness, certainly, 
tKough moni&ords and much greater noise in 
Hiking our'fsipvell of the two old messengers that 
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had accompanied us from Badagry, and who, with 
the Jenna guides, wilJ return homewards to-mor- 
row'. They have behaved themselves throughout 
to our hearts’ desire; and because they had been 
our companions in a long and painful journey, 
and because their faces had become familiarized 
to us, we left them behind with sincere regret. 

Althoug’li wc left Keeshee between six and 
seven in the morning, we were obliged to seat our¬ 
selves on a green turf in the outskirts of the town, 
and wait Uktc till a quarter after nine before the 
carriers witli the luggage made their appearance. 
*IIc:rc we were joined l)y a Borgoo fatakie, and 
our e:irs were saluted with the hoarse, dull sounds 
of their drum, which was played ])y a ragged one- 
eyed Yarribean long after w e w'ero on our journey. 
A company of merchants trading through the 
country has always a drummer in their pay, w-ho 
walks at th(^ head of the ])arty, and performs on 
liis instrument continually, be the journey ever so 
long, for the purpose of animating the slaves to 
quicken their steps. 

Our route lay through a vast and lonely forest, 
infested by bands of robbers, and in which there 
is not a single human habitation. My brother 
went unarmed before the fatakie, and travelled 
alone, whilst I remained behind to defend the car¬ 
riers in case of necessity. He had already rode 
some distance in advance of us, when about twenty 
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very suspicious-looking fellows, armed with lances 
and bows and arrows, suddenly made their ap¬ 
pearance from behind the trees, where they had 
concealed themselves, and stood in the middle of 
the path before the men with the luggage, who 
were so terrified, that they were preparing to drop 
their burdens and run away. My gun being 
loaded, I levelled it at them, and had nearly dis¬ 
charged it at the leader, which intimidated them all 
so much, that they retreated again into the heart 
of the forest. When the people of Varriba' ob¬ 
serve any one approaching them on the road, 
whose appearance inspires them with apprehen¬ 
sion as to the honesty of his intentions, they fling 
off their loads without waiting the residt of the 
meeting, and take to their heels without venturing 
to look behind them. The robbers, therefore, 
when they saw our people, no doubt, expected to 
obtain an easy booty; not antici})ating to find a 
white man among them, nor thinking that our 
carriers would have made a stand. 

We journeyed fifteen miles through this dreaded 
forest, which occupied us five hours and three- 
quarters, owing to tlic weakness of our horses and 
want of water, but above all to the oppressive heat 
of the weather, from which we all suffered more or 
less. We then arrived at the Mousna, which is a 
rivulet separating the kingdom of Yarriba from 
Having satisfied our thirst and bathed. 
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we crossed tlie stream, and entered a little village 
on the northern bank, where we halted for the day. 

When travelling in iJie bush, several men in the 
train of a faltthie wear a large iron ring on the 
thumb and middle finger. To the latter a piece of 
plate iron is attached, with which they make signals 
to each other and thewhen apart by clink¬ 
ing the rings. This method of communication is 
verjf significant, and it is uiidor.stood as well, and 
is as promptly answered or obeyed, as our boat¬ 
swain’s whistie. The collision of the rings ]>ro- 
duces a harsh, grating noise, loud enough to be 
heard at a considerable distance. 

The mere crossing of a little stream, which a 
person might almost Jump over, has introduced us 
into a country very different from Yarriba, which is 
inhabited by a difl'erent pcojile, who speak a diffe¬ 
rent language, jtrofess a different religion, and 
whoso manners, customs, amusements, and pur¬ 
suits, arc altogether different. The village in 
which we arc stopping is called Mmissa, after the 
river, and is distant from Keeshee, in a northerly 
direction, as nearly as we can guess, about sixteen 
miles. AYc occupy a large round hut, called by 
the natives of this countr)’^ Calamha, in the Haussa 
language Zowley, and in Bomou Coozie. In the 
centre of it is the trunk of a large tree, w'hich sup¬ 
ports the roof; it has two apertures for doors, whicJ.i 
are opposite each other; and directly over them, 



S18 


MOtTSSA. 


[Chap. V. 


suspended from the wall, are a couple of cljarms, 
written in the Arabic character on bits of paper, 
which are to preserve the premises from being de¬ 
stroyed by fire. It is now eleven v. M.; our at¬ 
tendants, with several of their fellow travellers, are 
reposing on mats and skins in various parts of the 
hut. Bows and arrows, and quivers ornamented 
with cows’ tails, together with muskets, pistols, 
swords, lances, and other weajjons, are cither 
hanging on the wall or resting against it. The 
scene is wild and singular, and quite romantic. 
Outside our hut it is 5 X“t inore striking. There, 
though it rains and thunders, the remainder of the 
fatakie, consisting of men, women, and children, 
ai'c sitting on the ground in groups or sleeping 
near several large fires, which are burning almost 
close to the hut, whilst others are lying under the 
shelter of large spreading trees in its immediate 
vicinity. Their only aj)parel is dra\m over their 
half naked persons ; their woaj)ons are at their 
sides, and their horses are grazing near them. 
Most of the people have gone to rest without food; 
yet they sleep soundly, and appear quite happy 
and comfortable after their day’s exertion and 
fatigue. One of our men fainted on the road 
to-day from exhaustion, and is now feverish and 
iXBwell. 

■ Thursday, May 21th ,—^There is a sweetness in 
the mountain air and a dewy fi-eshness in the 
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morning-, vvliicli we experienced to-day with con¬ 
siderable pleasure on ascending the hills which 
border the northern side ol‘ the pretty little Moussa, 
When wild beasts, tired with their nightly prowl¬ 
ing, seek retirement and repose in the lonely 
depths of these primeval forests, and when birds, 
perched on the branches of trees over our heads, 
warble forth their morning song, it is the time 
that makes up for the languid, wearisome hours in 
the heat of the day, when nothing can amuse and 
nothing interest us. It is in the earlier part of 
the morning, too, or in the cool of the evening, 
that nature can be leisurely contemplated and ad¬ 
mired in the simple loveliness of a verdant plain, 
a sequestered grotto, or a rijipling brook; or in 
the wilder and more mysterious features of her 
beauty in the height of a craggy precipice, the 
silence and gloom of vast shady woods, or when 
those woods are gracefully bending to the 2)ass- 
ing gale. 

An hour’s ride brought us near the site of a 
tomi which was formerly ])(x»pled only by rob¬ 
bers. It was, however, destroyed some years ago, 
and its inhabitants either slain or dispersed, by 
order of the jnesent s])irited ruler of Kiama, 
since which time tlie road has been less dreaded 
by travellers. Our 2»ath lay through a rich coun¬ 
try, covered with luxuriant grasses and fine trees, 
but very little underwood could be seen. It 
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abounds plentifully with deer and antelopes, and 
other wild animals of a more ferocious nature, such 
as the lion, the leopard, the elephant, the wild 
ass, &c. ; but the solitary lowing of a buft'alo was 
the only sound that we distinguished in the forest, 
and we had not the pleasure of meeting even with 
this animal. 

At eleven o’clock we entered a very small and 
cleanly-looking village, where we halted for the 
day. Unfortunately its governor, with most of 
the people, were at w ork in the fields at some dis¬ 
tance, so that we could get nothing to eat till 
rather late in the evening. It appears that these 
poor villagers arc forced to supply the soldiers of 
their sovereign with jjrovisions gratis, whenever 
business leads them so far this way from the ca¬ 
pital ; and that in order to avoid the rapacity of 
these men, they have built another hamlet in the 
W’oods, far out of the way of the path, whither 
they carry their goats, &c., and the corn of which 
they may not be in immediate want. 

On arriving, we were introduced into a small 
grass hut, which smoke has clianged into the 
most glossy black wc have ever seen; and the 
interior of its roof is ingeniously decorated with 
large festoons of cobweb and dust, which must 
have been accumulating for a number of years. 
Its fetish is a dried grasshopper, which is pre¬ 
served in a little calabash; but as if this were 



Chap. V.] ESCORT FROM KIAMA. 221 

insufficient to protect it from all the damages to 
which huts in this country are constantly exposed, 
auxiliary charms of blood and feathers are like¬ 
wise stuck on the inside of the wall. At sunset, 
not having anything to cal, 1 went out into the 
wood with my gun, and was fortunate enough to 
shoot a few cloves; and Paskoe, who went in a 
different direction, shot a Guinea hen, which made 
us an excellent 8U])per. Hunger had driven back 
our Kceshee carriers, who were to liavc accom¬ 
panied US to Kiama, ancl therefore we have been 
obligcid to send a messenger to Yarro, for men to 
supply their place. Late in the evening, the go¬ 
vernor of the village returned from his labour in 
the fields, and presented us with corn and honey. 

Friday, May 2Sth .—In the forenoon, the. 
musical jingling of little bells announced the 
aj)proach of a body of horsemen, who in less than 
a minute galloped up to our hut, and saluted us 
one after another w'ith a martial air, by brandish¬ 
ing their spears, to our great discomfiture, within 
a few feel of our faces. To display their horse¬ 
manship the more effectually, they caused their 
spirited steeds to prance and rear in our presence ; 
and when they imagined we were convinced of 
their abilities, they dismounted to prostrate them¬ 
selves before us, and acquaint us of the welfare of 
their prince. The carriers who had arrived from 
Kidraa, had preceded them on the road, and the 
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whole of the men now sat dovm to partake of a 
little refreshment. It was twelve o’clock exactly 
when we set out on our journey, and the day being 
so far advanced, we wished to make all the haste 
possible, but the weather was extremely warm, and 
our horses were hardly strong enough to carry 
their riders, so that we were obliged, after all, to 
travel very slowly. At five p. m. we reached the 
ruins of a small town. The path was through the 
same forest as yesterday ; but this part of it is less 
thickly wooded. At one place we remarked two 
immensely large trees, springing up almost close 
together; their mighty trunks and branches were 
twisted, and firmly clasped round each other, like 
giants in the act of embracing, and presented an 
appearance highly novel and singular. Ant-hills 
were numerous in the road; and a few paces 
from it, we observed, as we rode along, little cone- 
shaped mud-buildings, erected by the natives for 
the purpose of smelting iron ore, w'hich is 
found in abundance in different parts of the 
country. At sunset we arrived at a village 
called Benikenny^ which means, in the language 
of the people, ‘ a cunning man;’ and found there 
three women waiting our arrival with com and 
milk from the King of Kiama: this was very 
acceptable, for we had been without food thirteen 
hours. We rested at Benikenny a little, ttnd 
fully expected to have slept there, for the afterndow. 
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Lad feeen excessively warm, and we were all 
much fatigued. But our armed escort were 
not in the same way of thinking as ourselves, 
and they encouraged us to proceed to another 
village, which they said was at no great distance. 
We therefore quitted Benikenny; yet no village 
could be seen; and then the escort confessed that 
tliey had deceived us, in order that we might arrive 
at Klama before night. The sun had gone down 
on our quitting the halting-place; but the moon and 
stars supplied us with a cooler and more agreeable 
light; and we journeyed on through the forest 
more slowly than before. In spite of our fatigue, 
we could not help admiring the serenity and beauty 
of the evening, nor be insensible to the delicious 
fragrance shed around from trees and shrubs. 
The appearance of our warlike and romantic escort 
was also highly amusing. They were clad in the 
fashion of the East, and sought their way between 
the trees on our right and left; but sometimes 
they fell in our rear, and then again dashed sud¬ 
denly by us with astonishing swiftness, looking as 
wild as the scenery through which their chargers 
bounded. The efiect was rendered more imposing 
by the reflection of tlie moon-beams from their 
polished spears and the pieces of silver which are 
affixed to their caps, while the luminous fire-fly 
appeared in the air like rising and falling particles 
of flame. 
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My brother’s horse was unable, from weakness 
and exhaustion, to carry him farther tVian Beni- 
kenny, so that he was obliged to walk the remainder 
of the journey to Kidma, which is full six miles. 
About eight o'clock Kiama appeared before us, 
and in a few minutes we entered the city, and rode 
directly to the king’s house. He came out to 
receive us after we had been waiting outside a 
very short time, and welcomed us with much 
satisfaction and good will. He is an elderly man, 
almost toothless, and has a beard as white as 
wool. We observed nothing remarkable in Ins 
dress or appearance. His first question was con¬ 
cerning the health of our sovereign, and his second 
and last respecting our own welfare. He seemed 
to be exceedingly well pleased at seeing me again. 
We then took our leave, and were conducted by 
one of his slaves to a hut, or rather an assemblage 
of huts, adjoining his own residence. But they 
were not entirely to our satisfaction, for many of 
them had only one aperture in each, which was 
scarcely three feet square; so that we could not 
get into them excepting on our hands and knees. 
They were, besides, so very close and warm, that 
we found great difficulty in breathing; and we 
preferred a hut which was cooler and better ven¬ 
tilated, though it had the inconvenience of a 
iJioroughfare. No sooner were we securely boused, 
than half a dozen of the king’s wives introduced 
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themselves with huge calabashes of sour milk, 
fried pancakes, and beef stewed in rice, the first 
we have yet seen. Various coloured mats of 
excellent workmanship were afterwards brought 
for our use; apd with thankful hearts and com¬ 
fortable feelings, we lay down to rest. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

Ki&ina—Visit to the King—^Wooden Figtu’cs—Yarro’s Hut 
—His objection to the former route to Wowow being 
adopted by the Travellers—Instance of Native Friendship 
—Mohammedan Priests—their Character^—Tradition of 
the Faliitahs—(’eremouies of the Bebuu Sulah—Cele¬ 
bration of the Festival—Native Horse-racing—^The 
King’s Sons—Poisonous Lizard—Superstition of the Na¬ 
tives—Compai'ison between the Natives of Borgoo and 
Yarriba—Traits of Character—Falatahs—^Law relating 
to them. 

Saturday^ May 29ih .—Tired with yesterday’s 
journey, we lay on our mats rather later than 
usual, and before we’had arisen, the king’s mes¬ 
sengers and others entered our hut to give tis the 
salutations of the morning. I returned Yarro’s 
compliment by calling to sec him at his own 
house, wi.ile my brother remained at home to take 
care of the goods. The natives of the country 
having a very indiflerent reputation for honesty, 
compels us to keep a watchful eye over all their 
actions. A number of Mallams from Haussa 
paid UB a visit about the middle of the day; but 
a bc^y of more ignorant Mohammedans, I should 
supIpQse, can nowhere be found, for not one of 
theo^, even to their chief, who has a youthful ap- 
ffettrance, understands a word of Arabic. 
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Just before sunset, my brother selected a present, 
consisting of the following articles, for the king, 
viz., six yards of red cloth, a quantity of printed 
cottons, a pair of silver bracelets, a looking-glass, 
two pairs of scissors, a knife, two combs, and a 
tobacco-pipe. The goods having been properly 
secured, we repaired with this present to the king, 
who received it with much apparent satisfaction. 

Yarro professes the Mohammedan faith, yet it 
is easy to perceive the very slender acquaintance 
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lie lias obtaineil of tlie precepts of the Koran, by 
the confidence which he still places in the religion 
of his fathers, in placing fetishes to guard tlie 
entrance of his houses, and adorn their half 
naked walls. In one of the huts we observed a 
stool of very curious workmanship. The form of 
it is nearly square ; the two principal sides are 
each supported by four little wooden figures of 
men; and another of large dimensions, seated on 
a clumsy representation of a hippopotamus, is 
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placed between them. These images were subse¬ 
quently presented to us by I'arro, and we learnt 
that the natives, before undertaking any water ex¬ 
cursion, applied for protection from the hippopo¬ 
tami and other dangers of the river to the principal 
figure, which is represented as mounted on one of 
those creatures. This important personage is at¬ 
tended by his musicians, and guarded by soldiers, 
some armed with muskets, and others with bows 
and arrows, who formed the legs of the stool. In 
the annexed sketch, which is about one-seventh the 
size of the original, he has been placed on the top 
of the stool, that the view of him might not be in¬ 
terrupted. 

Jn an inner apartment wc, discovered Yarro sit¬ 
ting alone on buffalo hides ; and we were desired to 
place ourselves near him. I’he walls of this apart¬ 
ment were adorned with very good prints of our most 
gracious sovereign George the Fourth, his late royal 
brother the Duke of York, Lord Nelson, tlie Duke 
of Wellington on horseback, together with an officer 
in the Light Dragoons, in company with a smartly 
dressed and happy-looking English lady. Oppo¬ 
site to them were hung horse accoutrements; and 
on each side were dirty scraps of paper containing 
select sentences from the Koran. On the floor 
lay muskets, several handsomely ornamented 
la^ef, and other weapons, all confusedly heaped 
tdj|;e^er by the side of a large granite stone used 
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for pounding pepper. These were the most strik¬ 
ing objects we observed in the king’s hut; ad¬ 
joining which were others, through whose dimi¬ 
nutive doors Yarro’s wdves were straining their 
eyes to catch a glimpse of our persons. 

Wlicn w'e spoke of proceeding to Ykoorie by 
way of "\Yowow and Boossa, the king objected 
to our visiting the former state under any con¬ 
sideration, alleging that three of the slaves who 
carried the goods for Captain Clapperton had 
never returned to him again, but had remained 
at Wovvow, where they were protected by the 
governor Mohammed; and that if he should send 
others with us to tliiit place, they might do the 
same. He therefore jiroinises to send us to 
Boossit^n four days’ time by another road. In¬ 
dependently of the above consideration, the king 
is highly incensed against the ruler of Wowow 
for liarsh treatment of the widow Zuma, who is 
Ills friend and relative, and who has lately fled to 
Booss^ for the purpose of claiming the protection 
of the king of that country. 

It is said that Yarro’s father, the late king of 
Kiama, during his lifetime, enjoyed the friend¬ 
ship of an Arab from the desert, which was re¬ 
turned with equal warmth and sincerity. A simi¬ 
larity of dispositions and pursuits produced a 
mutual interchange of kind actions ; their friend¬ 
ship became so great, that the king was never. 
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happy except when in the Arab’s company; and 
as a proof of his esteem and confidence, he gave 
him his favourite daughter in marriage. The 
fruit of this alliance is the restless widow Zuma, 
and hence her relationship to the present monarch 
of Kifima. To return to his father and the Arab : 
their friendship lasted until the death of the latter. 
Tlie king, however, was inconsolable for his loss, 
and looked around him in vain for some one to 
supply the place ©f hfe friend; but the ardour of 
his affections was too strong, and led by the hope 
of following his friend to another world, he com¬ 
mitted suicide. This is the most affecting instance 
of genuine friendship, and indeed the only one, 
that has come to our hearing since we have been 
in the country. Yarro is much attache^^to the 
widow Zuma; and she would have fled hither, in¬ 
stead of going to Boossk, if her intentions had 
not been suspected, and her actions narrowly 
watched by the ruler of Wowow. 

Sunday,, May ^Oth .—Unwilling as we always 
are to break the proper observance of the Sabbatli, 
we were nevertheless, compelled this forenoon to 
submit to the mortification of cleaning and polish¬ 
ing a sword and pistol, which were sent ,us for 
that purpose by the king against the apj)roaching 
Mahon§||i.edan festival. Yarro shortly afterwards 
S|»t us^ turkey, and one of his women presented 
us with a roasted badger, a quantity of yams. 
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&c., for the use of one of our people. This 
evening the king’s wives unanimously bestowed 
a severe reprimand on their husband for neglect¬ 
ing to offer them a portion of a bottle of rum 
which we gave him yesterday ; and they scolded 
so lUv'stily, that the noise was heard outside the 
wall surrounding their huts, which led us to make 
the discovery. To appease the indignation of 
these ladies, and to reconcile them to their loss, 
I presented them with a fo\y beads and some 
other trifles ; but we much doubt their efficacy. 

Monday, May 31 si.—Jt is supposed that the 
ruler of Wowow will make war on this state as 
soon as he shall be made acquainted with the fact 
of our being in Borgoo without having visited 
him. Although it is within the dominions of the 
King of Boossh, who is acknowledged to be the 
greatest of the sovereigns of Borgoo, Wowow is 
reported to have lately received a body of Nouffie 
horse soldiers, consisting of eight hundred men, 
which has rendered its chief more powerful than 
either of his neighbours. These soldiers are the; 
remnant of the army of Ederesa (the Edrisi of 
Captain Clapperton), who is the rightful heir to 
the throne of Nouffie: they deserted him in his 
misfortunes, and sought a refuge in Wowow from 
the fury of their successful countrymen, leaving 
their leader to his fate. Shortly after my return 
to England, it is reported that Magia, who is a 
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younger son of the late king of NouiBe, was rein¬ 
forced by soldiers from Soccatoo; that he took 
immediate advantage of the panic into which this 
intelligence had thrown his brother, by attacking 
and .routing his army, and expelling both him and 
them from their native country. Ederesa was for 
some time after a wanderer; but at length, he is 
said to have ftuind an asyluna with one of the 
chiefs of a state near the kingdom of Benin, where 
he now resides in tranquillity and retirement- 
We receive visits almost every hour of the day 
from a number of Mohammedan Msillams residing 
at Kidma, as well as from those merchants who 
formed part of the fatakie that accompanied U8 
through the forest from Keeshec. The former 
sent two young boys this afternoon to pray 
for us, in the expectation wc believe of obtain¬ 
ing something more substantial than thanks for 
the good tliat might result to us from their chari¬ 
table remembrance of the frailty of our nature. 
The boys dropped on their knees, and recited 
the lesson that they had been taught without 
committing a blunder; but a few needles was 
the only recompense we thought proper to make 
them, so that it is not likely their masters will 
desii|^ any more prayers to be offered at the shrine 
of thfSr Prophet for Christians so illiberal and 
irr «li|ibus. Of all the vices of which these Mo- 
haiimiedan priests are guilty (and by all accounts 
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they are not a few), slander and defamation of cha¬ 
racter appear to be by far the most general. 
Never do we hear a Mallam speak of his neigh¬ 
bours in terms of common respect. By his account 
they are all the vilest creatures under the sun, not 
one escaping the lash of his censure. ‘ Avoid 
that nian^’ said a complacent and comfortable¬ 
looking old Mahommedan last night, pointing to 
one of his comi)anions as he quitted the hut, (he had 
just blessed him in the name of Alla,) ‘ for, believe 
me, he will take every opportunity of deceiving 
you; and if you go so far as to trust him with any 
of your property, he will cheat you of every 
cowrie.’ The venerable s]»aker hatl a quantity of 
gilt buttons, nearly new, in his possession, which 
we had given him to sell, for we are frequently 
obliged to make such shifts for a meal, and when 
his invective was finished, he arose to take his 
leave : but the self-righteous priest had neglected, 
in the hurry of discourse, to secure a few buttons 
w’hicli he had jmrloiued, for as he stood up they 
dropped from the folds of his garment on the floor. 
The man’s confusion was immediately apparent, 
but we did not wish to punish him further by in¬ 
creasing his shame, and we suffered him to go 
about his business in the belief that the circum¬ 
stance had wholly escaped our observation. Gilt 
buttons fetch a high price here (from two to three 
hundred cowries each); and as we have a great 
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they will be of infinite service to ns. Women use 
buttons to ornament their necks, fingers, and 
wrists ; and they imagine that the brightest of 
them are made of gold. 

A man arrived at the king’s house tliis evening 
with the information that Doncassdn, the ex-king 
of Hkussa, has recently retaken no less than twelve 
towns in that empire from the Falatahs, in which 
he was greatly assisted by the sheik of Bornou. 
The Falfitahs have a tradition that when Danfodio 
(Bello’s father, and the first king of Soccatoo) 
was a simple shej)herd, he made avow to the great 
author of evil, that if he would assist him in sub¬ 
jugating the kingdom of Hkussa, he would be liis 
slave for ever after. Danfodio’s request, they say, 
was complied with on his own conditions, but for 
no longer than thirty years, after which the abo¬ 
rigines of the country were to regain ibeir liberty, 
and re-establish their ancient laws and institutions. 
The term is now nearly exjdred, and the Falatahs 
begin already, say the llaussa men, to tremble 
with apprehensions at the prospect of this tradition 
being realized. 

Tuesday, June l.«i.—This is the eve of the 
‘ Bebun Sklah,’ or ‘ Great Prayer Day,’ and 
is generally employed by the Mussulmen in 
Ki^a in making prejrarations for a festival 
whi^will commence to-morrow, and be continued 
till the evening of the next day. Every one here, 
who possesses the means, is obliged to slaughter 
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cither a bullock or sheep on the anniversary of this 
day; and those who may not have money sufficient 
to procure a whole bullock or sheep, are compelled 
to jtuvchase a portion of the latter, at least, for the 
purpose of showing proj>er respect and reverence 
for the ‘ Bebun S&lah.’ The Mohammedan 
Mallams,,on this occasion, make a practice of 
slaughtering the sheep which may have been their 
companion in their peregrinations during the past 
year, and as soon as the holidays are over, they 
procure another to sup])ly its jdace, and, at the 
return of the festival, to undergo a similar fate. 
The couij)any of one of these animals is pre¬ 
ferred by the natives to that of a dog. 

At sunrise to-morrow, all the Mussulmen in 
Kidma, with the king at their head, will repair 
to a convenient spot, about a mile on the road to 
Wovvow, for the purpose of publicly performing 
their devotions. Presently after returning from 
thence, horse-racing and other sports will be 
indulged in by all classes of the inhabitants, who 
are already filled with joy at the bare anticipation 
of the divei'sions. 

A company of eight or ten drummers awoke us 
this morning by the dismal noise of their drums, 
and bv the exclamation of—‘ Tarawa awazhie!* 

a 

signifying, ‘ White men ! we wish you fortune;’ 
which was repeated in a high, shrill tone every 
minute. 
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Last night Kiama was visited by a thunder¬ 
storm, which continued with dreadful violence for 
many hours; and the torrents of rain which fell 
threatened to overwhelm us in our hut. Before 
we were aware of it, the water had rushed in at 
the door, and had completely soaked our mats and 
bedj-clothes, setting every light article in the room 
afloat. After much trouble, we succeeded in drain¬ 
ing it off, and preventing its further ingress, when, 
we lit a large fire in the centre of the hut, and laid 
ourselves down by the side of it to sleep. It also 
rained heavily again this morning; and to all ap¬ 
pearances, the wet season has at length fairly set in. 
If this be the case, it will be next to impossible 
to travel much farther; and if we be fortunate 
enough to reach Yboorie, w'e shall be obliged to 
remain there some time till the roads shall have 
become sufficiently liard and dry for our future 
progress. We have only to ho^e that the rains 
may not be so incessant at their •oommencement, 
as to render the path to Yaoorie impassable. 

iVednesday, June. 2nd .—The tlireatening ap¬ 
pearance of the weather prevented tlie Moham¬ 
medans from repairing to the s])Ot which they 
had selected for the purposes of devotion, so 
early in the morning as they could have wished ; 
but the clouds having dispersed, they had all as¬ 
sembled there between the hours of nine and ten. 
The worshippers arranged themselves in six lines 
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or rows, the women forming the last, and sat 
down on as many ridges of earth, which had ap¬ 
parently been thrown up for the purpose. The 
chief Mallam no sooner began a prayer, than the 
talking and noise of tlie- multitude immediately 
ceased, and tlje deepest attention seemed to be 
paid by eyery one, though the substance of what 
he said could only be guessed at, because it was 
in Arabic, which none of them understand. The 
ceremony much resembled that which was jier- 
formed at Badagry; and the forms which are 
generally practised, I believe, on all public reli¬ 
gious meetivigs in Mohammedan countries, such 
as ablution, prostration, &c., were observed on 
this occasion. The king, however, did not rise, 
as he should have done, when the worshippers 
Stood up, but satisfied himself by uttering the 
name of Alla, and by simple prostration only. 
When the usual form of prayer had been gone 
through, the head Mallam placed himself on a 
hillock, and for about five minutes read to the 
people a few loose pages of the Koran, which 
he held in his hand. While thus engaged, two 
priests of inferior order knelt beside him to bold 
the hem of his tobe, and a third, in the same 
position, held the skirts from behind. After he 
had finished reading, the priest descended from 
the hillock, and, with the help of his assistants, 
slaughtered a sheep which had been bound and 



240 


KIAMA. 


[Chap. VI. 


brought to him for sacrifice. The blood of the 
animal was caught in a calabash; and the king 
and the more devoted of his subjects washed their 
hands in it, and S2>rinkled some of it on the ground. 
This conclusion of the ceremony was announced 
by the discharge of a few old muskets ; and with 
drums beating and fifes j)laying, the people re¬ 
turned to their respective homes. Most of them 
were smartly dressed in all the finery they could 
jnocure. About a hundfSU '^f the men rode on 
horseback, with lances and other weapons in their 
hands, which, with the gay trappings of their 
horses, gave them a resi>ectable apjiearance. 

In the afternoon, all the inhabitants of the 
town, and many from the little villages in its 
neighbourhood, assembled to witness the horse¬ 
racing, which takes jilace always on the anniver¬ 
sary of the ‘ Bebun Shiah,' and to which every 
one had been looking forward with impatience. 
Previous to its commencement, the king, with his 
principal attendants, rode slowly round the town, 
more for the purj)Ose of receiving the admiration 
and plaudits of his people than to observe where 
distress more particularly prevailed, which was 
his avowed intention. A hint from the chief in¬ 
duced us to attend the course with our pistols, to 
salute him as he rode by; and as we felt a strong 
inclination to witness the amusements of the day, 
we were there rather sooner than was necessmy, 
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wliich afforded us, however, a fairer opportunity 
of observing the various groups of people which 
were flocking to the scene of amusement. 

Tlie raqe-course was bounded on the north by 
low granite hills; on the south by a forest; and 
on the cast and west by tall shady trees, among 
wliich were habitations of the people. Under the 
shadow of these magnificent trees the spectators 
were assembled, and testified their happiness by 
tlieir noisy mirth and*^rJmated gestures. When 
we arrived, the king had not made his appearance 
on the course ; but his absence was fully com¬ 
pensated by tiie pleasure wc derived from watching 
the anxious and animated countenances of the 
multitude, and in passing our opinions on the taste 
of the women in the choice and adjustment of their 
fanciful and many-coloured dresses. The chief’s 
wives and younger children sat near us in a group 
by tbemselves ; and were distinguished from their 
companions by their superior dress. Manchester 
cloths of inferior quality, but of the most showy 
patterns, and dresses made of common English bed- 
furniture, were fastened round the waist of several 
sooty maidens, who, for the sake of fluttering a 
short hour in the gaze of their countrymen, had 
sacrificed in clothes the earnings of a twelve¬ 
month’s labour. All the women had ornamented 
their necks with strings of beads, and their wrists 
with bracelets of various patterns, some made of 
von. I. B. 
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glass beads, some of brass, others of copper; a»d 
some again of a mixture of both metals: their 
ancles also were adorned with different sorts of 
rings, of neat workmanship. 

The distant sound of drums gave notice of the 
king’s approach, and every eye was immediately 
directed to the quarter from whence he was ex- 
•pected. The cavalcade shortly apjiearc'd, and four 
horsemen first drew up in front of the chief's 
house, which was near the centre of the" course, 
and close to the spot where his wives and children 
and ourselves were sitting. Several men hearing 
on their heads an immense quantity of arrows in 
huge quivers of leopai'd’s skin came next, followed 
by two persons who, by their extraordinary antics 
and gestures, we concluded to he hufl'oons. These 
two last were employed in throwing sticks into the 
air as they went on, and adroitly catching them 
in falling, besides performing many whimsical 
and ridiculous feats. Ihdiijid these, and imme¬ 
diately preceding tlio king, a group of little boys, 
nearly naked, came dancing merrily along, flourish¬ 
ing cows' tails over their heads in all directions. 
The king rode onwards, followed by a number of 
fine-looking men, on handsome steeds; and the 
motley cavalcade all drew up in front of his house, 
where they awaited his further orders without dis¬ 
mounting. This we thought was the proper time 
to give the first salute, so we accordingly fired 
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tliree rounds; and our example was immediately 
followed by two soldiers, witli muskets which were 
made at least a century and a half ago. 

Preparations in the mean time had been going 
on for the race, and the horses with their riders 
made their appearance. The men were dressed 
in caps and loose tobes and trowsers of every co* 
lour; hoofs of red morocco leather, and turbans 
of wliite and blue cotton. The horses were gaily 
caparisoned; strings of little brass bells covered 
their heads ; their breasts were ornamented with 
bright red cloth and tassels of silk and cotton; a 
large quilted pad of neat embroidered patehwork 
was placed under the saddle of each; and little 
charms, inclosed in red and yellow cloth, were 
attached to the bridle with bits of tinsel. The Arab 
saddle and stirrup were in common use ; and the 
whole group ])resented an imposing appearance. 

The signal for starting was made, and the im- 
])aticnt animals sprung forward and set off at a full 
gallop. The riders brandished their sjrears, the 
little boys flourished their cows’ tails, the buf¬ 
foons ])erformed their antics, muskets were dis- 
cliarged, and the chief himself, mounted on the 
finest horse on the ground, watched the progress 
of the race, while tears of deliglit were starting 
from his eyes. The sun shone gloriously on the 
tobes of green, white, yellow, blue, and crimsen, 
as they fluttered in the breeze ; and with the fan- 

R 2 
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ciful caps, the glittering spears, the jingling of the 
horses’ bells, the animated looks and warlike bear¬ 
ing of their riders, presented one of the most ex¬ 
traordinary and pleasing sights that we have ever 
witnessed. The race was well contested, and ter¬ 
minated only by the horses being fatigued and out 
of breath ; but though every one was emulous to 
outstrip his companion, honour and fame were the 
only reward of the competitors. 

A few naked boys, on ponies without saddles, 
then rode over the course, after which the second 
and last heat commenced. This was not by any 
means so good as the first, owing to the greater 
anxiety which the horsemen evinced to display 
their skill in the use of the spear and the manage¬ 
ment of their animals. The king maintained his 
seat on horseback during these amusements, with¬ 
out even once dismounting to converse with his 
wives and children who were sitting on the ground 
on each side of him. His dress was showy rather 
than rich, consisting of a red cap, enveloped in 
the large folds of a white muslin turban; two 
under tobes of blue and scarlet cloth, and an outer 
one of white muslin; red trowsers, and boots of 
scarlet and yellow leather. His horse seemed 
distressed by the weight of his rider, and the 
various ornaments and trappings with which his 
head, breast, and body, were bedecked. The 
chief’s eldest and youngest sons ^were near his 
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women and other children, mounted on two noble 
looking horses. The eldest of these youths was 
about eleven years of age. The youngest being 
not more than three, was held on the back of his 
animal by a male attendant, as he was unable to 
sit upright in the saddle without this assistance. 
The cliild’s dress was ill suited to his age. He 
wore on his head a tight cap of Manchester cot¬ 
ton, but it overhung the upper part of his face, 
and together with its ends, which flapped over 
each cheek, hid nearly the whole of his counte¬ 
nance-from view; his tobe and trowsers were 
made exactly in the same fashion as those of a 
man, and two large belts of blue cotton, which 
crossed each other, confined the tobe to his body. 
The little legs of the child were swallowed up in 
clumsy yellow boots, big enough for his father; 
and though he was rather pretty, his whimsical 
dress gave him altogether so odd an apjjearance, 
that he might have been taken for any thing but 
what he really was. A few of the women on the 
ground by the side of the king wore large white 
dresses, which covered their persons like a wind¬ 
ing-sheet. Young virgins, according to custom, 
aj)peared in a state of nudity ; many of them had 
wild flowers stuck behind their ears, and strings 
of beads, &c,, round their loins; but want of cloth¬ 
ing did not seem to damp their pleasure in the 
entertainment, 'for they appeared to enter into it 
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with as much zest as any of their companions. 
Of the.different coloured tobes worn by the men, 
none looked so well as those of a deep crimson 
colour on some of the horsemen; but the clean 
white tobes of the Mohammedan priests, of whom 
not less than a hundred were present on the occa¬ 
sion, were extremely neat and becoming. The 
sport terminated without the slightest accident, 
and the king’s dismounting was a signal for the 
people to disperse. 

We then paid our respects to the chief as usual, 
but our reception was formal and chilling, though 
nothing could have been more gratifying to him 
than our attendance on the present occasion. 
We had half a mind to be vexed at this mortifying 
repulse, but consoled ourselves with the reflection 
that we had no right to expect anything more than 
common courtesy and politeness. Besides this, he 
was surrounded by the loveliest of his women and 
the most warlike of his sub jects, and being a rigid 
Mohammedan when it suits his convenience, he 
might have considered us as the enemies of his 
religion. To have shown, therefore, too great 
familiarity with us in the sight of his people, w'ouid 
p(j 3 ^ps have been unbecoming the dignity of the 
of Kiama. 

We have here endeavoured, to the best of our 
ability, to describe an African horse-race, hut it is 
impossible to convey a correct idea of the singular 
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and fantastic appearance of the numerous groups 
of people that met our view on all sides, or to 
describe their animation and delight; the martial 
equipment of the soldiers and ^heir r^hle steeds, 
and the wild, romantic, and overpowering interest 
of the whole mass. Singing and dauchig have 
been kept ,up all night, and the revellers will not 
think of retiring to rest till morning. 

Thursday, Junc 3rd.—Our hostess is a poor, but 
kind, pleasant, and comfortable-looking widow, 
rather stricken in years. To be sincerely grateful 
for favours received is not in the disposition of her 
country-people generally; yet this poor woman 
has given us an affecting instance of this virtue, 
although our presents to Ijer were so poor and tri¬ 
fling, that we were almost ashamed to offer them. 
This little specimen of genuine gratitude repays 
us for hundreds of sour looks and discontented 
countenances which of late we have been com¬ 
pelled to witness. 

Behind our hut grows a tall and beautiful tree, 
on the branches and shoots of which reside a 
whole commonwealth of sparrows, in their in¬ 
genious pendant nests. The constant noise of 
these little creatures, and the twittering of swal¬ 
lows, which remain here all the year round, form 
our usual morning’s entertainment. This spar¬ 
row is a very handsome bird, and belongs to a 
8i)ecies which, at Sierra Leone and other places. 
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is called the ‘ rice«bird.’ We are also favoured 
by the visits of turtle-doves and wood-pigeons. 
A few days ago, one of the latter, trusting too 
much to the forbearance of our peoj)le, ventured 
into one of their huts, and was there taken and 
destroyed. The disconsolate mate witnessed the 
act; he has been lingering about our habitations 
ever since, and is wasting himself away in mourn¬ 
ing the loss of his companion. His fidelity h ts 
called forth our sympathy, and we do not suffer 
him to be molested. 

Lizards, in great number and variety, infest the 
walls and roofs of our huts, among which is one 
of a black species, whose bite is considered fatal*. 
This reptile is very rare, and is dreaded by every 
one, not on account of the venomous proper¬ 
ties which are ascribed to it, so much as from tlie 
belief that the person who sees one and suffers it 
to escape him, will soon after experience some 
heavy calamity. The natives also believe that if 
a black lizard be destroyed as soon as it is found, 
fifes are played and drums beat in the celestial 
regions, where there is great rejoicing at the 
circumstance; and that good fortune is sure to be 
the reward of the person who may rid the world of 
such a nuisance. We observed a lizard yesterday 

* It is deemed as odious by the natives, as the toad in 
England, or the tarantula in Italy, which is also a kind of 
nzard. 
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with two tails, which phenomenon, we are told, is 
not uncommon here. Other lizards, of every 
sj.ecies and colour, are numerous. 

As this is a holiday at Kidma, it has been spent 
by its inhabitants in visiting each other, in walking 
up and down the public places to display their 
finery, or in singing, dancing, and musical parties. 
Little boys and young men have been on their 
knees praying for us to-day; and as they were 
not impertinent, but, on the contrary, evinced 
gentleness and modesty in their demeanour, we 
would not suffer them to leave us without re¬ 
warding each with a darning-needle. 

We have been detained in Kiama thus long, by 
reason, it is alleged, of the holidays; and as to¬ 
morrow will be the Mohammedan Sabbath, we 
shall not be able to procure carriers till the fol¬ 
lowing morning. We expected, naturally enough, 
that plenty of good provender, and a few days’ 
rest, would recruit the strength of our horses; 
but,- unfortunately, a contrary effect has been pro¬ 
duced. My brother’s, more especially, has fallen 
away to a perfect skeleton ; certainly, with the 
exception of Rosinante, no horse, either in ancient 
or modern times, ever presented a spectacle more 
piteous and woe-begone; it is quite painful even 
to look at his ffeshless carcase. 

Friday^ June ^th .—Perhaps no two people in 
the universe residing so near each other, differ 
more widely in their habits and customs, and even 
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in their natures, than the natives of Yarriba and 
Borgoo. The former are perpetuaily engaged in 
trading with each other from town to town; the 
latter never quit their towns except in case of 
war, or when engaged in predatory excursions: 
the former are pusillanimous and cowardly; the 
latter are bold and courageous, full of spirit and 
energy, and never seem hapjiier tlian when 
engaged in martial exercises: the former are 
generally mild, unassuming, humble and honest, 
but cold and passionless;—the latter are proud and 
haughty ; too vain to be civil, and too shrewd to 
be honest; yet they appear to understand some¬ 
what of the nature of love and the social affec¬ 
tions ; are warm in their attachments, and keen 
in their resentments. 

The king visited us at our hut this morning, 
attended by three or four of his younger wives. 
The object of his coming was to get something 
from us, therefore, we considered it no compliment. 

Yarro has seen all the articles which wo have 
given to his people, a custom which prevails here 
as well as in Yarriba; but, unlike the monarch of 
that country, he has converted to his own use 
those among them with which he was best pleased. 
Even his brother, who is a very good young man, 
and who accompanied us from Keeshee as mes- 
^nger, has suffered from his selfishness, having 
Ipen deprived of half the few things we had given 
Kim for his services. 
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The king’s eldest son is governor of a town 
through which we shall have to pass on our way 
to Boossk, and it is agreed that he shall accom¬ 
pany us to that city. It is customary to give the 
messengers a present proportionate to the services 
they may have rendered us; and in the course of 
conversation this morning with the king, he wished 
to see the present it was our intention to offer his 
son. This was presently shown him, and he took 
from it the only piece of cloth which it contained, 
and which we are unable to replace. He then 
begged a little medicine for weak eyes; and my 
brother presented him with a quantity of Epsom 
salts, and a small syringe. The king immediately 
began trying experiments on the instrument by 
spirting water into the faces 6f his wives, who did 
not apj>ear to enjoy the diversion so well as himself. 
After a long, but uninteresting conversation, Yarro 
look his leave, followed by his women, and it is 
not likely that we shall see him again till the time 
of our departure to-morrow morning. 

I have given him my fowling piece and a pistol, 
having j)roinised him this present when I left, if I 
should live to return to Kiama; the king has also 
had some of our best new gilt buttons. 

In the evening, a very old and respectable 
Fal&tah, the chief of a village at a short distance 
from Kiama, came to see us with several of his 
people. This singular race are dispersed all over 
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the Borgoo territories, where they have resided 
from time immemorial. They are generally styled 
Foul&nie; but although this word is evidently de¬ 
rived from Foulah, and although they sjieak the 
same language and follow the same pursuits as the 
Foulahs near Sierra Leone, who are supposed to 
be the white Ethiopians of Ptolemy and Pliny, yet 
they have not the slightest idea of their origin, 
nor of the period when their ancestors first emi¬ 
grated from their native land. The Faldtahs in 
Borgoo maintain no intercourse whatever with 
their countrymen in Haussa; and in order to 
prevent mischief and disturbances from taking 
place, none of them are permitted, on any con¬ 
sideration, to wear a sword, or carry about his 
lierson any offensive weapon. 

A few years ago, there stood a village not 
many miles from Kihma, which was inhabited 
solely by emigrants from Noullie; but it is said 
to have been lately plundered and destroyed by 
Yarro’s subjects, who first broke faith with the 
unfortunate people, and afterwards made them 
slaves. 

The mean state of the thermometer of Fahren¬ 
heit has been 84; the extremes 7 5 and 94 in 
our hut. 
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CHAPTER VII, 

Departure from Kiama—Native Gratitude—Village of Ka- 
kafungi—Native Dance—John Lander taken ill—De¬ 
serted Route—Cross the River Oly—Story of the Fal&. 
tails—Encampment—^Tornado—Illness of John Lander- 
Messengers from Coobly with assistance—Arrival in that 
Town—Reception—Presents from Boossa—Mount Corn¬ 
wall—Recovery of John Lander—Leave Coobly—Ruins 
—Town of Zalee—Arrival at Boossa—Reception. 

Saturday, June hih. —Tlie adieu of 'an African 
prince is the most unceremonious piece of business 
in the world ; whatever expressions may be used, 
little rcfrrct is felt. Such at least is our opinion from 
the coolness wo have almost invariably experienced 
in parting from the principal people of the towns 
and villages through which we have passed. We 
were on horseback between seven and eight 
o’clock this morning, having previously paid our 
last visit to the king, and taken our farewell of 
him; and proceeded in good health and spirits 
through the northern gateway of the city, towards 
a town called Kakafungi, followed by a number 
of the lower class of people, who sneered at my 
brother’s horsemanship as he rode by, and diverted 
themselves by laughing heartily at the sorry ap¬ 
pearance of his poor beast. 
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We had travelled about half a mile from the 
wall of Kiama, when looking behind us, we ob¬ 
served a great fat woman running after us at her 
full speed She soon overtook us, almost breath¬ 
less with the exertion. We then found that the 
object of her care was to present us with a bowl of 
new milk, which she had neglected to bring in 
time for Ais to drink before wo set out. From the 
violence of her exertions, her whole person was 
thrown into the utmost disorder imaginable. This 
woman is a favourite singer to the king, and bad 
supplied us with milk and provisions two or three 
days before our departure, for which we gave her 
a few trifling articles in payment; these, it ap¬ 
pears, had produced so sensible an efl'ect on her, 
that, when taking leave of us last evening, she 
began to shed tears, and sobbed aloud. Tliis was 
now renewed, and we were obliged to spur on our 
horses to spare our feelings. We were afterwards 
told, that the woinair’s sorrow was only feigned in 
our presence for the purpose of t)btaiuing a reward, 
and that she has always an abundance of tears at 
command. 

Tliree or four FalStah villages lay to the right 
and left of our path, one of which is of some 
extent; but we did not see a single inhabitant 
belonging to either of them. The greater part 
of the road lay through a thickly-wooded forest, by 
thie. Sde of a very gentle range of hills ; and, ex- 
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cepting a fine plantation of yams, which we passed 
outside the walls of Kidma, and which belongs to 
Yarro, we did not see a foot of cultivated ground 
during the whole journey. We arrived at Kaka- 
fungi, the halting-place, shortly after ten o’clock 
in the morning. This town is distant from Ki^ma 
about nine or ten miles ; yet if an opinion may be 
formed from the nature of the path, which is un¬ 
commonly narrow, and almost hidden with rank 
grass, the intercourse between the two idaces is 
very little. Kakafungi is a straggling, but ex¬ 
tensive and populous town, and is delightfully 
situated on an even piece of ground. The inha¬ 
bitants arc so clean and well-behaved, and their 
dwellings so neat and comfortable, that before we 
had spoken many words to on% jrf them, we were 
prej)ossessed in favour of was thi^^pi- 

nion in any degree lessened, wlien, after we had 
been introduced into a commodious and excellent 
hut, we received the congratulations of the prin¬ 
cipal people. They came to us in a body, followed 
by boys and girls parrying a present of two kids, 
with milk and an al)undance of pounded corn, 
and have remained with us the, greater part of 
the day. 

Late in the evening, when our people were 
asleep, the sound of singing tempted my brother 
to go out alone, and he soon discovered a little 
group of thoughtless, happy creatures, amusing 
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themselves by dancing in the moonlight to the 
sound of a large drum. He described their dance 
as being very different from that practised in 
Yarriba; their motions being sometimes swift and 
violent, and sometimes slow and graceful; their 
gestures expressive of mild delight rather than 
vehement passion, and remarkable for propriety. 
They appeared to be singing something very 
comic in recitative, and kept time by clapping 
their hands. My brother’s intrusion was of no 
importance to them, for the party still kept up 
their dance with as much spirit and good humour 
as before. In returning homewards he missed 
his way, and wandered among several deserted, 
empty huts and yards, and others guarded by 
dogs, before he discovered the right, his total 
ignorance of the Borgoo language disqualifying 
him from asking questions of the inhabitants. 

Sunday, June 6th .—I found my brother in a 
high fever this morning, and so ill that he was 
obliged to lie on his mat till the carriers were 
ready to depart. In consequence of the length 
of the journey from Kakafungi to Boossk, and 
there being no town or village on the road beyond 
a few miles ride from hence, the carriers were 
employed till the afternoon in obtaining provisions 
sufficient for three or four days’ consumption. 
A crowd of people assembled round our hut to 
take leave of us, by whom we were loudly cheered. 
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My brother was so ill that he could not mount 
his horse without assistance. 

We quitted Kakafungi about two p.m., by a 
path which lay in a northerly direction, through 
a perfect wilderness, some part of which was more 
stony and barren than anything we remember to 
have seen. The foot-marks of various wild ani¬ 
mals app’eared to be freshly imprinted in the 
path ; but we observed only a very few antelopes, 
which would not sufler us to come near them, but 
scampered away the moment they saw us. The 
few stunted trees that we found, afforded us a 
very indifferent shelter from the heat of the sun, 
which was almost insufferable ; and this, with the 
length of the journey and the speed with which 
W'e were obliged to travel, greatly increased my 
brotlier's fever. He was occasionally obliged to 
dismount and lie down on the ground for relief, 
being lifted oft' and replaced on his horse by our 
attendants. AVe saw the sun set behind some 
magnificent clouds, whilst we had yet a great way 
to go ; and the narrow footpath, which was here 
overgrown with bushes and rank grass, was hardly 
discernible by the light of the moon. In the 
afternoon all had been silent in the forest; but 
in the evening the jackal, the hyena, and the 
baboon had forsaken their retreats, and mingled 
their dismal howl with the sprightly chirping of 
innumerable insects. 

VOL. I. s 
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My brother and I were far behind the rea 
of the party, because he had been unable to keej 
pace with them; and we discharged a pisto- 
every now and then as a signal to the carriers ol 
our approach. As each rejxirt echoed through 
the forest, it was answered by the increased howl¬ 
ing of wild animals, till at length we gladly saw 
the gleam of a large fire, and arrived at the 
encampment which had been prepared for us. 
Here we took possession for the night of a few 
deserted huts, wliich were falling to decay, A 
quantity of broken earthenware pots, calabashes, 
&c., were lying about, indicating that these abodes 
had been occupied at no very distant period; and 
on the trees which grew near them, we discovered 
several immense buffalo horns, and those of a 
very large kind of antelope. 

The river Oly, which is said to take its rise 
in Ashantee, is at a short distance to the north¬ 
ward of our encampment. It appears, that not 
long ago this path was much frequented by mer- 
clumts trom the interior, trading to tlie westward, 
in^^rder to avoid paying the accustomed duty on 
thd» Wowow road. But the chief of that state 
threatening to punish them if they did not pass 
through his dty, their own interest induced them 
to conform to his wishes, and from that time, the 
route through this forest has been entirely deserted, 
and the poor ferrymen, who formerly inhabited 
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these huts, were thus compelled to seek a liveli¬ 
hood elsewhere. 

Monday^ Junelth .—The rest which my brother 
had obtained during the night seemed to have 
revived him, and he appeared in better spirits, with 
ah abatement of fever this morning. At eight 
A.M., after bathing, we crossed the Oly in a 
canoe, which we found tied to a tree. This 
pretty little river was here about forty paces in 
breadth, and about seven or eight feet deep in 
the middle, but gradually shallowing to each 
bank. It winded very romantically through the 
overhanging woods ; and its current was so slug¬ 
gish, and its surface so smooth, that it was for 
some time doubtful which -way it ran. In the 
forenoon we passed near a spot where our 
guides informed us a party of FalAtahs a short 
time ago had murdered twenty of their slaves, be¬ 
cause they had not food sufficient for their support. 
These same Falatahs are already spoken of as 
having taken possession of a Yarriba town on 
the borders of the river Moussa. They had been 
despatched by Bello from Soccatoo to collect 
the accustomed tribute from the towns of Rhkah 
and Alorie (in Yarriba); but it is said that the 
inhabitants of the latter town shut their gates 
against tliem, and declared themselves indepen¬ 
dent of tlie Falatahs. On the return of the dis¬ 
appointed party through Borgoo, the King of 

s 2 
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Ki&ma forbade any of his people from selling 
them provisions, and tliey were consequently 
obliged to find their way through this long and 
dreary wilderness without food. We remarked 
a great many holes which had been dug by tliese 
unfortunate men in the hope of finding a kind of 
^yild yam, that abounds in the forest, besides the 
remains of fires which they had kindled to dress 
this scanty fare. No doubt they had been re¬ 
duced to a dreadful extremity before they could 
kill their slaves; and perhaps the number of 
victims has been greatly exaggerated; for the 
natives, their enemies, are fond of impressing 
strangers with the most unfavourable idea of their 
characters and dispositions, so that their stories 
are to be received with caution. We observed 
the skeleton of one of the slaves by the way-side. 

After a long and tiresome journey under a 
burning sun, we pitched our tent in the evening 
near a small stream. My brother was very ill, 
his fever having returned with increased violence ; 
but he took no other medicine than a common 
soda powder, as I was fearful of our progress 
being retarded. A storm gathered over our heads 
a few minutes after the tent had been fixed, and 
presently burst with terrific violence. While it 
lasted we were occupied with the thoughts of our 
forlorn condition. The deafening noise of the 
thunder as it echoed among the hills, the over 
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powering glare of the lightning, the torrents of 
rain and the violecne of the wind, were truly 
awful. The whole of our party, amounting to 
twenty, were collected in tlie tent for shelter from 
the storm, and in spite of the water which ran 
through it, contrived to sleep till morning. 

Tuesday, June Sth .—We were obliged to lie 
in our wet clothes all night, and the efl'ects of 
this were visible on my brother this morning. I 
endeavoured, in vain, to rally him, but he was 
scarcely able to stand. The tent was packed up 
in its wet state, and the carriers hastened onwards 
as fast as they could, for the provisions were con¬ 
sumed, and we were anxious to get to our journey’s 
end without delay. This proceeds from Paskoe’s 
negligence in Imving obtained only provisions 
enough for one day instead of three. My brother 
and 1 lingered behind with old Paskoe and another 
of our men, and proceeded on at a very slow 
pace, for our horses were worn out with fatigue, 
and my brother’s was quite lame. As we advanced 
he became worse, till at length he was comijletely 
overcome, and, to prevent falling off his horse, 
dismounted, and laid down. There was no tree 
near us that would afford shelter from the sun, 
so with the assistance of our people I obtained 
some few branches, and formed a sort of bower, 
our horses’ pads answering the purpose of a bed. 
The croaking of frogs indicated that water was 
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not far distant; and we soon procured some. 
During the rest of the day my brother became 
worse, but the coolness of the evening appeared 
to revive him a little. ^ Our medicine-chest had 
»been sent with the other things; I despatched 
Paskoe for it, but do not expect lus return till 
to-morrow. In the meantime I went into the 
wood, and shot the only bird I saw, which was 
about the size of a sparrow. AVith tliis I returned, 
made a fire, and j)repared a little soup in a half¬ 
pint cup, which we had reserved for the purpose 
of getting water from the streams, instead of a 
calabash. The soup was rather unsavoury, from 
want of salt, nevertheless it was of service to my 
brother; the flesh of the bird I divided between 
myself and my man, as we were both weak from 
want of food. AVe contrived to make a more 
substantial habitation for my brother in the even¬ 
ing, of some stout branches of trees, and thatched 
it with long grass; and lighted large fires round 
it to keep away the wild beasts. But neither of 
us could sleep, for, independent of his illness, 
we were attacked by myriads of mosquitoes and 
buzzing flies. A prowling tiger was the only 
savage animal that approached near enough to be 
seen during the night. 

Wednesday, June 9th .—Notwithstanding his 
bajj^ight’s re&t, my brother had little fever on him 
thif'morilM^|f‘'in fact he found himself so much. 
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refreshed and strengthened, as to be able to go iii 
search of our horses, which had strayed from us 
in the night. Having found them, we imme¬ 
diately made the necessary preparations, and pro¬ 
ceeded on our journey; and in an hour’s time we 
descried Paskoc approaching us with five men, 
who brought us corn and milk, and little cakes 
made of pounded com and honey. The Governor 
of Coobly, the town to which we were going, had 
also kindly sent us a horse and a hammock for 
my brother. The animal was to carry my brother 
over some rivulets which w'e should have to 
cross, whose banks were too steep and rugged for 
the hammock-men to perform that service. He 
thought himself strong enough to dispense with 
their assistance altogether, but accepted the horse 
with thankfulness. We all set forward together 
in good spirits about half-past ten in the morning; 
and with occasional halting for my brother to 
rest himself, we arrived near Coobly shortly after 
sunset, without experiencing the extraordinary 
fatigue we had anticipated. 

Outside the town is a vast number of strag¬ 
gling Falatah hamlets, which are built on marshy 
ground. Our attention was attracted by a vast 
number of fire-flies, which were sporting over a 
swamp, and, together with numerous little lights 
from the huts of tlie Falhtahs, had a very pleasing 
appearance. During the journey we crossed 
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several rivulets, and travelled over three or four 
hills. The soil on the latter is scanty and sterile, 
but the valleys appeared fertile. The exhalations 
from decaying vegetable substances near Coobly 
were highly offensive; and the air being like¬ 
wise impregnated in many places with a strong 
odour similar to that of musk, rendered it very 
disagreeable. 

Having waited on the governor to thank him 
for his attention, we were detained but a few mo¬ 
ments, and without having seen him we repaired 
to a hut that was assigned to us, where soon after 
my brother was seized with a return of the fever, 
more severe than the former. 

Thursday, Jtine \Oth .—The governor sent us 
a bowl of rice, one of milk, two calabashes of 
butter, and a fine fat bullock. 1 was too anxiously 
and intently employed about my brother to make 
a return for his present, or to bestow my attention 
on any other matter, and therefore promised to 
visit him Lo-morrow. I administered ten grains 
of calomel to my brother, after which he fell into 
a kind of stupor and an insensibility to surround¬ 
ing objects, which did not leave him till this after¬ 
noon, when his reason returned. Towards the 
evening he became worse, and I expected every 
moment was his last. During the few intervals 
he had from delirium he seemed to be aware 
of his danger, and entered^ into arrangements 
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respecting his family concerns. At this mo¬ 
ment my feelings were of too painful a nature 
to be described. The unhappy fate of my late 
master. Captain Clapperton, came forcibly to my 
mind. 1 had followed him into this country where 
he perished; I had attended him in his parting 
moments j I had performed the last mournful office 
for him which our nature requires, and the thought 
that I should have to go through the same sad cere¬ 
monies for my brother overwhelmed me with grief. 

Fridayy June Wth .—Between eleven and twelve 
last night I rejoiced to find that my brother’s ill¬ 
ness seemed to take a favourable turn, and towards 
the morning he became tranquil and free from pain. 

Two messengers arrived from Boossa, last night, 
and another on horseback this morning, with a 
quantity of onions as a present from the queen. 
They were commanded by the king to await our 
departure from this town and escort us to the city 
of Boossa, which is said to be two days’ journey 
from Coobly, though we had been given to under¬ 
stand it was no more than a few hundred yards. 

The governor has been very importunate in his 
desire for my brother to sell liim one of his pis¬ 
tols ; and as we are in want of nothing so much 
as a horse, he offered it in exchange for the one 
my brother rode on Wednesday. He would ratlier 
have given us a boy instead of the horse, but this 
did not satisfy us ; and at last he consented to part 
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with the animal, on condition that aome trifling 
articles should be given with the pistol, which was 
agreed to, and tlie bargain concluded. 

Saiarday, June X2th .—My brother’s health is 
.rapidly returning. An old woman aj^lied to our 
lodgings to-day for medicine that would produce her 
an entire new set of teeth; or, said die, ‘ if I can 
only be supplied with two large and strong ones, 
I shall be satisfied w'ith them.’ The woman was 
becoming rather impertinent, when I recommended 
lier to procure two iron ones from a blacksmith, 
which so much displeased her, that she went away 
in a pet. The governor supplies us evmy day with 
abundance of milk and rice. 

Coobly is situated on the slope of a cone-shaped 
mountain, with a very broad base; and may be 
plainly distinguished to tlie westward at the dis¬ 
tance of above tliirty miles. We have named tliis 
mountain, after our own country, Mount Cornwall, 
The town is fortified by a strong fence, made by 
driving stakes firmly into the earth, and placing 
them closely together; but notwithstanding this 
defence, die Faidtalis attacked and entered it about 
four years ago; since which period, it is said, the 
governor lias been in the habit of paying an an¬ 
nual tribute to King Bello. The inhabitants grow 
quantities of rice and corn, though none of the 
latter is^now to be procured at any price, owing to 
llie treachery and rapacity of the Falatahs, who. 
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when they qmtted the town, not only carried away 
all the corn that was in store, but tore up and 
destroyed all that was growing in the fields. The 
people, therefore, are but just recovering fi’om the 
effects of this malicious act. Above a thousand 
Faldtahs, it is conjectured, reside with the flocks and 
herds on the plains near the town of Coobly; but 
they are very different in their manners from their 
marauding countrymen, and maintain a friendly 
intercourse with their neighbours. 

Sunday, June \^th .—Last night we were vi¬ 
sited by a thunder-storm, and the rain entered the 
roofs of our dwellings, and nearly inundated us. 
My brother’s health still continues to improve. 
Although tiiis is the sabbath, I was obliged to 
send Paskoe in the morning to endeavour to shoot 
a Guinea hen, because we were unable to procure 
any description of fowl from the inhabitants, on 
religious considerations ; the old man speedily re¬ 
turned, having been successful; great numbers of 
those birds abounding in the fields and woods 
near the town. 

Monday, June 14iA.—The governor’s old wife 
returned from Boossh this morning, whither she 
had gone in quest of ihree female slaves, who had 
fled from her about a fortnigljt since. She has 
brought the Jfiigitives back with her, and they are 
now confined in irons. As soon as she heard of 
our being in the town, the old lady sent us a sheep 
and a calabash of honey, which we accepted ; and 
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she shortly afterwards paid us a visit in person, 
when we took the opportunity of returning her 
present. The old matron’s establishment is sepa¬ 
rate and distinct from that of her husband, the 
• governor, who has not the slightest control over it. 
She is reported to have a multitude of slaves, and 
to be, in other respects, extremely opulent. No 
one can surpass the governor in benevolence and 
general good humour. 

Tuesday, June \ bth .—My brother, by the bless¬ 
ing of God, is now perfectly recovered from an 
illness that had nearly proved fatal to him. At 
an early hour this morning, we paid our respects 
to the hospitable governor, and quitted the town 
of Coobly- Our route was in a south-easterly 
direction ; and we travelled through a thick forest, 
over hills and through deep valleys till noon, when 
we halted for the day amidst the ruins of a large 
town, which, we are told, has recently been de¬ 
serted by its inhabitants. Near the remains of a 
wall, we perceived a human skull, and other bones, 
which had been bleached white by the sun. This 
circumstance excited in us a desire to learn the 
fate of the former inhabitants of the town, and 
the reason of its present ruinous state. One of 
our messengers soon satisfied our curiosity, by 
informing us, that a short time ago the town was 
taken by surprise and pillaged by a large party of 
Fal&tahs, who put to the sword all that made any 
resistance, and carried the remainder away with 
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them as slaves. The ruins are very extensive, 
and the poimlalion of the town must have been 
considerable. The plain whereon it stood is large, 
verdant, and eminently beautiful, and is orna¬ 
mented with fine trees. The ruins are at present 
inhabited by a variety of birds, and a large troop 
of monkies; the latter walked away very com¬ 
posedly on hearing the report of one of our guns. 
Here one of the horses died; the poor animal had 
been our fellow-traveller from Jenna; another is 
too weak to walk with us a mile further, so that 
we shall be compelled to leave him behind, for we 
cannot make up our minds to destroy him; and 
the third cannot live many days. The affection 
of these poor brutes towards each other is most 
extraordinary. The Booss&. messenger rode to a 
little village at a short distance from the ruins this 
afternoon, and returned in about four hours with 
an excellent mare, which he had borrowed of the 
governor for our use. In the evening we pitched 
the tent; and our own men, with the carriers and 
messengers, having constructed little temporary 
grass huts for themselves, made large fires all 
round them, and retired to rest. 

Wednesday^ June 16th .—man on horseback 
arrived at our encampment before sunrise this 
morning, and looked round for a minute or two 
without dismounting. He neither explained his 
intentions, nor even uttered a syllable ; but when 
w'e wished to address him, he galloped off again 
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the same way he had come. We rather suppose 
this horseman to have been despatched by the 
King of Boossk, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether or not we were on the road, for we hear- 
he awaits our coming witli much anxiety. At six, 
A.M,, we quitted our encampment among the ruins, 
and continued our journey in excellent spirits. 
The country was as woody as any which we re¬ 
member to have seen, and the soil, generally 
speaking, as dry and sterile. We passed the ruins 
of two or three deserted villages which originally 
stood near the path-way; and between nine and 
ten in tlie morning, we entered a snug, pretty little 
town called Zalee, winch, in the language of the 
countrj% means ‘ thread.’ This town is surrounded 
by an excellent and well-built clay wall with tur¬ 
rets, which is by far the best that we have any¬ 
where seen, and outside of it is a broad and deep 
moat. Zalee lies in a rich and romantic valley, 
formed by a gap in a triple range of elevated 
hills, which run from east to west. The Falatahs, 
in hopes of plunder, entered town a year or 
two since whilst the male portion of its inhabitants 
were chiefly at work in the bush; but the women 
having given the alarm, they returned to their homes 
in 0:hody, and succeeded in expelling the intruders, 
^I0kte they had time to do any . mischief. 

’^he governor sent us a goat, a fowl, a calabash 
of rice; and a quantity of corn for the horses- 
Zalee contai^fabput a tliousand inliaMtants. 
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’Thursday, June nth .—At the usual hour this 
morning we were on horseback, but the tar^i* 
ness of our messengers occasioned some little 
delay after we had got beyond the walls. A heavy 
shower lasted for some hours during the night, 
which filled the path through the valleys with 
water, so* that travelling was neither so safe nor 
pleasant as we have found it to be. We saw a 
surprising number of land crabs on the road; 
these animals are esteemed as excellent eating by 
the natives. At nine a. m. we observetl from an 
eminence the Sugar-loaf Mountain, near Wowo\v, 
lying to the right of our path, which, if we are 
not mistaken, was named ‘ George the Fourth’ by 
the late Captain Clapperton. One of the guides 
pointed out two hills on our left which could 
hardly be distinguished in consequence of fl»eir 
distance, and informed us that the city of Yaoorie 
stands at their base. Our course from Zalee was 
in a south-easterly direction. Shortly after this 
W'e came to a fine extensive plain, on which stood 
a few venerable and magnificent trees. Numerous 
herds of antelopes were feeding, which, on hear¬ 
ing the report of our guns, bounded over the plain 
in all directions. From hence we first beheld the 
city of Boossh; it lay directly before us, at the dis¬ 
tance of two or three miles, and appeared to be 
formed of straggling clusters of huts. But what 
was our astonishment, on a nearer approach, 
find Boi^sit'kanding on the main land, and not 
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an island in the Niger, as represented by Captain 
Clapperton! We could discover nothing diat 
could vearrant such an assertion. At ten o’clock 
we entered the city by the western gateway, and 
discharged our pieces as the signal of our arrival. 

After having waited a few noinutes, wo were 
introduced to the king, whom we found, in an Mte> 
nor apartment of his residence, in company wth 
the MitRkiey the title bestowed on lus prinlinal 
wife, or queen. They welcomed us to BcMWsb 
with every appearance of cordiality. ITiey told us 
very gravely, and with rueful countenances, that 
they had both been weeping in tbe morning for 
the deatii of Captain Clapperton, whose untimely 
end they would never cease to lament. They 
might, it is true, have been thus engaged ; but, 
as *on our entrance we observed no outward signs 
of tears, we rather mistnm|ed their assertion. 
Paskoe having loitered behind, our conversation 
wiu limited to a fbw general remarks only; and 
having taken our leave of them, '<’^6 repaired to a 
htft which had bemi selected for'jis. In the even¬ 
ing, rice and com, with several dishes of meat, 
fish, &c., were sefli us for supper. 
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